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Cover illustration:
Hoisting American colors, Louisiana Cession, December 20, 1803, oil on canvas, by Thure de Thulstrup
(Swedish-American illustrator, circa 1903) - Louisiana State Museum, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=19310406  
Thure de Thulstrup (1848-1930) served in the French Foreign Legion in the Franco-Prussian War. He
also served in North Africa as a member of the First Zouave Regiment.
The dramatic moment on December 20, 1803 when the American flag was raised in place of the French
flag in front of St. Louis Cathedral, modern day Jackson Square in New Orleans, marking the transfer of
the Louisiana Territory from France to the United States.
Scroll down for photo credits and click on illustrations to access interpretive links.

Editorial

Two Hundred and twenty two years ago, almost to the day, the largest land
deal in modern history was agreed upon between two sovereign nations.

The acquisition of the territory of Louisiana by the United States from
the French First Republic in 1803, which effectively doubled the size of the
United States at the time, added sizeable territories that would become the
States of: Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Kansas,
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and parts of Minnesota, New
Mexico, Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado (as well as portions of Alberta
and Saskatchewan in today's Canada).

We will start narrating the history of this transaction by first paying hommage to
the intrepid French explorers who claimed this vast land for France a hundred
and fifty years before: Robert Cavelier de La Salle, Pierre Le Moyne
d'Iberville, Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville, Henry Tonti, Pierre de la
Vérendrye, and who are memorialized with statues and markers in several
States.
We will then introduce the main protagonists: First Consul Napoléon
Bonaparte, Talleyrand and Barbé-Marbois on the French side, President
Thomas Jefferson, Robert R. Livingston and James Monroe on the American
side. And, to complete the story, we will visit several places that memorialize
this historic event, with a few anecdotes about Frenchmen established in
Louisiana who embraced their new nation.

This summer, if you happen to travel out South, or West, make sure you visit
these sites and detect pervasive traces of French cultural influences
throughout many communities!

As always, Part Two of our Bulletin will honor this month another brave
American volunteer who "Died for France " in World War One: Corporal Eric
Fowler, who lost his life right upon graduating from the French flying school at
Pau in the Pyrennées Atlantiques in Southern France. This vividly echoes the
fate of all the French Air Force cadets buried in he United States who crashed
while training in World War Two. May they be in your thoughts as well while
reading our Bulletin.

Our third part “News and Save the Dates” will report on events since our last
Bulletin, including several commemorations of the ongoing Bicentennial of
Lafayette’s Farewell Tour organized by the American Friends of Lafayette. We
also share several recent and upcoming patriotic events, notably Memorial
Day, to which those of you in New York are invited to join.

Finally, our fund raising campaign for the sculpture of Antoine de Saint
Exupéry and his Little Prince has started in earnest! We welcome all
donations, small or large, to make this endeavor a reality. Please consider
telling your friends and business acquaintances. Starting at $1,000 your
name (or your company) will be engraved in a plaque inside the Frost
Museum of Science and planetarium in downtown Miami, Florida, a few steps
from the sculpture which will be placed outside near the main entrance!

Thank you for your support,

On behalf of the Board of Directors,
Thierry Chaunu
President, The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc.

Historical Context:
A vast and pristine empire
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Above:
The Louisiana Purchase Map, by United States federal government - National Atlas of the United States,
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1178618

• The Louisiana Purchase, known in French as Vente de la Louisiane, refers to the
acquisition of the Louisiana territory by the United States from France. The Treaty
was signed on April 30, 1803 (10 Floréal XI in the French Republican calendar) at
the Hôtel Tubeuf in Paris.
• The Kingdom of France governed the Louisiana territory from 1682 until its transfer
to Spain in 1762, as stipulated in the secret Treaty of Fontainebleau.
• Subsequently, in 1800, Spain returned the Louisiana territory to France under
Napoleon's covert Third Treaty of San Ildefonso.
• The later Treaty of Aranjuez in 1801 clarified that Spain's transfer of Louisiana was
a 'restoration' to France rather than a retrocession. This distinction was important
because it confirmed that France was reclaiming territory it had previously owned,
not that Spain was giving up something it now possessed.
• It is important to note that France only exercised control over a minor segment of
this vast and pristine piece of the North American continent, the majority of which
was populated by Native American tribes. In fact, the territory remained officially
under Spanish administration until the power transfer to France on November 30,
1803.
• This transaction encompassed a significant portion of the land within the drainage
basin of the Mississippi River, situated to the west of the river. In exchange for
fifteen million dollars, which equates to roughly eighteen dollars per square mile, the
United States ostensibly secured a total area of 828,000 square miles (2,140,000
km²; 530,000,000 acres) that is now part of the Central United States.

A history of French claims:

The Founding Fathers
of Louisiana

René-Robert Cavelier,
Sieur de La Salle

Explorer of Mississippi Basin
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Above:
Left: Top: René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, By Charles André Waltner (1846-1925) - Sulte -
Histoires des Canadiens-français, 1608-1880, tome II, 1882 (page 3), Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=25673
Right: Map of La Salle's Exploration in North America. Image available on the Internet and included in
accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107
Bottom Left: Color lithograph entitled Prise de possession de la Louisiane et du Fleuve Mississipi (sic, at
the time this was the French spelling); Taking Possession of Louisiana and the river Mississippi By Jean-
Adolphe Bocquin (French lithographer, fl. 19th cent.); Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11641683
Bottom Right: Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Public Domain ,
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5679353b.texteImage
Markers, “La Salle Landing”
33 Williams Blvd, Kenner, LA 70062
GPS: 29.972883, -90.246850
https://64parishes.org/entry/la-salle-expeditions

• Robert Cavelier was born on November 22, 1643, into well-off family
in Rouen. He became a Jesuit and sailed for New France in the spring of 1666
but was soon released from the Society of Jesus after citing "moral
weaknesses”. He received the title Sieur de La Salle with his seigneurial
purchase of Lachine near Montréal and soon learned several native
languages, such as the Iroquois and Seneca.
• He began to plan for expeditions to find a western passage to China. He built
ships such as the Griffon to navigate the Great Lakes and build forts such as
Fort Conti and Fort Miami.
• In 1679, with a party of 40 men, he went on to explore the Mississippi
River, taking him to today’s Peoria, IL, (Fort Crevecoeur) Memphis, TN, (Fort
Prudhomme), reaching the Gulf of Mexico in 1682 where he named the basin
Louisiana in honor of King Louis XIV. In 1684 he went on an ill-fated mission
to Texas (see further down the expedition of La Belle shipwreck) and after
wandering for two years lost in the marshes of the Mississippi delta, he was
killed during a mutiny near Navasota, TX on March 19, 1687.
• Dozens of sites throughout the United States bear the name of La Salle, with
monuments and markers in several States.

Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville
Founder of Louisiana

Above:
Left: Portrait of Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville, French explorer and naval commander, founder of
the Colony of Louisiana, Knight of the Order of Saint Louis, and a veteran of King Williams' War and
the War of the Spanish Succession, By Unknown author - Centre d'archives de Montréal. Bibliothèque et
Archives nationales du Québec, Fonds Armour Landry, P97., Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76586860
Right: A depiction of d'Iberville and Cavelier de La Salle exploring Louisiana, by Unknown author -
Gallica.fr, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=27061846

• Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville (16 July 1661 – 9 July 1706) or Sieur
d'Iberville was a soldier, ship captain, explorer, colonial administrator, knight of
the order of Saint-Louis, founder of the French colony of Louisiana in New
France.
• He became a French Navy officer and in the years 1690, he fought against
the British in the Hudson Bay area and captured several forts.
• In 1699, he led an expedition to ascertain the exact location of the mouth of
the Mississipi, following La Salle claim of the region for France, and
established Fort Maurepas in Old Biloxi as the temporary capital of L ouisiane.
On his second voyage in 1700 he built a second Fort Maurepas in Biloxi, and
on his third voyage in 1701 he built a fort in Mobile. His brother Jean-Baptiste
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_xFyiRLdn0-MjybXV_yHeAVKaPmb6YzGH9zSibsrakUaviVXstecbVSYKCDgDy4A32zZqOciwqXiEj1EImSw5KeDPCEMjDPQ7IvCan7PJQDoCxYXxnVsNTd_EqJ_UcJTUE2DEzdpATNo=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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on his third voyage in 1701 he built a fort in Mobile. His brother Jean-Baptiste
Le Moyne de Bienville founded New Orleans in 1718.
Dozens of sites are named after him, such as:
• The city of D'Iberville, Mississippi, Iberville Parish, Louisiana
• Rue Iberville in New Orleans, Louisiana
• He has a statue in Mobile, Alabama, erected in 2002

Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville
Founder of New Orleans

Above:
Left: Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville (1680-1767) By Unidentified painter - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=39095507
Inset: Coat of arms
Right: Monument to Bienville, New Orleans, LA, Photo By Pierre5018 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=35105222

• Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville (1680-1767) also known as Sieur de
Bienville, was a French colonial administrator in New France. Born
in Montreal, he was an early governor of French Louisiana, appointed four
separate times during 1701–1743. He was the younger brother of explorer of
Pierre Lemoyne d’Iberville.
In addition to being the co-founder of Mobile in Alabama, is he known as
the Father of New Orleans, founding the city in the spring of 1718 (May 7 has
become the traditional date to mark the anniversary, but the actual day is
unknown).

Statue “Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville”, Founder of New Orleans, Louisiana
French Quarter at the south end of Bienville Place & Decatur St., New Orleans, LA 70116
GPS: 29.954419, -90.064733

• Inscription on base of statue:
Jean Baptiste LeMoyne de Bienville
born Montreal, February 23, 1680

died Paris, March 7, 1767
Founder of New Orleans

1717
with homage of Louisiana * Canada * France 

Erected 1955 by Louisiana Purchase Sesquicentennial Commission.

Marker on the south side of the statue: “In commemoration of the 250th anniversary of
the founding of New Orleans, a wreath was placed here by his excellency, Charles Lucet
ambassador of France to the United States and the honorable Victor H. Schiro, Mayor of

New Orleans, on May 9, 1968.”

Henri de Tonti
"Father of Arkansas"

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_far6oj0faMLjAdYQOyVudZfo7nyLv1IwhqPVzAfi2k6t8iA2Rh0mH5shf4dgOFjAGWOWUpe0x3IcS1v4JzjyKZN-qwlEiMGYHGJPD-63EKhvB-p2jYPmprp-j-7I8CCCdEMNRAD9LnHGRxX_Tj8fq4Xcw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_IH1ylCT6_jKh6U6Cn2byc59BgmM10MnkprqrtQC0gP66YDSoQ4XHWW_WzyCiXaz4u6140xsm1jvq-lhcNLTgCtxX6t144IHfXOHG0FoEYI3OWyQrFx9erWNedOmpNkrKAWQs_Kiu9EhkLwjfwBmP2A==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_fareTKfgpCMYJwKf350EkFHqxlDrA6qK4YjZz3txUQzR08llgzuCXo_7YZiTyibeRlWecOfQaIqd-x1WZlu2Pki5l2R3RiW2uWevR_33EggsA15e5paKQIXnkP-dg1KZXBODAzHCqE30IQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_farTrKon_xUho5CObctrvkQIfloqXLVGCeMx9OVuVOOilcQuguODsgW60lSft0SJtEj1Av1aEavBfUR3uzLlg3RLynZjiKaOEVjT9dyzbkxtFc_siQ2tFP1SiQ2nriSszdo_bqn5meCZSc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_farWgFvT1-w32s2B6cpf7eFMhpKkcd9KRpHlWcXXokZbmpsOsZWrywFJVe_jdCwcdybSRpH4gw7kZLT87UzU2UctITwCNvF0g5hhzCnuBizGlDqyssCWN1RlQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_farWgFvT1-w32s2B6cpf7eFMhpKkcd9KRpHlWcXXokZbmpsOsZWrywFJVe_jdCwcdybSRpH4gw7kZLT87UzU2UctITwCNvF0g5hIJqSmcbNFf13KDca6mkmLw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_JypDosAYD80KtAjvM5lKel3jKGkj6YUxwZveHz-4PypCou7yNZ8J3tMUNQUsiLqB4_uEUG6GGgtgzr9DMcqY3fJB8BdY2hvyQQeUKU6jDJ0YJpVzNEJdVA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Left: Henri de Tonti, By Attributed to Nicolaes Maes - History Museum of Mobile, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=45199930
Right: The partially reconstructed trading post in Arkansas (Poste de Arkansea) near Gillett, by
Brandonrush - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=33716143

• Henri de Tonti (né Enrico Tonti (c. 1649 – 1704), also spelled Henri de
Tonty, was a Sicilian-born French military officer, explorer, and voyageur who
assisted René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, with North American
exploration and colonization from 1678 to 1686. De Tonti was one of the first
explorers to navigate and sail the upper Great Lakes. He also sailed
the Illinois and the Mississippi, which they traveled to its mouth and claimed
for Louis XIV of France. De Tonti established the first permanent European
settlement in the lower Mississippi valley, known as Poste de Arkansea,
making him "The Father of Arkansas" as per the Encyclopedia of Arkansas.
• Henri's brother Alphonse was born in 1659 and later became one of the
founders of what is now Detroit.
• Tonti established a trading post in Arkansas leaving six Frenchman to secure
a permanent French settlement in which trade with the Quapaw became
possible, and to hinder English invasion in the east by establishing a presence
in the middle of North America.

Marker, « First Post of Arkansas»
1741 Old Post Rd, Gillett, AR 72055
GPS: 34.015767, -91.344350

• Inscription:
“Spanish Explorer Hernan de Soto passed this way in 1542. Nearly 130 years later Father
Marquette, the French missionary and explorer, reached the nearby mouth of the
Arkansas. In 1682 Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, claimed this territory for France. But
not until 1686 did any European establish a settlement in the lower Mississippi Valley. La
Salle's lieutenant, Henri de Tonti, settled the first Arkansas Post.
Tonti's post was perhaps only a mile or two from here on the banks of the Arkansas. The
exact site is unknown. He called it Poste de Arkansea after the Arkancas (Quapaw)
Indians with whom he traded. The small post survived fourteen years, strengthening
France's claim to the lower Mississippi.
Erected by National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.”

Pierre Gaultier de Varennes,
Sieur de La Vérendrye,

and his sons
Discoverers of the Rocky Mountains

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_JypDosAYD80KtAjvM5lKel3jKGkj6YUxwZveHz-4PypCou7yNZ8J3tMUNQUsiLqB4_uEUG6GGgtgzr9DMcqY3fJB8BdY2hvyQQeUKU6jDJ0YJpVzNEJdVA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZSqR_JpCJN0Frbab6wZo8wzP355yDI0KHvNgqUDrbsaJeTYshVNSzmjfjC8OsqznVmYHVWFVxLT47I0MdKhY277KbuW8jNViZvUP4_GdiKkNHPwdMaMQHThGgL7yHnLowplZFWyDVAib6xR2dREPu9A=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_r0FENIp6lKggy4YgIB-dXQw2SzztV3mn_axgR6PnfPiWezBNpM4-a8LYe6zOnjjdRcOAXMW2gasd_uXM0aitOGpFWvFldgwLsoG7A-F_mYUvyI4ERlyqwrf6XI57NGMbBYl08_SS7yo=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_DK2dsyae9SUlgCwk9VSz6ReNUITWLpcLEmTw2C8F8cprt8HWXsobLI1A8EV3htQ3PJp_2okjInk6qVdZ2ma816Ri7SsPeYrOeqXbwAYbg5k=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_UsMFwJa9E1t2gYzJmiSAfIobjJUNwl3TWVjPRYy0geqXCrLlx3D0tIZVKx0AzlyuLVUKLm1YjatXOM-pI9CmsKLysEwA6wjD06u-kqZ5bnEHIX2kVMdGfKY7WriPn07ri05l5y98DsmHZSisXArf_i18YcPi4_HJ0fungm6zJjPdXvOVn1Oyaw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JT_lCxhmrtGJLwXgeNF17RWMWoBVKNGEeThBKmLcy7XCefE-WXocoffs258WrKnHXlS7CyyEcAs3sGXGcGv2s6yMWmnpykCd1QlbxeGHso_sGI4yE_QQdyEFi4NGG9vaWFjLA4qNflbe85L06EHRqeJz3y1p2Y87EtyTbn62XFK0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Top Left: Art In the House, Pierre de La Verendrye, by Edgar S. Paxson, oil on canvas, 1912, 81" x 39”,
(Photo by Don Beatty, Personal photograph taken at Montana State Capitol, Public Domain)
https://mhs.mt.gov/education/Capitol/Capitol-Art/House-Of-Representatives-Lobby
Top Right: Verendrye Tablet Site, South Dakota State Historical Society, By Naawada2016 - Own work,
CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=59582275
Bottom Left: Vergil Noble, administrator for archaeological National Historic Landmarks in the Midwest
Region, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
Bottom Right: original lead plate left by the Sieur de la Verendrye, left in 1743, and found in 1913, By
Guerinf - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=88856745
”In the twenty-sixth year of the reign of Louis XV, the most illustrious Lord, the Lord Marquis of
Beauharnois being Viceroy, 1741, Pierre Gaultier de La Verendrye placed this.” Back: "Placed by the
Chevalier Verendrye, (his brother) Louis (and) La Londette and A. Miotte. 30 March 1743"

• Pierre Gaultier de Varennes, sieur de La Vérendrye was a leading explorer
for New France, and with his four sons he led many early exploratory
expeditions into the northern plains of North America. By the 1730s, the
Vérendryes had established several trading posts in what are now North
Dakota and Canada. Their expedition of 1742-43 sought to extend the range of
influence further west, with an ultimate goal of reaching the Pacific Ocean. In
this they were unsuccessful.
• In 1742 two of his sons (probably Louis-Joseph and François) made another
expedition to the Missouri. Because of the difficulty of identifying places(...)
they may have been the first European explorers to view the Rocky Mountains.
This was more than 60 years before the expedition of Lewis and Clark.
• They are believed to have explored into present-day Montana and Wyoming,
but there is significant scholarly debate about exactly which Native American
peoples they encountered and where they went. They told the local Native
Americans that the cairn they built over the site was a memorial of their
passage, but it marked their claim of the territory for France.
• An officer of the Compagnies Franches de la Marine, Pierre de la Vérendrye
was the first to map and describe a region that has been a key part of French
North America since the mid-18th century, known for its rich heritage. La
Vérendrye is seen as a symbol of the ideal voyageur for many Canadians, but
he is particularly significant for French Manitoba. He belongs to a legendary
era. The challenges he faced foreshadowed the struggles that would come for
both the Métis and the French. He is undeniably a foundational figure of the
French-Catholic tradition that is still strong in Manitoba today. 

“Verendrye National Historic Landmark”
Verendrye Dr, Fort Pierre, SD 57532
GPS: 44.355325, -100.378322

• A plaque at the monument reads:
“Established June 29, 1917. To commemorate discovery of this area in 1742 by the Sons
of Verendrye, celebrated French explorer. Crowhigh Mountain was used as an observation
station to spy out unknown land farther west. In 1738 the elder Verendrye and one son
made a trip to within a day's journey of the Missouri River, and were the first white men to
enter what is now North Dakota. This was in the course of a journey from Verendrye's
trading post in Manitoba, Canada, in an effort, which was unsuccessful, to reach the
western sea by an overland route.”

• The Verendryes penetrated further into the heartland of North America than
any previously known European explorers. They reached the area in South
Dakota where Pierre and Fort Pierre are now located 61 years before
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark first arrived in the area. At the end of
March, 1743, after visiting with local Arikaras, they buried a lead plate at the
site to lay the basis for French sovereignty on the upper Missouri
• A group of school children playing on the hill found the lead plate in 1913.
The inscription on the plate translates: “In the twenty-sixth year of the reign of
Louis XV, the most illustrious Lord, the Lord marquis de Beauharnois, 1741,
Pierre Gaultier de la Vernedrye, Louis La Londette, and A. Miotte. 30 March
1743.” 

“Verendrye Tablet Site”
Verendrye Dr, Fort Pierre, SD 57532
GPS: 44.355325, -100.378322

• Inscription:
“Here on March 30, 1743 the Verendryes buried a lead tablet to claim this region for
France. This tablet found on Feb. 16, 1913, is the first written record of the visit of white
men to South Dakota. Erected 1933 by the South Dakota State Historical Society and the
Fort Pierre Commercial Club. (Marker Number 49.)” 

The reasons behind the sale

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JT_lCxhmrtGJLwXgeNF17RWMWoBVKNGEeThBKmLcy7XCefE-WXocoffs258WrKnHXlS7CyyEcAs3sGXGcGv2s6yMWmnpykCd1QlbxeGHso_sGI4yE_QQdyEFi4NGG9vaWFjLA4qNflbe85L06EHRqeJz3y1p2Y87EtyTbn62XFK0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6J6w2Dnw8AELUA13vcME_jltM3KF0Fzig2J0eRA_oIYCHUVSVOORfpZETSQ41fz3izRgGuVCcQ6GQa-1gpn4DUQfuCI1DjxREQBhT9ZvmghrWfRC5ixSVy0iWL1Llg9BLTKs7cOfxtMx4BQRWFX6uV8evORa0XXKF5J6mDAbJzH0Q=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_lhcteRippKC3645SHXxGmDjPf25eah2BPt9VF6UfShciWgPTmu0DKdWF2ebzYKL4NCOI9LXa8yDRQLjTRmHa-OaIZFkcOpSph3xZJ7lJWrovg7Z3brlFJ8XUz3fKu-f0rEvB1jwkO4Y=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_dX0rCJy7iOU5oR0L9F51-lvdcnOduA2bpIfxiHRg8TiQiAy_ErS1EExcGGvKxeQhKM4lQCOiog8YR-j-qEQHlMQM_RjtdtMjOuk06ztzRQnrCII5Ui0qEh-w1YYKYIyRBYuuvfmBTNw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JWxCc2M7IhgHJFBXaoK72pK28Wt1FgdGiHkgJCW8O3oiUdEqnEVLVDDbxKMvtzijrhLbvmvG8rgXy8kMyvMOoIpkk-pTJBA4XYgGx3nbNRRsnu7NUYuRuZA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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Above:
The Brothers La Verendrye in Sight of the Western Mountains
Jefferys, Charles W., ca 1915, Library and Archives Canada, Acc. No. 1972-26-1364,
https://www.thefactsite.com/south-dakota-facts/

One may wonder why a world power like France would willingly accept the cession
of such a vast territory.
The conditions in 1800 were, nonetheless, quite favorable for the nascent United
States.
At that time, the First French Republic was just emerging from ten years of absolute
turmoil and continuous war against all the kingdoms of Europe. The young
victorious general Napoléon Bonaparte had been named First Consul of the
Republic, and well on his way to become the absolute master of France.

He has initially thought of restoring French power in North America, however his
plans were thwarted by the failure to suppress the slave rebellion in Saint-Domingue
(modern-day Haiti) led by Toussaint Louverture was devastating.
In December 1801, a contingent of 30,000 seasoned French soldiers arrived in
Saint-Domingue; soon thereafter, Spain ratified the restoration of Louisiana to
France. The deployment of French forces in the Caribbean raised significant alarm
in the United States, yet by October 1802, it became evident that the mission was a
disastrous failure; General Charles Leclerc, the commander, succumbed to yellow
fever, along with approximately 22,000 of his troops.
There were other factors as well:
• Impending war with Britain: Napoleon was preparing for renewed conflict with
Great Britain (the Peace of Amiens was crumbling) and needed to consolidate his
resources for a European war rather than defending distant American territories.
• Financial needs: The sale provided 60 million francs ($15 million) in immediate
cash to fund Napoleon's military campaigns in Europe. France's treasury was
depleted, and the Louisiana Territory was proving expensive to maintain.
• Difficulty defending the territory: Napoleon recognized that France lacked
resources to control such a vast territory, especially with war looming in Europe.
• Strategic realignment: Napoleon concluded that strengthening the young United
States as a potential rival to Britain served French interests better than maintaining
a vulnerable colony.
• Focus on Europe: Napoleon had shifted his imperial ambitions to concentrate on
building a European empire rather than an overseas colonial empire. He would soon
crown himself Emperor of France in 1804.
• Preventing British acquisition: By selling to the Americans, Napoleon ensured the
territory wouldn't fall into British hands, which would have strengthened France's
primary enemy.

Napoleon reportedly remarked after the sale: "This accession of territory affirms
forever the power of the United States, and I have given England a maritime rival
that will sooner or later humble her pride." The decision reflected his pragmatic
assessment of France's strategic priorities at that moment in history.

Initially, the American envoys sent by president Thomas Jefferson were sent
to Paris to negotiate the sale of New Orleans. Little did they know that a much
more sizeable offer would be made....

The protagonists
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Above:
Top to bottom, Left to Right:
First Consul Bonaparte By Antoine-Jean Gros – 1803 Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=391878
Official Presidential portrait of Thomas Jefferson By Rembrandt Peale - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20179140
Talleyrand by François Gérard in 1807 , oil on canvas, Domaine public, the Metropolitan Museum of Art
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/441969
Barbé-Marbois By Jean François Boisselat - [1], Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6604561
Robert R. Livingston oil on canvas 35¼ x 28½ inch, attributed to Gilbert Stuart - Christie's, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=19780311
Portrait of James Monroe, The White House Historical Association, by Samuel Finley Breese Morse ,
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=152490913

• In an effort to gain control over the mouth of the Mississippi River, President
Jefferson dispatched Livingston to Paris in 1801 with the mandate to acquire New
Orleans.
• In 1803, Pierre Samuel du Pont de Nemours, a French nobleman residing in the
United States, was enlisted by Jefferson to assist in negotiations with France. Du
Pont, who had established strong connections with both Jefferson and influential
French politicians, engaged in discreet diplomatic discussions with Napoleon on
behalf of Jefferson during his visit to France. He proposed the concept of the
expansive Louisiana Purchase as a means to mitigate potential conflicts between
the United States and Napoleon regarding North America.
• Aiming to avert a possible war with France, Jefferson sent James Monroe to Paris
in 1803 to negotiate a resolution, with directives to proceed to London for alliance
discussions should the Paris negotiations fail.
• Despite opposition from Foreign Minister Talleyrand, on April 10, 1803, Napoleon
informed Treasury Minister François Barbé-Marbois of his consideration to sell the
Louisiana Territory to the United States.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JmXz46H-g5d-QNMhtEOx6s2TJFYg-_NE0yhhozAoxKt8wKIpuIdbbRRThqkqVGjfrIxieNevcf82Tr-nqsqJhKIBL5QENDm1MILgX5xaFoQBgBYcyzcptLLhvfLJi0iY1&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JmXz46H-g5d-QNMhtEOx6s2TJFYg-_NE0yhhozAoxKt8wKIpuIdbbRRThqkqVGjfrIxieNevcf82Tr-nqsqJhKIBL5QENDm1MILgX5xaFoQDUCR4-48D7qI_zUrdmGxX4&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JmXz46H-g5d-QNMhtEOx6s2TJFYg-_NE0yhhozAoxKt8wKIpuIdbbRRThqkqVGjfrIxieNevcf82Tr-nqsqJhKIBL5QENDm1MILgX5xaFoQCnCzFSTqJeyw7y_cHsfc-q&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_NYUvi5qspZ7PnnZ5jgrakqYdF9fZ0aP47u6Q0u-zv2JxNs-mJdtbbuwrceRiy9KvDeFSLwx1Q3lOO5y2xWynLffBZQ3F0ce_8VmReFuKI6rNpLb1puyFJDvqwM996TeioewZg6zR6JA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pK70hRo4U14OjJ8q-Oa6eb9JaCctxzNbnZQmnQl52Onh94eb_9R9_ZteRIcIC4Git4rzzjN1ds8z14CMDw4Y6CfQmGM0EEH5iuEc1kppe4ppVNKFDn5LknTaHyBPcTY65I_050QhWlU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_CRpI_Kn5JFWZwfeHAwRriN8VkbY3qQMIVQCROjFEKBy52U0hqUz3AWxEXOr9VBbtBTs1-PhVWHFI9Zk-VT-Nl4RCLOHcU5R2onUZSaaKOUB7tQnztXbIz4EVX3OoTbAmL2uCu69FZVE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZecsZjpJyoDoQiKrwxQxDR7noJnMwI4oN7hzgDecxjoHqCh-d9wmeJbn7UPueT8umvrJ7xqOT3n4CL1lEueX2Qn0n5Tt4CqYNoRkFVJp8qiDGxKkpS7qXhhY8Q-93evV1HMofQ_OxO2TtqTZQrB9idk=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_VF5KEqvjb0PzAzwOS07h1k6-_uP9vAZk-KvfouSpbxIpBgfiTG8_WvbvMspXH0nD8bTx-Vgly4IfjJJbQi1rOInINImDIkZX6-oK8n_49wVSA8JcPlPYP5Ed2uaRd1H-Fkpgu5PPySA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_kuhBikGPWpYwj42zaNkWH7Ml8SCT7m-Pa1tbTImp0W8D9LZKrFFCpNbmyotAngXFNFFqGcjYtmewmH_labbraLJetE6V0w27WwDOTakIljTC7Ixv4wILlrfMxUcCQEu7-vz65menJGs=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Louisiana Territory to the United States.
• Just a day before Monroe's arrival, on April 11, 1803, Barbé-Marbois presented
Livingston with an offer for the entirety of Louisiana for $15 million, which translates
to less than three cents per acre (7¢/ha). This sum of $15 million is roughly
equivalent to $381 million in 2025 currency, or 70 cents per acre.
• The American delegates had initially been prepared to spend up to $10 million for
New Orleans and its surrounding areas, but they were astonished when the
significantly larger territory was proposed for $15 million. Although Jefferson had
only authorized Livingston to negotiate for New Orleans, Livingston was confident
that the United States would accept the generous offer.

Above:
Top Left: French exchange copy of the agreement providing for the payment of 60 million francs by the
United States to France.
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299807?objectPage=3
Top Right: Signature page of the Treaty, signed April 30, 1803
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2014/11/10/the-louisiana-purchase-treaty-on-display-in-st-louis/
Bottom: Plaque at the Hotel de Tubeuf (site of the Ministry of Treasury, now part of the Bibliothèque
Nationale de France), 8 rue des Petits Champs, 75002 Paris by Charluber — own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10523154

• Robert R. Linvingston and James Monroe were flabbergasted when they were
offered the entire territory, which far exceeded their mandate. However they were
concerned that Napoleon might retract his offer at any moment, which would hinder
the United States' acquisition of New Orleans. Consequently, they consented to and
executed the Louisiana Purchase Treaty on April 30, 1803 (10 Floréal XI in the
French Republican calendar) at the Hôtel Tubeuf in Paris.
• The signatories included Robert Livingston, James Monroe, and François Barbé-
Marbois. Following the signing, Livingston famously remarked, 'We have lived long,
but this is the noblest work of our whole lives ... From this day the United States
take their place among the powers of the first rank.'
• The treaty was publicly announced on July 4, 1803, although the official
documents did not reach Washington, D.C. until July 14.
• In November 1803, France withdrew its remaining 7,000 troops from Saint-
Domingue, where over two-thirds had perished, thereby relinquishing its aspirations
in the Western Hemisphere. In 1804, Haiti proclaimed its independence; however,
fearing a potential slave uprising domestically, President Jefferson and Congress
declined to acknowledge the new republic, which was the second in the Western
Hemisphere, and enacted a trade embargo against it.

The Treaty memorialized
throughout the United States
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United States Capitol:

Above:
Top: Fresco in the Senate wing of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. depicting the negotiations for
the Louisiana Purchase, painted by Italian artist Constantino Brumidi in 1875. The fresco shows the
French government representative, Barbé-Marbois, presenting a map to Livingston and Monroe. The
three men had a close relationship that contributed to the success of the Louisiana Purchase.
Photo: https://highland.org/teacher-resources/negotiating-for-louisiana/
Bottom: United States Congress, Cox Corridors Murals
Washington, DC 20004
GPS: 38.889938, -77.009050
The third signing of the Louisiana Treaty, which occurred in New Orleans, is depicted. By Allyn Cox, oil on
canvas, 1994, Photo: https://www.aoc.gov/explore-capitol-campus/art/louisiana-purchase-1803

Nebraska State Capitol

Above:
Relief, “Territory and State of Nebraska”
Nebraska State Capitol, 1445 K St, Lincoln, NE 68508
GPS: 40.808056, -96.699722
Napoleon is often erroneously depicted as an emperor (here on a pedestal at the right) when in fact he
was the First Consul of the First French Republic at the time of the Louisiana Purchase.
Designed by New York architect Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, and constructed between 1922
and 1932, the reliefs on the promenade circuit are clad in Indiana limestone and the work of Lee
Lawrie, a German-American artist.

State Capitol, Missouri
Memorial, The Louisiana Purchase
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JmXz46H-g5d-QNMhtEOx6s2TJFYg-_NE0yhhozAoxKt8wKIpuIdbbRRThqkqVGjfrIxieNevcf82Tr-nqsqJhKIBL5QENDm1MILgX5xaFoQBtZerhzj0NMYJqF8DRDE8U&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZecsZjpJyoDoJTNymF6Uv1VPykY6YRJJahZKgrS626rE2eIOv3hiHfrAuXPlOtY2UndNsOZxEulivYvQFIcgrogCXBs8MjAuR7UWXoTIdCbfJUJRv4txxTognyEDWz5h7-TQoBx3Df897Q33FW61zQFcgwL4klZumQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_E1tU4F4sru-hlbUSJbObeZYGQJBnZ-71iFcp691aX56n0OAIULMPU_3h2ZwpreRfzw84_PW8DwhJ2c6aqYBih3vl4tmJzik4eFXEYrCMyro=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_OeZrHY3-9WJ1VtUCk7o7r39TGITsGDEbcqwWeeHPs9lJTCYpgxlCjwAgJUuInbRZVSlTtERrP5q-Gm3Y_idyXJ_OMtBZqcZ6v66F3dMpRW1lpc7FZJ08fgayUJxJsts6iGrs32QN7zSUS441UQ82XLNfo2VFrfqv&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_x1UIobouYct97MaItnPPqgAbzeS0oGkHxUpl2sDtka_p6ngPb0Omhy5dly-7G5BoaQbnKMJSz8gV85icW1SqatlBzA7v99boyawHN_-fV-A4YDJMtye15eNiC57XfWGt&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_eznYOiy85mjIUk3JnHYbJusRGKhMjHH2wIPagpT3DNkA0NfuyK9ShwbsFlvZXUILIEl2dpmF1dpY3kHyKk5Q5Mu7S4n0gZjxL0PDKeDhq88=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Memorial, The Louisiana Purchase

Above: The Louisiana Purchase Monument and the Fountain of the Centaurs
Missouri State Capitol
201 W Capitol Ave, Jefferson City, MO 65101
GPS: 38.580000, -92.171944
This bronze by Karl Bitter shows Robert Livingston (standing), James Monroe (seated), and François
Barbé-Marbois signing the document more commonly known as the 'Louisiana Purchase' in which the
United States purchased the land west of the Mississippi River. The sculpture was originally designed for
the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair and made out of staff, a temporary plaster and fiber material. It was recast
in bronze for the Capitol Complex.
The relief also appeared on a U.S. postage stamp issued around 1953 to celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the Louisiana Purchase.

Photos By Karl Bitter - my photo (Einar Kvaran), Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=68335451

Mural, Cape Girardeau, Missouri

Above:
Mural «1804, The Louisiana Purchase”
Mississippi River Tales, painted by Tom Melvin et. al. Chicago IL. Mural 3 of 24
125 N Water St, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
GPS: 37.305467, -89.517583
For a description on the scene, see further below in the Chapter dedicated to Missouri
Photo: By Larry J. Summary, Cape Girardeau, MO. - Own work, CC BY 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3788511

Oklahoma State Capitol

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_bhUu1h1CpJHdCl_gyC_o9n7LBYhV1yejAlZZBlTbP3LlF0KiH-aJz2v0pcu5k4q9tEb8RXZHODkLpHLzaejMKEfKdtJcA5mS7pABdD0mhiWcudrFEGPZPzJy5BH6J8P3SUSfrFV75Nk1X8Lf4r7Rd6NiDM0bgyQ46FJgXPs6NYDYjfl5ezmBM1H90A8XIPC7JVgxaUXJKC2zQec81Sf0RQBipXDpdNehlZl1GTvfKr4jwUJ2KKYavp497FHmRVDgrn4AAFYeAjamBOtO0wAozw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_4d34-41hCvgrF5xXwBjtcLd6-TkUJ18tyd8DNNLdtZBDWDRcm0p43D3EJsm0iK3FMES4Qg1U9id1ZtTRlg7nZtsrP3t3-gRnOGOQyrBbU1Y=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_nvaVKjbsv9vJhjLKqoJznfVh_OCY1KSX_d9pNfcpemxP5ryWgqLeftVWrNVoLEIpT26MtlSfit5V5z2q4a8rWrG5RTWlEk800LOikEMFziXhRD1PqgIUB2mP0IrivIDZYazWvQQw3PQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_o62wgYbcWmBDmVKRDEDByLi8O3d2O2syudG3Swn1j11CswbPwxX41pfzaByYiQEYQWJL1gpJjzFqvgJ8W4EUbsw391884ajHsTAN8sfm84OW9qywTRI7TdrYiC5Eb2NdN-lFkUpCj24=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9n7QWsLlapYlOdEhAkjgW0M2Euul3WTHjpWoUfigwWSHeKHyg1J3-5BM_YtqHXA_2PZXP93kSK2djgm5oVOwpivp_SLKqUGEz8veL9Q0hiDGtMdur3_a2Q==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_8LjLHO-ox34JzVjuwwwGt85Dcq0MoZYPBLn0ceq5BYAE5JM-Z_3gpsBMuOwqnP7WJKngLF9n93AA2OAJ7NKmJayw6046P03YB9m0Ryg-VePQ6IBB4yMi5vIhuCf8DE2degO20Io7qwM=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_7ksRIEY0l9oAH3VbRzBWPsrKYCHpfAi3OMZgtxUPywkThZb4gaXoi2X1FIO5UXIOlGXEOpAc_IxCjMhaUDWr37I_sPzHJ4TBhvN2hjAZtjFl1D-iC1hi7ZEumhGwDPhr8xbGECXPkLEKtL5qnZVoaQQI51fbPizwDUtGVPzo0T372wyuK9ycd4PiQN8MzhP_E_xKmms603ZlJ6cdPWT2ms0r0DyGno6M&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Ceremonial transfer of the Louisiana Purchase in New Orleans, 1803
Oklahoma State Capitol, Senate lobby
2300 N Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105
GPS: 35.492087, -97.503468
Painting by Mike Wimmer for The Oklahoma State Senate Historical Preservation Fund, Oil on Canvas,
6'x10'
https://ronthibodeaux.com/2014/08/10/growing-a-nation-new-orleans-was-the-centerpiece-of-the-
louisiana-purchase/
Note: the portrait of Napoléon Ier on the wall, titled "The Emperor Napoleon in His Study at the Tuileries" 
was painted by Jacques-Louis David in 1812, nine years after the depiction of the Louisiana Purchase
New Orleans ceremony of 1803.

Montana State Capitol

Above:
Mural “Louisiana Purchase - 1803”
Montana State Capitol, 1301 E 6th Ave, Helena, MT 59601
GPS: 46.585800, -112.018466
By F. Pedretti’s Sons, oil on canvas, 1902, 168" x 204"
Photo: by John Reddy, https://tinyurl.com/ye23amvy
This prominent mural celebrates the 1803 Louisiana Purchase, which allowed Americans to settle the
West. It shows Napoleon Bonaparte and U.S. President Thomas Jefferson (who never met), along with
the French negotiator Marquis de Barbé-Marbois, U.S. delegate Robert Livingston, and future president
James Monroe, who handled the talks. In the background, there is an image of the Sphinx and Egyptian
pyramids, likely referencing either Napoleon's campaign in Egypt or Masonic symbols.

South Dakota State Capitol

Above:
Mural, “Louisiana Purchase"
State Senate Chamber, South Dakota State Capitol, 500 E Capitol Ave, Pierre, SD 57501
GPS: 44.367129, -100.346368

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_7ksRIEY0l9oAH3VbRzBWPsrKYCHpfAi3OMZgtxUPywkThZb4gaXoi2X1FIO5UXIOlGXEOpAc_IxCjMhaUDWr37I_sPzHJ4TBhvN2hjAZtjFl1D-iC1hi7ZEumhGwDPhr8xbGECXPkLEKtL5qnZVoaQQI51fbPizwDUtGVPzo0T372wyuK9ycd4PiQN8MzhP_E_xKmms603ZlJ6cdPWT2ms0r0DyGno6M&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_6ENL1aXS5jzJQWB-orP3dGee6oRX5JCmCGiz-l8YCGPOSzLJ7oVVetTHIVU9FC831702eJWXHQ3u3ylDVRRcq6EiP2TM9dslZh2TAD3bdXI=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_7ksRIEY0l9oAH3VbRzBWPsrKYCHpfAi3OMZgtxUPywkThZb4gaXoi2X1FIO5UXIOlGXEOpAc_IxCjMhaUDWr37I_sPzHJ4TBhvN2hjAZtjFl1D-iC1hi7ZEumhGwDPhr8xbGECXPkLEKtL5qnZVoaQQI51fbPizwDUtGVPzo0T372wyuK9ycd4PiQN8MzhP_E_xKmms603aEJiwLoQnVQedcoCYxC94C&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_tw12B-iBzhnlpSfAC5-OfYaK6qHZ-czbTbVMeDlvS111gz0KqcSO60ZRR3eSiJVsGQMOrvJ6a-q8P8jr-oV__ETs0yjF74B-rQMolkqjEWvafRj52ppsIqtqD0K4cOP2eb7ihx0wq-qoTM44QGIT3hgbedSTDuwP3R3W2nio7ijlWwvwgOenpXj2PtZ-jneXHhNNuOCNLiGh5fzG5laNuyyYh8-JCJ0t_ouE2VYrStkIxM7mrWsBw0Yp8HlurhRJK10xtBKVMk8sw2ijeYTgDsM2FaPc9c1kInHA-kw35nID1uIXnxwUp0pp6weVXWP-SSTP5rfRRO2nv2UXWrE54Wyl9sFAhg699eZtruoppDmyKQ10ttgm8w==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_XSOzViJcUVnAMWXPPmQ_hM5fjksLFJVQE676oo3Q36Y6WUQ7NW9pZkhf0aaONHVfSQw2DGdEjtY8zPfNBZ479Vorgvc5XeY-AZwAZzckFRs=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_KqTRobFjwGGC6u81LWZCbQ2rlwB_8Z-NK-_Tmn-lJ0LrdyVY2KMN-a2OV5tmf5RueOhavJMKKXHVRHn_X0QzqhUeohzF-gwM&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC__9BMPga06wU_p6QdGk9fRmbmgu7rxAi_yptwOImf4whcFnFE1bUvrAa-nTXgZePwPhp_KAV4bkoGs2-_AFL2-QKl7xsDoEPZZKANKkcmf80EcXuZrV0RWu8qSyaoKgXc1MJ1Tmk8uLjT85j4mVhn5w==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pGgOu1Ps8ZAqbQmtSCPd1-ci16f5JLsB1sOIgDgub2bl7l6gcDIULYTxoF3VNFaaK-lXptGqegvFBPdalgUelYB9qlTA0tkMcllK4A-MH08=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


GPS: 44.367129, -100.346368
Photo: https://boa.sd.gov/capitol/capitol-tour/completedcap2.htm
One can see France, seated to the left, her flag folded on her laps, observing America
placing its flag on the shoulders of an American Indian, all under the watchful eye of a
bare-breasted Lady Liberty.
Charles Holloway was the artist who created three murals for the Capitol building. Little is
known about him before he painted The Mercy of the Law, The Louisiana Purchase, and
The Peace that Passes Understanding in South Dakota.
Even though the nudity is classical in nature, in the 1980s, there was a proposal in the
Legislature to cover the mural in the State Senate chamber, but it did not pass, and it is
still displayed today.
Originally, the Louisiana Purchase Mural was painted for a competition at the St. Louis
Fair, where it won first place and a prize of $3,000, equivalent to about $100,000 today.
The 1920 brochure Guide to South Dakota Capitol stated that this painting was deemed
very suitable for the Capitol.

Markers and tablets
throughout several States

New Orleans, Louisiana

Above:
Top: Le Dernier Lever Des Couleurs - La Cession De La Nouvelle-Orléans, ("The Last Flag Raising
Ceremony: Cession of New Orleans (1803)"), Musée franco-américain du château de Blérancourt
© GrandPalaisRmn by Anonymous artist, By anonymous - Public Domain, photo Gérard Blot,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=41588063
This painting presents an original composition, giving pride of place to the blue of the sky (top
half) and that of the Mississippi River and its contact with the sea (middle quarter). In the
distance, at the foot of the mountains that bar the horizon, we can make out a few traces of the
French settlement. On the river, the boats in single file underline the fact that the city is first and
foremost a trading post. The main scene is drawn in the foreground, in a rural setting that barely
evokes the New World. Overhead, French and American soldiers can be seen lowering the
tricolor and raising the star-spangled banner. The two national emblems float in the wind,
symbolizing the rediscovered friendship of the two great nations.
Bottom: "Under my wings everything prospers", Oil on canvas, by By John L. Boqueta de Woiseri,
(Jean-Louis Bousquet de Woiseri) French, 1797–1815
https://lsintspl3.wgbh.org/en-us/lesson/louisiana-purchase/7?as_guest=True
The bald eagle, seen holding the banner, has been the symbol of the United States since
1789.
An itinerant artist, Jean-Louis Bousquet de Woiseri announced his arrival in New Orleans
on May 28, 1803. His painting, A View of New Orleans Taken From the Plantation of
Marigny (Nov. 5, 1803), is the first known painting of New Orleans as an American city.
Published six weeks before the Louisiana Purchase was officially effective on December
20, the painting reveals early New Orleans to be a vibrant city with an active port and
numerous substantial buildings. Boqueta de Woiseri painted the panoramic view of the
city from the vantage point of Bernard de Marigny’s plantation grounds (present day

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pGgOu1Ps8ZAqbQmtSCPd1-ci16f5JLsB1sOIgDgub2bl7l6gcDIULYTxoF3VNFaaK-lXptGqegvFBPdalgUelYB9qlTA0tkMcllK4A-MH08=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC__9BMPga06wU_p6QdGk9fRmbmgu7rxAi_yptwOImf4whcFnFE1bUvrAa-nTXgZePwPhp_KAV4bkoGs2-_AFL2-QKl7xsDoEPZZKANKkcmf80EcXuZrV0RWu8qSyaoKgXcRjdw9a3bJPSckxpHZLXUfg==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_4wZ_LPl_4nwv0JG0MDTnkP2HaruF5FoKgLzp6n4IG77JDdnLWPlgQiPcwQW8WeW4La4BK2T-rypnJOGOxIEZtBr9EaIXKfDuj3BCgukOBtb7RBdNX_2AWMjBhhsnYyheioW2Py_ljORH7EJxJysXCEN09vSYz5pW&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_4wZ_LPl_4nwv0JG0MDTnkP2HaruF5FoKgLzp6n4IG77JDdnLWPlgQiPcwQW8WeW4La4BK2T-rypnJOGOxIEZtBr9EaIXKfDuj3BCgukOBtb7RBdNX_2AWMjBhhsnYyheioW2Py_ljOQVgTgJKzTdWgv2ip_nWaWE&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_mg6XdCFYvhvlEL-e6j4tQwH2Af5aQOnn-xTfbhUnnrFBpP8bfMyYJwgrBeuhV1Dn_RZnBhJsip_Iyty117nzFFD9qGKIAZAdMDBHAIN9zrtT_l126fsRb9A4yRqKa0j9DLc1qfYUgn0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_A0_ciVJtgCnzh9QfoONZNdOCEYpeTSXs_p2oniR-wkaIlMS9Bz0WuZ-vKn-ssqqVBmWOlgWYra-IDkIuLceK6Je4UBiso8AxoViwAA5kq2MgxkB8RFBNdu-GsY3yDdWhH6jknZ8tj0Fzt2PBSD4a88xEsSJhpgsvBsl2dKHOjwk=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


city from the vantage point of Bernard de Marigny’s plantation grounds (present day
Esplanade Avenue at the Mississippi River), soon to be developed to accommodate the
city’s growing population.

Bronze plaque at the Cabildo:
National Historic Landmark, Louisiana State Museum
701 Chartres Street, New Orleans LA 70116
GPS: 29.957533, -90.063833

• Inscription (excerpts):
....”Here on December 20, 1803, were signed the documents transferring the
Louisiana Purchase Territory from France to the United States. In 1825 the Cabildo
was converted into a fine residence for the visiting General Lafayette.On this site stood a
French colonial Corps de Garde [police station] - 1724 - and a prison and criminal court
room (chambre criminelle) - 1730.
The Corps de Garde, rebuilt in 1751, burned in 1788. The remains of its massive brick
walls were incorporated in the present Cabildo building in 1795. [...]
The Cabildo has been designated a Registered National Historic Landmark.
Under the provisions of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935, this site possesses
exceptional value in commemorating and illustration the history of the United States.
U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service.
Erected 1963 by the Orleans Parish Landmarks Commission and the National Park
Service.”

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Above: 
Horizontal offset lithograph from "Historical Pictures relating to the Louisiana Purchase" showing the
transfer of the Louisiana Territory from the French to the Americans.Title: "Transfer of the Louisiana
Territory at New Orleans, 1803."
https://picryl.com/media/transfer-of-the-louisiana-territory-at-new-orleans-1803-adddc6

Marker “Louisiana Purchase – West Baton Rouge Early History”
Old Ferry Landing, 198-100 S River Rd, Port Allen, LA 70767
GPS: 30.452573, -91.202159

• Excerpts from Marker:
Panel 1: Life in Early Nineteenth Century West Baton Rouge…
“...In 1803, very few Americans lived in West Baton Rouge Parish. It was populated by
various Native American tribes; Creoles, who descended from original French and
Spanish settlers; Acadians, exiles from Canada; and African slaves.”...
Panel 2: You have bought Louisiana for a song.”
"…Were were you on April 30, 1803? On this day in our nation's history, Robert Livingston
and James Monroe were busy closing the "Real Estate Deal of the Millennium!" For the
amazing price of $15 million, President Thomas Jefferson authorized his emissaries to
purchase the entire Louisiana Territory from France. Imagine the amount of land - what
the United States acquired covered an area larger than the European countries of Great
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal combined!”...
Panel 3: What a $15 million dream could buy in 1803…
“ Louisiana, as originally settled, was the land drained by the Mighty Mississippi and her
tributaries, stretching over 800.000 square miles! Did you know 17 states (sic) resulted
from this purchase? Did you know Yellowstone National Park was once part of
Louisiana?...”

Natchitoches, Louisiana

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZY5oWI9bcizy5j1unCnOfBU7HcvL5A1EbRPy6Uub0FkN0giqSmF72h8yPgYWjKxJfJ3uJaX-Y40lvowf2JZDMWj4u_mwMXPrarcL4_H_cGKwb6-vEAOSahc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_DlqvPzlj2Diuz45Y5YMZ6H4UvqlNxaeyqKCe6q4mCd7mzvJXpMFVtuWi_mSqQdIhQvHFKv4BdXC_WZcfhOUgmlvrRbe7RYGsemQZn9tk-k4vRRpGg1Bmss309i8lK-DC&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_kDraDgop6iotXDJKB4oYSySnYRToEDY6TJmb8s9EcjkDVoKk8Byl6ND7LwynCbNlGzdpIHzK3S3UIUmtRbw6v53mcZl2HPQrQvCqGRWaDkaPexYFBgbGhVt9k7RM0U-QSOtnxd7h4154vHKLcLIzHjeuFNsH08NImDqpmIQzNWQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_mvlO82_5-lmvF4LqrVG4QibpeEcaA58UWFZmeyDeXiR5EkMSM8Dv1phRWi14LQc8hTmMR1RK2dvQi_B9KOUX0x6rcl254DFafN1G3QSdkQg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_far_mxnCgAHDgAf4_qagQ5l_GgrFCY-GGJHQ7igjQgpe9vXrV0V6P2JQjZqdYE_kNGEEltSJQRTynv9agWHLQ_UbQ41REdOyqX_ve_HO_BODVmVLe8cArmUaP28iuwjmchzLHLYPR0EuYQRt3ypyLLslu8m8OJQWtR2ZFFuvadUaBU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Entrance of reconstructed fort, photo by John Stanton 8 Apr 2016
http://www.fortwiki.com/Fort_Saint_Jean_Baptiste

Marker, “Fort Saint Jean Baptiste”
"Transfer ceremony of France to the United States"
2nd St #200, Natchitoches LA 71457
GPS: 31.754450, -93.091167

• Inscription:
“At this site on April 26, 1804, Fort St. Jean Baptiste was one of six garrisons in Louisiana
where the American Flag was raised in ceremonies commemorating the transfer of the
Louisiana Purchase. On behalf of the United States, Commissioner William C.C.
Claiborne ordered Capt. Edward D. Turner to Natchitoches to take command of the
Natchitoches fort from Commandant Felix Trudeau and a garrison of thirty-two Spanish
soldiers. The ceremony began at eleven a.m. when the Spanish flag was lowered and the
French flag raised. One hour later the French flag was lowered and the American flag
raised as soldiers saluted and guns fired.
Erected by Louisiana Society Daughters of the American Revolution, St. Denis Chapter
NSDAR and Woodman of the World Lodge 907.”

Plaque, “The American Transition”
750 2nd St, Natchitoches LA 71457
GPS: 31.762883, -93.087900

• Inscription:
"President Thomas Jefferson negotiated the Louisiana Purchase with French Emperor*
Napoleon Bonaparte in 1803. The Louisiana Purchase was the largest peacetime land
acquisition in U.S. history, containing territory that eventually comprised 15 states. In order
to learn what the newly acquired land was like, Jefferson ordered two exploratory
expeditions - the Lewis and Clark expedition in the North and the Freeman and Custis
expedition in the South.
For Natchitoches, the Louisiana Purchase meant a radical change from governance by
French and Spanish Catholic monarchies to democratic, secular government. Also, the
population increased dramatically in the years immediately following the Louisiana
Purchase as many people sought economic opportunities west of the Mississippi River.
Natchitoches citizens adapted to the new government and their new neighbors, eventually
adding distinctly American elements to the diverse cultures already here.
A Changing Government: Following the Louisiana Purchase, Natchitoches was once
again in a strategic location near the border of Spanish Texas. Fort Claiborne, founded by
the U.S. in 1804, contained the first American public structures built in the newly acquired
territory. It stood on this site, the current location of the Natchitoches Events Center. To the
outrage of French residents, Fort Claiborne was built on land that they considered to be in
communal use, but that the Americans considered to be empty. The fort did not remain on
the contested site for long. In 1822, Fort Jesup was constructed west of Natchitoches.
This controversy represents one of the many social, cultural and political differences that
arose in the transition from colonial rule to American democracy.”

Note: * Bonaparte was not emperor yet
Plaque, “The Louisiana Purchase”
Front Street & St Denis Street, Natchitoches LA 71457
GPS: 31.761550, -93.085817

• Inscription (excerpts):
"Let the Land rejoice, for you have bought Louisiana for a Song." —Gen, Horatio Gates to
President Thomas Jefferson, July 18, 1803
“In 1803 the United States paid France $15 million for the Louisiana Territory- 828,000
square miles of land west of the Mississippi River. The lands acquired stretched from the
Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian
border. Thirteen states were carved from the Louisiana Territory. The Louisiana Purchase
nearly doubled the size of the United States, making it one of the largest nations in the
world. The sale included over 600 million acres at a cost of less than 3 cents an acre. For
President Thomas Jefferson it was a diplomatic and political triumph. The purchase of
Louisiana ended the threat of war with France and opened up the land west of the
Mississippi to settlement. Initially Jefferson, through his minister to France Robert
Livingston, offered Napoleon $2 million for a small tract of land on the lower Mississippi.
There Americans could build their own seaport. Impatient at the lack of news, Jefferson
sent James Monroe to Paris to offer $10 million for New Orleans and West Florida. Almost
at the same time, and unbeknownst to Jefferson, France had offered all of Louisiana to
Livingston for $15 million...” [...]

Missouri

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_far_mxnCgAHDgAf4_qagQ5l_GgrFCY-GGJHQ7igjQgpe9vXrV0V6P2JQjZqdYE_kNGEEltSJQRTynv9agWHLQ_UbQ41REdOyqX_ve_HO_BODVmVLe8cArmUaP28iuwjmchzLHLYPR0EuYQRt3ypyLLslu8m8OJQWtR2ZFFuvadUaBU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_zVAKnqnvH5s6YXhURHAzBAplciLDIP647AwPqnxPRU9c5WF4WYcpiQhleLYoQ9KoRV8yQeIuhjfS0_Xs8zuYOpOzZhhWSW06a1_RxeZsUhsownYis4L0dQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQTyKd-6_fartdeCn9lbrhzFffScAMuWGgqjYHZ5e-RZ_8NSXXAIJBnRq5B853CPW4VOYcnSr4yn2rEJDSBATlW0poHQsk9eOPVj9GPC2vx0dTow2cg30Ig=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_t_7n8V_hI3r48042owEyD7I1MJ5Kr9PRIiQTc52hMOMmLDf2AggGKskDtEwDCUYGqvlHGN2TwLjkgqU8e4Cfi7c2p1b7q-qBVWrtB78HSrY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_r4IMcxnXsXQznjugGwSRXmOJSoVeOfpyquVZlgIZ-P_KTBRrtU8CrChHaOmNh1mUhMqQR96xyyxCU8SegmjbIAS9_s5Z8pf4sykj_6bN8lI=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC__Zs1Xg8GtSBB6-0vgo1j9OpTLmhI-b9YHqD5cYUnX6zboSQ8RiAdLmGMZHLvgjcuxwmrS0R9YEV8azGr-MHZLJ6QIUeexWw6bQ814CUPYE2Xr33nM3_eKYLSqgXd8wr2B8ADXyqEv6Tc0Bri4R4JCsGerEE9oax5ICoztqWol1chrKZlKWPdUQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Basilica of St Louis, King, aka "The Old Cathedral", « The first cathedral west of the Mississippi » and the
Saint Louis arch across the Mississippi river, Photo by y Baylor98 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=38285844

A small diplomatic issue arose during the transfer of control from France to the
United States. Due to winter, the news of the Louisiana Purchase did not arrive
in Saint Louis on time. It was still effectively under Spanish control. The
Spanish flag was taken down, the French flag was raised, and then after 24
hours, the French flag was lowered and the American flag was raised. This
showed that France had governed that area, not Spain. This event is still
remembered today as "Three Flags Day".

Marker, « One Day – Three Nations»
Gateway Arch Trail, St. Louis, MO 63102
GPS: 38.623333, -90.185783

• Inscription:
“Here on March 9, 1804, Spanish Lieutenant Governor Charles Dehault Delassus met with
US Army Captain Amos Stoddard to complete the Louisiana Purchase. Stoddard
accepted the Upper Louisiana territory first for France and then for the United States.
Spanish and American troops witnessed the momentous event—the territory transferred
into American hands. Although the United States purchased the land from France, Spain
had governed the territory for nearly forty years.
After the official transfer was signed, troops lowered the Spanish civilian flag and raised
the French flag. The next day, they lowered the French flag and raised the American Stars
and Stripes.
In one day, the United States doubled in size. New Orleans (Orleans Territory, later the
State of Louisiana) was transferred earlier on December 20, 1803.”
Erected par National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

Marker, «1804, The Louisiana Purchase”
125 N Water St, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
GPS: 37.305467, -89.517583

• Inscription:
“In 1803 the Mississippi River Valley was an important area in international diplomacy and
intrigue. Napoleon's brothers, Lucien and Joseph, sought to dissuade him from selling the
entire Louisiana Territory to the newly established United States. Napoleon, in his bath,
reportedly stood up and declared, "I renounce Louisiana," He then sat down, splashing
soapy water and causing the servant to faint in Lucien's arms. In 1803 at New Orleans,
the French colors were lowered and the U.S. flag raised. A French soldier shed a tear. In
March 1804 Upper Louisiana was officially transferred to the United States in St. Louis.”
“Panel Sponsors: Harry and Fran Rediger
Erected by Mississippi River Tales, River Heritage Mural”

Arkansas

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC__Zs1Xg8GtSBB6-0vgo1j9OpTLmhI-b9YHqD5cYUnX6zboSQ8RiAdLmGMZHLvgjcuxwmrS0R9YEV8azGr-MHZLJ6QIUeexWw6bQ814CUPYE2Xr33nM3_eKYLSqgXd8wr2B8ADXyqEv6Tc0Bri4R4JCsGerEE9oax5ICoztqWol1chrKZlKWPdUQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZf9xzu_FKDvkm71G0RIqbOAOVEDJjZmTHRyniz8ZODHmUUKifvTXZtaOA4qe46YvzVkymAGSjsZ73fJtYEAsjCmFz9D-d38Ps1VI40GZf-iqrrnWPHw2t_hE5dThS_FzBE4Ml3FZa8nQs3t7GzuxA9s=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_JvqFZWs4fDVOTGqQefXrT2sq4-yzKMD8bWUmJDZ0E0inO8ayibZQNWBr7n8PY37vG4Exidoh711rkyQxWoisjsrpOhvJFbCiAzc3VpueC-U=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9n7QWsLlapYlOdEhAkjgW0M2Euul3WTHjpWoUfigwWSHeKHyg1J3-5BM_YtqHXA_2PZXP93kSK2djgm5oVOwpivp_SLKqUGEqDNwEJbQR9XmBb6JK8LR2Q==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_JWew07bcWmvKfhE4Mcese-ve6WcFaW01yupWgulJ6n7nEBCT-eQl70YYmpnQp052mSYOZfJSbBH6YzAOXgTaXIftaHmpbtTyXt6vVH0yARbmjL5Xms_41NVFMH78ZsIfP1vOJcXGSp4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Fluttering at the Arkansas Post National Memorial visitor center are five national flags that have flown
here — those of Bourbon France, Spain, Napoleonic France, the United States and the Confederate
States of America. A Quapaw tribal flag is also hoisted.
Photo: https://www.facebook.com/arkansaspostnps/photos

Marker, « Louisiana Territory: 1682-1800”
“Louisiana Purchase Historic State Park”
Louisiana Purchase State Park, AR-362, Holly Grove, AR 72069
GPS: 34.644900, -91.052817

• Inscription:
“Development:
In 1682, one hundred and forty years after Hernando de Soto and his conquistadors
searched for treasure in the vast regions west of the Mississippi River, the French
explorer, LaSalle, claimed all the land, resources and peoples of the "country of Louisiana"
in the name of King Louis XIV of France.
During the following years, trading centers such as St. Louis, Natchez and New Orleans
evolved as the mighty Mississippi carried skins, pelts, bear oil and other frontier products
to market. By 1721, 8,000 people crowded the French colonies with fierce rivalries
developing between the French and the steadily growing numbers of English traders.
In 1762, France ceded the entire Territory to Spain in payment for the aid provided during
the bloody French-Indian War (Seven Years' War). Spain, fearing growing American
influence in the area, attempted to protect her new territory by placing controls on river
trade. But the controls failed, and in July, 1800, Napoleon opened negotiations with Spain
for the return of Louisiana to France. A temporary treaty stipulated France would not "sell
or otherwise dispose of the Territory to any third party," leading Spain to believe their
interests were free from American control.”
Resources:
Lands along the Mississippi often proved unsuitable for settlement, but did provide an
excellent environment for wildlife, especially fur-bearing mammals. Frenchmen recognized
the potential trade value and quickly set up a trade network with the Indians along the
Mississippi and its tributaries.
Fur markets in Europe provided financial incentives to early Anglo-Americans in this area.
Some of the mammals which fed early explorers and clothed Europeans still thrive in the
remaining wetlands of eastern Arkansas. Beaver, mink, raccoon, swamp rabbits,
opossum, gray squirrels, and occasional deer have adapted to these conditions and tend
to live here year-round.”

Marker, « The Purchase: 1801-1803”
“ Louisiana Purchase Historic State Park”
Louisiana Purchase State Park, AR-362, Holly Grove, AR 72069
GPS: 34.644900, -91.052817

• Inscription:
“President Thomas Jefferson learned Spain had ceded the Louisiana Territory back to
France in early 1801. Fearing Napoleon would close the Mississippi to American trade,
the President sent Ambassador Robert Livingston to Paris (September, 1801) to warn
France the United States would not tolerate a loss of its trade outlet or American colonies.
In 1802, as Napoleon readied to occupy New Orleans with military troops, President
Jefferson dispatched Pierre du Pont de Nemours to France to inform the French the
United States would form a military alliance with England should they annex Louisiana.
With the growing threat of French occupation, the President then sent James Monroe to
Paris with the authorization to purchase the port of New Orleans and West Florida for
$9,375,000. Monroe and Livingston were instructed to: 1) negotiate a peaceful settlement;
and 2) if France resisted, form an immediate alliance with England. Considering
Napoleon's views on world conquest, there seemed to be little chance of settlement.
Suddenly, on April 11, 1803, Napoleon announced his plans to cede the entire Territory to
the United States. By 30, 1803, a treaty binding the United States to the purchase of the
entire 830,000 square mile area for $15,000,000 was signed. At less than three cents per
acre, the Louisiana Purchase must be considered the greatest real estate deal of all time.
This happening shaped the destiny of the United States, ended Napoleon's dreams of a
French empire, and confirmed Spain's fears of America's westward expansion."
Marker, « Republican France », Arkansas Post National Memorial
1741 Old Post Road, Gillett AR 72055
GPS: 34.017433, -91.347716

• Inscription:
“When Napoleon I became Emperor of France in 1799 *, he envisioned the establishment
of a vast "French Empire in America". He began in 1800 when he won control of Louisiana
from Spain.
Constant threat of war with England soon forced him to abandon his plans. In late 1803,
negotiations were consummated between France and the United States which culminated
in the Louisiana Purchase. Thus ended the long struggle by European powers to dominate
the Mississippi Valley.
Erected by National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.”

Note: * The First French Republic was transformed into the French Empire on May 18,
1804, 12 months and 18 days after the sale of Louisiana.

Oklahoma

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_JWew07bcWmvKfhE4Mcese-ve6WcFaW01yupWgulJ6n7nEBCT-eQl70YYmpnQp052mSYOZfJSbBH6YzAOXgTaXIftaHmpbtTyXt6vVH0yARbmjL5Xms_41NVFMH78ZsIfP1vOJcXGSp4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZVrGi65RlHiWeHD_ss1mmCTi_KUIS3_obH1o6bD0ffUXrhjGZVoQWTLNgQQo8c328Rprq8nCfI9xDaW4YFuEbUuue9zIQlAyW9EC_ZNKyBfjbMFvilkjRQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZySLUxIzb5RsAaoI10xxL9ECWRtuzT0Lah2500yl6fwXdma_aJboxGdAKlqKP5svS8tOqtyrYSoJUnsQL7u346-sZYfUiHDS3R88ZOrFAZPVnOwnKhS2cw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZySLUxIzb5RsAaoI10xxL9ECWRtuzT0Lah2500yl6fwXdma_aJboxGdAKlqKP5svS8tOqtyrYSoJUnsQL7u346-sZYfUiHDS2-HEJYDXXVZZb1AsQzBVgg==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_IY6TBb_Q4FGZxxM_u08AwOnGvF2pWni16HtTPk9Abca5r5ULfbLMbD9S73oJRw-DeNVneFgICpKcN-Wm_Agut-WWg6sy5b2AEcTXdhCX3Sg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ybjSwWl6Ge0gmuSrUr_4l8iMVT5M4BoRrfNEy9AGpWCQfmireuiRs30I5FhrXGJmUOo_2j3cf5iBIlyPOB0f-xIZX49y4WVmLgOyrgvasL5Hnyg4rZMiArbwFOSiejZI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
"14 flags over Oklahoma" exhibit, sponsored by OGE (Oklahoma Gas & Electric) Energy Corp,
Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma City, OK
Photo: https://www.okhistory.org/historycenter/story
The exhibit includes flags like the Spanish royal standard, the Great Union of Great
Britain, the French royal standard, the Spanish Empire standard, the French Republic
standard, the United States flag (various versions), the flag of Mexico, the flag of the
Republic of Texas, the Lone Star Flag of Texas, the Choctaw flag, the Confederate flag (a
controversy arose about this), Oklahoma's first flag, and the current Oklahoma flag. 

Markers, Royal Flag of France & Standard of the French Republic
Oklahoma State Capitol View, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive, Oklahoma City OK 73105
GPS: 35.494567, -97.498583
Also: 14-Flag Museum, 400 E Cherokee Ave, Sallisaw, OK 74955
GPS: 35.460698, -94.785953

• Inscriptions:
Royal Flag of France, third flag* to fly over Oklahoma

“French claims on North American land go back to 1682 when Rene-Robert Cavelier Sieur
de la Salle declared all the country associated with the Mississippi River and its branches.
The land was named the Louisiana Territory in honor of King Louis XIV. Jean-Baptiste
Bernard de la Harpe brought the royal flag from France to present day Oklahoma in
1719. He visited and established trading posts among the Wichita people along the
Arkansas River in what is now Muskogee County. The flag features a field of white with
the fleur-de-lis (lily flower). This stylized lily is most closely associated with the French
monarchy.”
Standard of the French Republic, fifth flag to fly over Oklahoma
“The Standard of the French Republic flew over all French territories in North America,
including what is now Oklahoma. In 1800 Spain gave the area known as the Louisiana
Territory back to France when French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte** reclaimed the land.
Napoleon had conquered a large area of the European continent and planned to create an
empire in North America. However, he later sold the Louisiana Territory to the United
States.” 

Note: * The Great Union flag is listed as the second flag to fly over Oklahoma, with the explanation that
"in 1663 King Charles II of England gave a strip of land extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific
Ocean to several members of the nobility as a reward for their support", however this is a bit of a stretch,
as no Englishman set foot in Oklahoma back then.
Note: ** Same error again, Bonaparte became emperor Napoléon Ier in 1804.

Marker, "100th Meridian Oklahoma/Texas State Line"
US 62, Hollis OK 73550
GPS: 34.681650, -100.000200

• Inscription:
"The 100th meridian first marked the boundary between the Republic of Texas and the
vast Louisiana Purchase establishing this boundary was one of the most far reaching
events in which the nation engaged.
In 1927 the U.S. Supreme Court established the OK/TX state line along this boundary.
The 100th meridian chapter, NSDAR dedicated this project to identify this state line
located 4 miles west of Hollis, OK, on U.S. Highway 62.
Erected by Harmon County Historical Society and 100th Meridian Chapter Daughters of
the American Revolution."

Montana

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ybjSwWl6Ge0gmuSrUr_4l8iMVT5M4BoRrfNEy9AGpWCQfmireuiRs30I5FhrXGJmUOo_2j3cf5iBIlyPOB0f-xIZX49y4WVmLgOyrgvasL5Hnyg4rZMiArbwFOSiejZI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_2-NvB5gD7Uma6A71GCpgb7EtVkXoeB5JcbDWHOLWaoNdualbJW-V5df-tsmmakzRtXjDI6x9up_v7HokA-2VBOuAwnNKIHLRU9SMaM_ZjrbsQsVtfPuXpQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9x25uD0eb6MfJ_1NcgHw-7ETnOEj47DIPhroPQTsdeebmHC9UciT0tlDn1V6Orofwh-IMKOaeFM139Z0B4I8_BDvcfvXyBkIvgFFg1jNsRc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_wn2Lir-9GK4EaEhvh3XXjHxlRQh3p7D-lGHZmAbFv2p0MDrllcAmqFIkyPiepIpWrnFLQ2yHgK2V8bOTwNps3nN57B4_np2hfYWVj1x27Kc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_e46ke4f0xwWS81TCbDpy-YOSuarrJ9Y8sMoGscHfL3NGgw5akBsD8THRqSGQwU-pxF-sdAaa2ZmzmtjEWcCZp4wp4tm8VnHuvNmNY-Ph6VA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSB54z-hGR-3luyn5a243LKa_9KsSj-petj04ySA-bIR4uiE2pylDGjzPTarTynBA9tIj1OumzvTef3QiAyEkGL8TJjNbuhYYHyuqEPXA1qJBL8JC4_TUGIxRYkqpYHWDxo&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Three Forks Valley, Montana
Photo: Three Forks Chamber of Commerce, https://threeforksmontana.com/

Marker “Louisiana Purchase - 1803”
110 N Main St, Three Forks, MT 59752
GPS: 45.896639, -111.551417

• Inscription:
“The Missouri and Mississippi drainage determined the boundaries of the Louisiana
Purchase.
The acquisition, as well as the expiration, of the Mississippi-Missouri by the white man
was carried out against a background of European power politics. In selling the Louisiana
territory to the U.S., Napoleon of France acquired money to further his own ambitions
against England, while at the same time setting up against England "a maritime rival who
will humble her pride."
For the United States, the Louisiana Purchase was "an event of such magnitude that its
results are beyond measurement. It doubled the area, adding resources of incalculable
value, providing a potential that was certain to make the U.S. a great power and
guaranteeing our expansion beyond the Rockies to the Pacific... There is no aspect of our
national life, no part of our social and political structure, and no subsequent event in the
course of our history that it has not affected." - Bernard DeVoto
 

Marker “European Interest in the Missouri”
110 N Main St, Three Forks, MT 59752
GPS: 45.896639, -111.551417

• Inscription:
“Throughout the 16th and 17th centuries, England, France and Spain competed in the
search for a water route across North America. Explorers such as DeSoto, La Salle and
de la Verendrye believed that the Mississippi-Missouri was the fabled Northwest Passage
to the wealthy Orient.
By 1760, the French had penetrated farther up the Missouri that any other nation,
but England emerged from the French and Indian Wars as the strongest power on the
continent. With the birth of the United States in 1776, a fourth nation entered the contest
for domination of the western lands. The power struggle continued for another 25 years,
with the United States siding with one European nation, then another. In the end, the
desire of France to limit England's power made possible the purchase of the western
territory by the United States.”

Texas

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSB54z-hGR-3luyn5a243LKa_9KsSj-petj04ySA-bIR4uiE2pylDGjzPTarTynBA9tIj1OumzvTef3QiAyEkGL8TJjNbuhYYHyuqEPXA1qJBL8JC4_TUGIxRYkqpYHWDxo&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_rBSkfA7k9pNlTh_H32ly6dO8vYLKvwaAtwCfh10QHclWYmpS_azS3XXFrXJdG62T17IG-OIbi2y8NLk4tuOeoZPFDzgDPU9n&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JIUGTuAJM_v713NUcrffabC0MaZTJjlBbP_FG2W1paq8K_0HMvQ5OmDYFqPg2-2J5qvTcIIpNX6IiMUs_yLZ8Q_sOtfLSHIIdZA2IdrG54wCxBxW6-Zqjjw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JIUGTuAJM_v713NUcrffabC0MaZTJjlBbP_FG2W1paq8K_0HMvQ5OmDYFqPg2-2J5qvTcIIpNX6IiMUs_yLZ8Q_sOtfLSHIIdSrghmDtyGaazeE60iJE6BA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9dutC0UmRE5MoLGU53b__itA2LFj3h8CexU3Y6tkhWB1E5GGFWMmavRRlXOgUW6HpXGCfIuAQkJVzEbpaS45EAfbwsZtBSyGLe6VIC_RwF9GwNXQwvYWnuLoygCdkQ494sB1x8oUUTcWMUwsg3BA4WSeutzD89rMR9Np_f82zYmt2Y6tuDtk-e4Z4z9IW299ILLaWvVK5un8iI5qhmi_ywxDv2gLNTiATTFsJGRE4fKd-eLkC0WwukjW6_U-YeJ4&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9dutC0UmRE5MoLGU53b__itA2LFj3h8CexU3Y6tkhWB1E5GGFWMmavRRlXOgUW6HpXGCfIuAQkJVzEbpaS45EAfbwsZtBSyGLe6VIC_RwF9GwNXQwvYWnuLoygCdkQ494sB1x8oUUTcWMUwsg3BA4WSeutzD89rMR9Np_f82zYmt2Y6tuDtk-e4Z4z9IW299ILLaWvVK5un8iI5qhmi_ywxDv2gLNTiATTFsJGRE4fLRKqCC-MOKRM89N-Of7aoo&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Top: Monument “René Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle”, Photo by Larry D. Moore, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48099060
Middle Left: Bust “René Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle”, Photo by Paul Ridenour,
https://www.paulridenour.com/wotb.htm
Middle Right: Statue & Marker “René Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle”, Photo: By Larry D. Moore,
CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48425758
Bottom: Six Flags Over Texas Monument, with the French Royal "fleur-de-lys" standard
400 Veteran's Memorial Dr, Navasota, TX 77868
GPS: 30.372118, -96.111997
Photo: https://visitnavasota.com/business_detail_T25_R114.php

Monument “René Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle”
2 TX-316 road, Port Lavaca, TX 77979
GPS: 28.527367, -96.508650

• The René Robert Cavelier Sieur de La Salle Monument is a 22-foot-tall pink
Texas granite statuary figure in Indianola, Texas, overlooking Matagorda Bay.
Commissioned for the 1936 Texas Centennial, sculptor Raoul Josset and
architect Donald S. Nelson designed the monument that was dedicated in
1939 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places on July 27, 2018.

• Inscription:
“Born in Rouen France November 22, 1643. Came to Canada in 1668. Founded a first
settlement near Montreal. Led several expeditions on the Great Lakes and the Ohio and
Illinois rivers. Completed the exploration of the Mississippi, 1682. On July 24, 1684, La
Salle sailed from France to establish a colony at the mouth of the Mississippi. Landed at
Matagorda Bay February, 15, 1685. There established Fort St. Louis. While on his way to
Canada he was murdered near the Trinity River March 19, 1687.”
(side 2)
“A gentleman but not a courtier, a proud independent yet timid nature, an explorer of bold
vision and untiring energy. La Salle's colony on Matagorda Bay gave the United Statues
its first claim to Texas as a part of the Louisiana Purchase.
America owes him an enduring memory for in this masculine figure she sees the pioneer
who guided her to the possession of her richest heritage. ---- Francis Parkman”
Erected 1936 by State of Texas

• Navasota is the only town in the U.S. with two statues of Robert Cavelier de
la Salle, who helped set the stage for the Louisiana Purchase. One statue was
erected in 1936 by the DAR, and the other was a gift from France. No other
Texas town has honored this French hero as much or attracted as much
interest from the French government.

Bust “René Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle”
August Horst Park Pavilion, 104 County Rd, Navasota, TX 77868
GPS: 30.377545, -96.108537

• The bust was donated to the City by the French government in 1978. It was previously in
downtown, but was re-dedicated by the French consulate in May 2012 at August Horst
Park. 

Statue & Marker “René Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle”
Corner of Washington Ave and Old McMillican Rd, at 40 Old Millican Rd, Navasota, TX
77868
GPS: 30.389200, -96.086983

• The Daughters of the American Revolution commissioned and erected a bronze statue
of La Salle in Navasota during the Texas Centennial in 1930.

• Inscription:
“Treacherously slain by his own men near this spot in March 1687
Born Rouen France November 22 1643
Explorer of the Mississippi River

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9dutC0UmRE5MoLGU53b__itA2LFj3h8CexU3Y6tkhWB1E5GGFWMmavRRlXOgUW6HpXGCfIuAQkJVzEbpaS45EAfbwsZtBSyGLe6VIC_RwF9GwNXQwvYWnuLoygCdkQ494sB1x8oUUTcWMUwsg3BA4WSeutzD89rMR9Np_f82zYmt2Y6tuDtk-e4Z4z9IW299ILLaWvVK5un8iI5qhmi_ywxDv2gLNTiATTFsJGRE4fLRKqCC-MOKRM89N-Of7aoo&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9dutC0UmRE5MoLGU53b__itA2LFj3h8CexU3Y6tkhWB1E5GGFWMmavRRlXOgUW6HpXGCfIuAQkJVzEbpaS45EAfbwsZtBSyGLe6VIC_RwF9GwNXQwvYWnuLoygCdkQ494sB1x8oUUTcWMUwsg3BA4WSeutzD89rMR9Np_f82zYmt2Y6tuDtk-e4Z4z9IW299ILLaWvVK5un8iI5qhmi_ywxDv2gLNTiATTFsJGRE4fJVCMEmLj5Pqd2ma7fm2IPc&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVAb_y6EopqGiFQWjOMw9QL7l4TgxPqug5WQtdn6taGRw0tpWf5u33P6a9KUjsU9w5stX-OZoKJXyzufgdE_EwTfhnDqajSqIy417H-bW_CI6TKITnr1WWlzRIyBCSShKIEYsJMmbqMnDfloL-n331k=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_6glvtqqp12MJgSr4yj-PSFRNrgqFbvfvpqhWDSddJwG8FnxEeKjIwB9KJmG1392n6Dw_cA5touzD2n_DGiY9DvHeiH_DSxWPKOqrtM14wg0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVAb_y6EopqGLh9wbYts1IfTWBFfcIOqKs8VlYNgoS22In9sh8SYJn5AnYVa_Tf1-W41NfHxN7rt5kmlu3ADIkPEqAWSWjJGveUBfk3iQqM956fKBHROOxIlfNzZdPPnm-Wuyr1BQceayGVl-rWwNXc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_VMDxjWr7pb0mUcFJBhARdcGcH8OVnmxHkoa6CjOLfqozkpXvaGpKC9szRYqh1rOEWt4XX8DKuL4X5nvZlOHk8DTyCy4jy2z_OKUTQvziYdc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_aMZaG7hoSwFWC7__NwjnSlQv-UrpzjudTbo6XOwc8yoxYyoH_b_mcH2_eKvTJdIM2ebzYDU7rC1R_f73-uaBTvBj83PwC3pKAlWCXBlo2fLNJPTIRL5cC42QzYPxkbER&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVAb_y6EopqGUxBHaWPEzPsLMjnPSHvQ1C5GpQVeRdENSu8SeqY1x7eUR6ojWPVOA3NfdvFfthVik8X6qzS102B-bYOe_aiKTe7_Kv42hk5LfWAKwbo5cvg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVAb_y6EopqGXIVBLOa-bWgKWHioeDbxHgJrnVEsLnC67yJX9FfeYBfq5wKKYaFFDNU8BL7T0UtDYHa-vckBt8w-s3FhGu1p0bu6oPzjLUM9O80OVSSb6xk=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVAb_y6EopqG-DMzYdh60xXAkawVf2sbbdP-EGiJYCALGrEsKpduAB_hrxF1HUBHtWBXfM61U1_A10fn-oraxS-6Kif1byGg-VICQ5iOxVxOq_akDMFqTIg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Explorer of the Mississippi River
Frontier Statesman - Empire Builder
A Nobleman in Rank and Character”
 “Erected 1930 by Texas Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the
citizens of Navasota.”
  
• The bust was donated to the City by the French government in 1978. It was previously in
downtown, but was re-dedicated by the French consulate in May 2012 at August Horst
Park. 

• Inscription:
“From a time before recorded history the area around the confluence of the Brazos and
Navasota Rivers, along the La Bahia trail has been a magnet to travelers and a place to
rest and reflect on the heritage of Texas. This monument celebrates that heritage with a
timeline of flags, representing the Nations who built Texas unique character.
[...]

Colorado

Above:
1804 map of "Louisiana", bounded on the west by the Rocky Mountains, By Samuel Lewis (ca.1753-
1822) - United States Library of Congress.
The map shows South Fork, Colorado, fairly close to San Francisco, California. Because
much of the land to be exchanged was never fully explored, surveyed, or mapped by any
European country or the United States, the negotiators could not include clear boundaries
for the Louisiana Purchase treaty.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3478932

Markers, “Early History of Clear Creek”, and “Settlement of Clear Creek Valley”
Clear Creek Trail, Golden, CO 80401
GPS: 39.756867, -105.222833

• Inscription (excerpts):
“... In the 1700s French trading parties came to trade with the Utes”...
[...]
“For thousands of years native peoples have lived, hunted, and battled along this creek.
The earliest western nation to claim the creek was France when it created the New World
Province called Louisiana in 1682. In 1765 the French ceded the province to Spain. In
1800 France, under Napoleon’s rule, regained Louisiana, and in 1803 sold it to the United
States as part of the Louisiana Purchase. This creek had two names before it became
Clear Creek. Its first known name was Cannon Ball Creek—so named by Frenchmen. In
1820 the American military exploration team led by Stephen H. Long noted it was named
Cannon Ball Creek “from the size and form of the stones in its bed.” The creek’s second
name came in 1832 when Louis Vasquez, a fur trader, built a fort upstream of the creek’s
mouth. The creek then was called Vasquez Fork or Vasquez River. Louis Vasquez, for
whom Vasquez Street in Golden is named, trapped and traded with natives and
mountaineers along the river until around 1848. In 1859 gold rushers renamed the body
Clear Creek reflecting the clarity of the waters.” ....

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9dutC0UmRE5MoLGU53b__itA2LFj3h8CexU3Y6tkhWB1E5GGFWMmavRRlXOgUW6HpXGCfIuAQkJVzEbpaS45EAfbwsZtBSyGLe6VIC_RwF9GwNXQwvYWnuLoygCdkQ494sB1x8oUUTcWMUwsg3BA4WSeutzD89rMR9Np_f82zYmt2Y6tuDtk-e4Z4z9IW299ILLaWvVK5un8iI5qhmi_ywxDv2gLNTiATTFsJGRE4fLakc0AcqhfgY6AY1FqPwH6&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_4t13xNSglzBm4YZ5cZo7Uxr1o75e23nV5vbIPJ4deu2aRMP93mhwcmsJPyZwtiQbvWi7NEQIWe-13ubLfJVbX4rYwU7HR7U_D8w9eRmqOIOx4L5d5AzE1saG77-OQH6SuyRmwbwvzSw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_6vlDs1qNN6E2AIG6l54G2_eHU_KhFUdnzssvJBObTwGjkGeuIJZooMi84YbolcL5PJstvgakI6yBkNk1Bi_Wr_YZ9bsUxUXf_QubnDBNVCY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Talleyrand & Barbé-Marbois
Keen observers of the United States

Above:
"Part of the house in which "Talleyrand" lived, Bloomingdale Road, near Hudson River & 75th St. known
as Major Thompsons (now Perritt's) Mansion", The New York Public Library Digital Collections. 1863 -
1870. https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/74f66730-aa2e-0132-0806-58d385a7b928

Let's start with a note about Talleyrand, a key figure in the negotiation of
the Louisiana Purchase Treaty.
During the French Revolution, Talleyrand lived in the United States from
1794 to 1796.

• Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord (born in Paris Feb. 13, 1754 –
died in Paris, May 17, 1838), one of the most legendary diplomats of all
times, spent a couple of years in the US during the height of the Terror during
the French Revolution.
• In December 1792, the National Convention ordered Talleyrand's arrest. By
March 1794, as war loomed, he was expelled from Britain by Pitt and went to
the neutral United States. He and his friend Bon Albert Briois de Beaumez
traveled through the northern United States as far north as Maine and into
western New York. They remained in America until 1796, when Talleyrand
returned to France and Beaumez left for India.
• While in the US, Talleyrand worked as a bank agent, engaging in commodity
trading and real estate, amassing a small fortune.
• He stayed with Aaron Burr in New York, at Major Thompsons House on 75th
Street and Hudson River, the Claremont Inn at 124th Street in Riverside, lived
6 months in Newark, NJ, and worked with Theophile Cazenove ( a Dutch
banker) in Philadelphia.
• On May 19, 1794, Philadelphia's mayor, Matthew Clarkson, received
Talleyrand's oath of allegiance to the United States. Talleyrand also visited
Boston.
• Later, when Aaron Burr sought refuge at Talleyrand's home during his
European exile from 1808 to 1812, Talleyrand refused to help him because
Burr had killed his friend Alexander Hamilton in a duel in 1804.
• Talleyrand returned to France in 1796. He eventually became Napoléon’s
famous Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Marker, “Greene Settled”
17 Genesee Street, Greene NY 13778
GPS: 42.329200, -75.769967

• Inscription:
“Greene settled in 1792 by Stephen Ketchum and French refugees.

Talleyrand visited his contemporaries here in 1795.”

Marker, “Early Settlers”
91 South Chenango Street, Greene NY 13778
GPS: 42.324000, -75.775667

• Inscription:
“Early Settlers included

Joseph Juliand, Simond Barnett, and Stephen Ketchum.
In 1795 Talleyrand visited early French Settlement here.”

• Joseph Juliand was born in Lyon, France, on Jan. 17, 1749 and died in Greene,
Chenango County, NY on Oct.13, 1821.
• Stephen Ketchum was also an early settler and built a log cabin in 1792.

• The city of Bellefonte, in Pennsylvania, gets its name from the natural spring
"la belle fonte," which was named by Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-
Périgord during a land visit to central Pennsylvania in the 1790s.
• There is a Park named Talleyrand at Bellefonte.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LqPAoXJUaHWNjYJGwZBkp-8J5VF4Cy6jKqzASt4jEcf301PxBZHY10pilH4r2Qg_PxPUDHyOFEH6qXViFdZiiIGgsk8QsYX17n3W1RJENKc3OyFGEC7VHqUPL7FK_UjdkkA_WxwjG-LM0d98X-QrPA3ZT_Zk5NfcCTUdKY77id9-hdwy6eB7vQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_L-GIevYzR2TducLROK2CE3nlWa0lIjXwNBmVGZqv9cVBsgHB0HnoxztDlBMZixg1FOJPD6U4OOllW3zLmd-o9r1wXk65GNogpfS-s3t-5UC5PAOc0ei_p3gwqCkCM7qwMjh2urQ3h3p_YThtWtwdKUyRwmz9FPMu&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_VghEZIYUNqfbb0Nhntq8bcb-9mcoJM0JyjRh1J-UUY04T1GIgejMAgmWjLOx5dh4M-4W7ZU-qsSxMcNFZfF6ISEYcXJIeNOl4PJZxqBPHI0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_qqFsiZcrdVidk2gPS3TPlzLxwhlNparHvHq9UFQsgLtySN8oX02hz09HNeG_5jXxz9x2YQD-UUCoElAk5KoJ_Y3FL1eSMEi_rTfXfrogzU8=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


• There is a Park named Talleyrand at Bellefonte.

Marker, “Bellefonte”
High Street and Allegheny Street, Bellefonte PA 16823
GPS: 40.912017, -77.777950

• Inscription:
“Laid out by James Dunlop and James Harris, 1795. Named by Talleyrand for "beautiful
fountain". Early center of the iron industry. One-time home of five of Pennsylvania's
governors.
Erected 1947 by Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.”

Barbé-Marbois
Former envoy to the United States

Above:
US postage stamp (c. 1953) commemorating the Louisiana Purchase; Barbé-Marbois is pictured
alongside James Monroe and Robert Livingston. By Bureau of Engraving and Printing; Imaging by
Gwillhickers - U.S. Post Office; Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2957315

• François, marquis de Barbé-Marbois (January 31, 1745 – February 12,
1837) was born in Metz, where his father operated the local mint.
• He educated the children of the Marquis de Castries, who later served as
Louis XVI's Navy secretary from 1780 to 1789.
• In 1779, he became the secretary for the French legation in the United
States. The next year, he sent a questionnaire to the governors of all thirteen
former American colonies to collect information about their geography, natural
resources, history, and government. Thomas Jefferson, finishing his last term
as governor of Virginia, responded with a manuscript that became his famous
work, Notes on the State of Virginia.
• When Minister Chevalier de la Luzerne returned to France in 1783, Barbé-
Marbois remained in America as chargé d'affaires in 1784. That same year, he
married Elizabeth Moore, daughter of former Pennsylvania governor William
Moore.
• In 1785, he became intendant for the colony of Saint-Domingue (now Haiti).
He returned to France in 1789 and survived the French Revolution. Accused of
treason, he was exiled to French Guiana but was released by First Consul
Napoléon Bonaparte in 1799.
• He became Director of the Treasury in 1801, a Senator in 1802, and served
as Minister of the Treasury from 1801 to 1807.
• In 1803, he negotiated and signed on behalf of Napoléon Bonaparte the
Louisiana Purchase treaty, transferring Louisiana to the United States.
Covering 820,000 square miles, sold at roughly 4 cents an acre for
$15,000,000 (about $340,000,000 in today's dollars), the largest land deal
in the history of the world.

• Barbé-Marbois had a special connection with James Monroe and Robert
Linvingston that surely played a key role in the success of the Louisiana
Purchase. As Barbé-Marbois recalled in his book, History of Louisiana, “the
three negotiators had seen the origin of the American republic, and … had
established between them… an intimacy, which does not always exist between
foreign envoys.” They approved the sale of the Louisiana Territory for fifteen
million dollars on April 29, which Napoleon confirmed on May 1. The same day,
Monroe dined with the First Consul at the Louvre, where they discussed
Monroe’s journey to France, Franco-American relations, and President
Jefferson, "who Monroe spoke highly of..."

• As a reward, the First Consul gave him a gift of 152,000 francs, about
$646,000 in today's dollars. He was made Grand Officer of the Legion of Honor
and count in 1805, and appointed as the First President of the Cour des
Comptes, France's top auditing body, from 1807 to 1814.
• A skilled courtier, he supported the Bourbons during the Restoration and was
appointed Peer of France by King Louis XVIII. He briefly served as Minister of
Justice and was confirmed as President of the Cour des Comptes (equivalent

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_r8SgzA6HBNEKdqAXNWqx8ScVcSOacrEjF_XQBD4qOWJQy3la_mMzDJ3ZmsuHTjSr329rBYnOXkVJkcBH68nCA5yrKcmS-D9yxap5Og4_4QE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_7YEVjEmrQ7P-zgG1PDTrC4_WL8sMEs-i8Qg9kr9Tukfg2Wa69DC2iGqXHk3qvfWySLQ-e_zl55-4jTHp_JnKHVn18ffTHgBCPzx_JThtMbAafj80Mjkl_S_svDrqkobrn6v7a4JketmHUvmp8NG6CEhkj3c9e1vuFBzbNUFwLpOIQFx2xDEbbA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZecsZjpJyoDod8GowDyaWi-nbROmE7g1XRyfk-JjSoXRaxdRC85Xp80hE91tMqoJRxI9N7sXGSL4ezfN77AiDngsQIpdqxs5wNKp0fFplpLvpt68n-Gm8-aUC0tv1NMiFhssfW6QLARPKhK0YWBsCEA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Justice and was confirmed as President of the Cour des Comptes (equivalent
to the US GAO) by King Charles X and King Louis Philippe until he turned 89
in 1834. He passed away in 1837 and is buried in the village of Noyers in
Normandy.

Legacy in the United States:
• There are no known markers or plaques mentioning him in the United States,
even though he was instrumental in doubling the size of the fledgling
Republic. 
• He is, however, immortalized in a fresco in the Senate wing of the US Capitol.
• In 1829, he wrote a book "History of Louisiana and of Its Cession to the
United States of Northern America; Preceded by a Discourse on the
Constitution and Government of the United States".

Some notable
Frenchmen and women

of Louisiana

Above:
The Moniteur de la Louisiane, established in 1794, was Louisiana’s first newspaper. So few early issues
survive, its history is difficult to piece together. The earliest known issue—now only available in facsimile
—was dated Aug. 25, 1794; all other extant issues are from the 1800s. This issue includes
advertisements, notices, and reprinted news from London and Paris. Although mostly printed in French,
articles and lists of goods often also appear in English.
In the same year, a new journal called La Lanterne magique was established. Then in 1803, L'Union was
created to promote harmony between the old French communities and the new American settlers.
https://blog.rarenewspapers.com/a-gem-from-the-american-antiquarian-society-3/

At the time of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the population of French-speaking
people in the territory was estimated to be around 60,000. This population included
Creoles, French immigrants, and descendants of earlier settlers. The territory was a
mix of French, Spanish, Acadian, and German settlements. 

The Creoles, who were born in Louisiana, were a significant part of the French-
speaking population, and they spoke French and maintained a strong French
cultural identity.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_jREJiTjQrgYt32d9SyFmwwDgbd-Aawc-JxFVh24hFqKW-pw3VIRjN1EO8sDluquLHJbsOBxGdSCwtgIjsJ4bHhPHTH-4X5rKYDrzl88Li_ifmTo0oeStWPvOUdl5NUkZV4nKRINgqOg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_5VMxi2EC8LGDw_Whmy_TuULRKzrwkO1xsC5w1dTHwWue8Sl-sQ1KAJbqKm_KHrSU1LsXU1jDGijWia6GBPrv5IRxL-1Mzi2K8qtgA46FB9ffAQPRZmxA3t-XBPR_vn54v7CVGZKqTtB_FI-8RRStoYFdhd93U-bb&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


cultural identity.
Louisiana had been under Spanish rule for over 30 years before the purchase, and
there were also Spanish-speaking residents
A substantial portion of the non-native population in Louisiana was enslaved
Africans, representing roughly half of the total populatio

The article III of the Treaty stipulated that "The inhabitants of the ceded territory
shall be incorporated in the Union of the United States and admitted as soon as
possible according to the principles of the federal Constitution to the enjoyment of all
these rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of the United States, and in the
mean time they shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their
liberty, property and the Religion which they profess."

Overall, while the Louisiana Purchase marked a significant shift in sovereignty,
many French citizens continued to live in the region and adapted to the new
American context while preserving aspects of their cultural identity.

Initially, Louisiana recognized French as an official language. The House of
Representatives conducted its business in French, and the laws were based on an
updated version of the Custom of Paris. Wealthy Créoles sent their children to
France for education. There were numerous newspapers published in French,
sometimes incorporating elements of Kouri Vini, the local Créole language.
However, following the secession of southern states into the Confederacy, the
defeat in the war, the Yankees' prohibition of French, and the assimilation plan
implemented by the United States in 1921, French influence diminished significantly.

Jacques-Philippe Villeré
2nd U.S. Governor of Louisiana

Above:
Left: Jacques-Philippe Villeré, second US Governor of Louisiana after the Louisiana Purchase, Unknown
painter, State of Louisiana website. - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=3161626
Right: Home of Jacques Philipe Villeré, date unknown
Photo: https://chrisdier.com/2015/06/05/50-historic-photos-of-st-bernard-parish/comment-page-1/

• Jacques Phillippe Villeré (April 28, 1761 – March 7, 1830) was the second
US Governor of Louisiana after the Louisiana Purchase. Jacques Villeré's
grandfather, Etienne Roy de Villeré, had accompanied Iberville on a voyage
from France to the Gulf coast in the late 17th century during the reign of Louis
XIV. Joseph Antoine de Villeré, the father of Jacques Villeré, held a position in
the French Navy during the reign of King Louis XV.
• Jacques Philippe Villeré joined the French Army and received education in
France for two years, funded by the Crown, following his father's death. In
1776, he was assigned as a first lieutenant in the artillery in Saint-Domingue.
• During the War of 1812, from 1814 to 1815, Jacques Villeré served with
distinction as a major general commanding the 1st Division of the Louisiana
Militia in the Battle of New Orleans. He also participated in the convention that
drafted Louisiana's first state constitution. In 1816, Jacques Villeré was elected
as the second governor of the state. He retired after his term and was interred
at St. Louis Cemetery No. 2 in New Orleans.

Plaque, “Jacques Philippe Villeré”
St. Louis Cemetery No. 2, 300 N Claiborne Ave, New Orleans, LA 70112
GPS: 29.960717, -90.075300

•Inscription:

“Jacques Phillippe Villere
First native - born governor of Louisiana

Restored 1972
New Orleans Archdiocesan Cemeteries

Erected by New Orleans Archdiocesan Cemeteries.”

Tomb, “Jacques Philippe Villeré”
St. Louis Cemetery No. 2 , 300 N Claiborne Ave, New Orleans, LA 7011
GPS: 29.960717, -90.075300

• Inscription (engraved in French):
“Jacques Phillippe Villeré

First Native Born Governor of Louisiana”
“Cette Tombe Renferme Aussi les Restes

Du Vertueux Villere

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Fy0hp2AE7kUgPqwue5WnpHzOBpV81OEAt8BxLp1R7wWLfvxtuVk4C9ZhrSfXqogcAT0QmTU9tcl2xHd_z1kP6ndxgYNZe1RVRTF-0m5l9J1MaCLTpKlwfL0jD1qypbSr&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_WynmWuBXQS2JPr5J1Ci7vQAqkOkETHBA3ygt4fAddvUPX8o3aooaPFcK6134VeHHPB0Sfq59boiXdtfRA-NOWYQckrhsQXNO_qo1jaRKDgt8dCXVKaFNkf_JVZd14CvV97fQ0vkkKL8=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_u0Ss41w8zV5qI9hUWLJgUki4gEOeq7sG3NOqRiJAcYyJd6Zx0zaXnos_jGDzVamLJG_2nRo874Aqi9S06y6MAjK60vh37TiodS3LAfCEM8ZM2_N2NorAtDkkI689qpjxZmVAZlPTXoUFUpFLWrx4Jo_In5jrNyRS5DKZRr-Gukt5hCQpzKJM257J8xnl4ks0&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_YzhoOQyrcs3k6sFwT_jyaFln4YkBrAbzxDMxk-N0b6rT_XDi96Qkm9uNz19Yh5-d8dxtdad0qeRvcDcTdafMYVEJ2vnoMGD1sdeUw911xv6iIPP-2wL09g==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_YzhoOQyrcs3k6sFwT_jyaFln4YkBrAbzxDMxk-N0b6rT_XDi96Qkm9uNz19Yh5-d8dxtdad0qeRvcDcTdafMYVEJ2vnoMGD1tyIEvOBs1hj9AAM10nOe8w==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Du Vertueux Villere
L'estime de ses Concitoyens fit sa Gloire
L'Union de sa Famille Son Bon Bonheur

VILLERÉ
Décédé le 7 Mars 1830”

(translation in English):
“This Tomb Also Contains The Remains

Of The Virtuous Villere
The Esteem Of His Citizens Made His Glory

The Union Of His Family His Good Happiness
VILLERE

Died March 7, 1830"

Marker, “Plantation Jacques Philippe Villeré”
2324 E St Bernard Hwy, Meraux, LA 70075
GPS: 29.930600, -89.946017

• Inscription:
“First native-born Louisianan to serve as governor of Louisiana (1816-1820); Served as
major-general commanding the 1st Division of Louisiana Militia during the Battle of New
Orleans; British forces reached Mississippi River at Villere Plantation December 23, 1814,
and established their headquarters in main house of the Villere Plantation. Villere retired to
this plantation known as Conseil where he successfully cultivated sugar until his death.
Erected by Valero Energy Foundation”

Pierre Derbigny
Sixth U.S. Governor of Louisiana

Above:
Right: Pierre Derbigny by www.sos.louisiana.gov/28.htm Louisiana State Archives, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5465503
Left: Marker, Photographed by Mark Hilton, February 20, 2015, https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=80975

• Pierre Augustin Charles Bourguignon Derbigny (June 30, 1769 – October
6, 1829) served as the sixth Governor of Louisiana. He was born in Laon,
France, as the eldest son of Augustin Bourguignon d'Herbigny, who held
positions as President of the Directoire de l'Aisne and Mayor of Laon, and
Louise Angélique Blondela.
• Derbigny studied law at Ste. Genevieve but left France in 1791 due to the
French Revolution. He initially went to Saint-Domingue, then to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, where he married Felicité Odile de Hault de Lassus, with whom
he had five daughters and two sons. He later moved to Missouri, then Florida,
and finally to Louisiana, reaching New Orleans, then a Spanish colony, in
1797.
• In 1803, he became the private secretary to Etienne Bore, the mayor of New
Orleans, and was appointed Secretary of the Legislative Council. That same
year, Governor Claiborne named him the official language interpreter for the
territory. After the U.S. annexed the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, Derbigny
represented the new Americans in Washington, advocating for self-governance
for the Orleans Territory. His speech on July 4, 1804, also called for the
reopening of the slave trade.
• As the area became part of the United States, Derbigny opposed British
common law in Louisiana and supported keeping the civil law practices from
the French and Spanish colonial times. After the Governance Act of 1804
established Louisiana's territorial government, Derbigny, along with Jean Noel
Destréhan and Pierre Sauve, took a protest from the citizens to Washington,
D.C. This protest was called 'Remonstrance of the People of Louisiana against
the Political System Adopted by Congress for Them,' and it was eventually
presented to President Thomas Jefferson by the three men from Louisiana.
• In 1828, he was elected Governor. During his inauguration speech, Derbigny
called for internal improvements, which the legislature backed. These included
setting up a gas light company for New Orleans, several navigation companies
for the Mississippi River and key bayous, and building and repairing levees.
Unfortunately, on October 3, 1829, after ten months in office, he was thrown
from a carriage and died three days later in Gretna, Louisiana. Pierre Derbigny
was buried in Saint Louis Cemetery Number 1 in New Orleans.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_jaGMyY-Uvhg_t-TsIbhscCZdQj1yeTfHYNtzfVd5v7mFJKwCbSyQEbRioKLsjMCi3isYn1h_wwELfENx-KBQgFgY_4vzAsh4FxxSBLeDaP0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_5OiJMvRVy5qNGr1ekkgyDJmjHFXZzHulaSSZDkuxU5hFnJFNyFcEXDhKItdM8f6l5TXCVjOaYOoFCYbz9QFsJ9m-HvMytw4jhzTZ4oPN4EU5PhD6YgqZhg==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_BgHcSDVU70wd5yFLnH1ct8FJyz3sZHP9mHr0IHzGtyhvtnyotmFVub_8uqsfrRWF4URjytDhzuakw0xVVqmSDDrzuLnaXhJqXWlYCVGy2GNZ3Ym7uFuhe7hP9Dbqy7w3FJSCrG7truQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_6DObzs9v62dSGgqY1Lgqh4tyqPQ1Al1ObFJ9JIcWpI5DhtG2CTl3yf0UedE_4gCbF102MQzhG5BeBk3Zl3_VYDFR4v3KNtvWMitp3M0_u8k=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


French mayors of New Orleans
After the Louisiana Purchase:

Etienne de Boré, first Mayor

Above:
Left: Portrait of Etienne de Boré, first mayor of New Orleans after the Louisiana Purchase
by Rudolf Bohuněk (1875-1939) circa 1910, Public Domain, Louisiana State Museum
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16492395
Right: Marker, Boré Plantation, New Orleans, Photo by Cajun Scrambler, January 1, 2009
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=117167

The appointment of Etienne de Bore in 1803 established the office of
Mayor of New Orleans, following the Louisiana purchase.

• Jean Étienne de Boré, (27 December 1741 – 1 February 1820) born
Kaskaskia, Illinois, is renowned for pioneering the production of granulated
sugar in Louisiana.
• He was sent to France for his education by his parents. Upon completing his
schooling, he joined the elite Musketeers of the Guard in the French military.
After reaching the rank of captain, de Boré settled in the French colony and
became a planter. 
• His groundbreaking innovation transformed sugar cane into a profitable
commodity crop. De Boré's expansive plantation eventually became part of
New Orleans in 1870, and today it serves as the location for Audubon Park,
Tulane University, and Audubon Zoo.
• In 1803 De Boré was appointed as the first mayor of New Orleans under U.S.
rule. He died at the age of 78 and is buried at Saint Louis Cemetery No. 1 in
New Orleans. Boré street is named after him in the suburb of Metairie, LA.

Marker, “Boré Plantation - Audubon Park”
Audubon Zoo, 6500 Magazine Street, New Orleans LA 70118
GPS: 29.922650, -90.131733

• Inscription:
“This site 1781-1820 plantation of Jean Etienne Boré (1741-1820) First Mayor of N.O.
1803-1804. Here Boré first granulated sugar in 1795. Purchased for park in 1871. Site of
World's Industrial & Cotton Centennial Exposition 1884-1885.
Erected 1961 by The Department of Commerce and Industry.”

Charles Leveau Trudeau
Fourth Mayor

Above:
Left: Trudeau depicted in a circa 1746-1816 portrait by José Francisco Xavier de Salazar y Mendoza -
Public Domain, now housed at the Newcomb Art Museum https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=102082178
Right: Lafayette Square, the second oldest public park in New Orleans. The park was designed in 1788
by Charles Laveau Trudeau aka Don Carlos Trudeau (1743–1816), Surveyor General of Louisiana under
the Spanish government; who later served as New Orleans' acting mayor in 1812, after Louisiana
statehood.
Photo: http://old-new-orleans.com/NO_Lafayette_Square.html

• Charles Laveau Trudeau (1743–1816), also called Charles Trudeau dit Laveau or

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_mi03U853Nkap59MdEtAPbQL_HrwKcfPxDea85n4B_bu3Xz4GxJpiLgYvJHIXy4ur4d0YHcd5zL4oO-ynZzOlelfXv6RKh-DebrGU5r27Qk5C21kLE4yZnvSFXG8WU6FlrSv4F7gEjow=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_riCPEOMsKBFU2j_TyixPLIo7p2BXebqMCT4i2CGaZDj_r6LkK_3RCqnf5-rlPRHMncQ7UH6Ym9e76-xFK_AcHgmI_fCxSrOfUTiZt6ofOktXww_SG9w3ApvWLJreat5FYazONh1f_W8=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ltelZjyLlKia4kltOQylHQ5vLiYj8HPYv6S_XhwAm7AsjLdSMFtAiXH1szkVCGTwKzcpkKwUiU1al68s5yF2bhd37HfXvmnAr-9hDfvONmI=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_gTPey7iHfHa49eDt9WeJWOXOlSZaAnUiopi6dL7UlJcJvl7rQwIrmkAjDR-JgsrVl20ma1JIOkiA0FI2SrVS3KDGp0FTsS-sxB0qEVMzroA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_qLF37dHfDVp4OcI7Va_Vlp-ICi1d_XbD2PqzL0Lr-KPKz-9uhZGz5AL6HQYXU0u2KyXFFioT5IlgXz4qXeXN9KaEH4GukRaMdDUt-ye3-vI-ABJHGX_WC5TWroFdUm9BUXxmkz9gAa4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_qvVF0xhOT6TIgcATVbxpkdaUCOyovlQn8yJvHvCa_iBNfnVyBSmLXah3YAEVtS2B3ByWKhPL2E_sOB8tAGZ3KhdGJHUScfPKOTuUPiBj1tlp40IQQ4YeHSbIk5uCFR79&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


• Charles Laveau Trudeau (1743–1816), also called Charles Trudeau dit Laveau or
Don Carlos Trudeau, was the acting mayor of New Orleans from May 23 to October
8 in 1812. His name includes the French term 'dit Laveau,' a tradition used to honor
a respected woman in the family, specifically his great-great-grandmother, Marie
Catherine de Lavaux (1621–1688).

• Charles Trudeau was born in New Orleans during the French regime to Jean-
Baptiste Trudeau and Marianne Carrière. He married Marguerite D'Arcantel, a "free
woman of colour", and he is the father of Marie Laveau, (a renowned dedicated
practitioner of Voodoo, a healer, an herbalist, and an entrepreneur, also known as a
prominent female religious leader and community activist).

• Charles Laveau Trudeau held the position of Surveyor General of Spanish
Louisiana from the early 1780s until his resignation in 1805, a tenure lasting
approximately two decades during the U.S. Territory of Orleans period. His name
appears on maps and grants as Don Carlos Trudeau. Subsequently, he took on the
roles of recorder and president of the city council. Notably, during his time as
recorder, he assumed the role of interim mayor following the resignation of James
Mather.

Nicolas Girod
French-speaking only

Fifth Mayor

Above:
Left: Mayor Nicolas Girod, Mayor of New Orleans and owner of what would become The Napoleon
House. Portrait: https://www.napoleonhouse.com/history/
Right: Napoleon House, located in the French Quarter of New Orleans, boasts a rich history dating back
to the early 19th century. Built in 1797, the building originally served as the residence of Nicholas Girod,
the then-mayor of New Orleans. The property earned its name from the mayor's offer, in 1821, to provide
refuge to Napoleon Bonaparte during his exile. By Elisa Rolle - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21201262

• Nicolas Girod, who lived from April 1751 to September 1840, was the fifth
mayor of New Orleans, serving from late 1812 until September 4, 1815. He
was the first mayor after Louisiana became a state.
• Born into a wealthy family in Savoy, he moved to Spanish Louisiana in the
late 1770s with his brother Claude François and brother-in-law André-Marie
Quetant, later joined by his brother Jean François.
• He became successful as a merchant and owned significant property in New
Orleans, particularly in the American quarter, engaging in business with local
planters.
• Girod was the first elected mayor of New Orleans after Louisiana joined the
Union, serving until September 4, 1814, when he was re-elected but resigned
a year later.
• Some US Americans complained he did not speak English.
“His inauguration ceremony was conducted in French because Girod did not
speak English. When it was proposed that, as a mayor of an American city, he
should learn English, he responded that, since he was mayor, more
citizens should learn to speak French.”
• During his term, he prepared the city for the War of 1812 and welcomed
General Andrew Jackson, who imposed martial law in December 1814.
• In the spring of 1821, New Orleans buzzed with excitement as Girod
renovated a house he inherited on Chartres Street, now called the Napoleon
House. He was a key financial backer of a plan to rescue Napoleon from exile
in Saint Helena and bring him to live in New Orleans. The ship Seraphine was
built for this mission, led by Capt. Bossier and Louisiana pirate Dominique You.
However, the expedition turned back after receiving word from a French
merchant ship that Napoleon had died on May 5, 1821.
• Girod was also a philanthropist, leaving $100,000 in his will for a facility for
French orphans in Orleans Parish, along with donations to other institutions.
He passed away on September 1, 1840, at his home on Chartres and St. Louis
streets.
• Girod Street in New Orleans and Mandeville is named in his honor, and he
never married or had children.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_KO7rDUcyNVPgH4S_KacLLXyytIVdgzf-v2SNd6AK1rCuUr3TTcaopF3aHJY7_vApQSP7t-rpVn_17w8bXjnL397_gBfIBruR6-z2xM-n7xO3qBiK9ADuoXFFGph3ZXqOCS1gCQ9C9a4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_lHbx7DkSOHXK0HPwc77-Pin-UZ8CexarIIBNJZd1V-1Qj5_Q-9UHLGqLbY2viis4rO2nXl-Y1HWWcKnJcJZMcFMuosHk29qb0YGRwow8h_o=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_XrfAUDbXUqHo5VNCesCVAhO5pL81lE5gkmUgDg2rRrtoQ4QeCmhE6xrM0YCB_-EJAowlUpX4X_8_mlQNbo88pKO3s634bWSb9XthZbmXjZaQOAGkISY6XuyK4DPw1Ap06syPheq6ZHY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Count Louis Philippe de Roffignac
Seventh Mayor

Above:
Left: Roffignac Street sign, New Orleans, LA 70117
GPS: 29.9766377, -90.006858
Middle: Count Louis Philippe de Roffignac, By John L. Boqueta de Woiseri - Louisiana State Museum,
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37640169
Right: The (once) very famous Roffignac cocktail, Photo: http://spiritedsomm.com/a-sadly-forgotten-
cocktail-the-roffignac

• Count Louis Philippe de Roffignac, also known as Joseph Roffignac, was
a rich merchant and banker from Louisiana who served as the Mayor of New
Orleans from 1820 to 1828.
• Born on September 13, 1773, in Angoulême, he started his career as a page
at fourteen and joined the French army at seventeen. He fought in Spain and
later moved to Louisiana in 1800.
• Roffignac served ten terms in the state legislature and was honored as
a brigadier general for his role in the Battle of New Orleans. As mayor, he
focused on rapidly developing the city, borrowing money to fund improvements
like tree planting, street paving, and introducing street lighting. He also
established the first public education system and organized the city's first fire
department, while attempting to regulate gambling.
• He stepped down in 1828 and went back to France for a relaxed retirement
focused on writing and social activities. He passed away at his château near
Périgueux under strange circumstances: a medical examiner found that he
was sitting in his chair, looking at a loaded pistol, when he suddenly had a
stroke and fell; during the fall, the pistol went off and shot him in the head.
• Roffignac Street in New Orleans is named after him, and his name is also
remembered in the Roffignac cocktail, created about 40 years after he was
mayor, which was popular until the 1960s.
• According to the book Beverages De Luxe (1911) : “Its inventor was once the
mayor of the Mayor of New Orleans during the ancient regime, and tradition
tells us that Monsieur le Maire was the most popular official the Crescent city
ever had. On afternoons the mayor’s office was always thronged with visitors
desirous of both paying their respects to the Knightly Rofignac and also
enjoying one or two of his delicious ‘Rofignacs'”.
• If you would like to make one at home, here is the receipe: Combine 3/4 oz of
VSOP Cognac and 1 oz of raspberry shrub in a Highball glass with ice. Add
club soda, stir, and garnish with fresh raspberries.

Barthélémy Lafon
Cartographer extraordinaire

Above:
Left: 1816 map of New Orleans by Barthelemy Lafon, By Barthelemy Lafon (d. 1820) - 1816 map of New
Orleans, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=82605538
Right: Barthélémy Lafon, https://www.instagram.com/vianolavie/p/Cy0w56pLh52/?img_index=2

• Barthélemy Lafon (1769–1820) was a prominent French architect, engineer,

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_KO7rDUcyNVPgH4S_KacLLXyytIVdgzf-v2SNd6AK1rCuUr3TTcaopF3aHJY7_vApQSP7t-rpVn_17w8bXjnL397_gBfIBruR6-z2xM-n7xO3qBiK9ADuoXFFGph3ZXqO3JgzS0tB5Hw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_aqZCWJZh4g84Ft7zutXMv4LN-WnwYH2PfMRZdf2cOZKdHEKw9iOZ8JZx_3G10wbHnAafruYri1jNk8DMoBTFdhY6ui0jMxpmP0iMYJ1kCNM=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ourBedHWIN6aYowQwC0RR-jkNfr0aYPu9dsOpX788VoQ5fB3nQw1_nmiTxJXIzAP4nZ11d20yb-sblq7yqwmqNeEo7j2Ue09wMpoYBU-yfVUmE37JRkYdvY9cMxKErmHl2cfysT5tDA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_SOH-pqtepggX5TMw2XCcWaYhTVJ8B6broJmmZricK4mRYJZ2bew1PpyDABO-cJQ6LQpd_DHVPo-mnoNyIDwI5RuVQpPVnflv9GK9pDEK0NLPLVU4U-d-DQqtWOnnCYLXHqxJnp9oWK4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_YMbugnASSvXuJwJkDiPWFGZvrgdV5DC9NctkwUmX8LuPN4vIUn2c7Viwe_nc0B09NOyqMNyAsiZtyq8RJU93nDOJnEL4BvAELezdfJ6gkQ-hUjDs64FW5g==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_-Fm9QzuPgkpyMdX5ZSG_UqGSkpj42JtyO3DiAbRwgMA2cG_k2udwzVSxbfUF7NbiYYg5zqTVqiI1e3F1IwbzI3UVU3xO77V8dnq50Ga0O9KH66susIAfJw2Gcq8SJ__BogAEuKiPk_g=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_hMCiH_fpvjs0vGhePh0R4xKmpCfTO88K3oGorNVpDPr4EDFGM0A19YEFvY2PyI9FHM9cvoGHiFWBsOZ5eelXsJLSBUeKi9Kur7SeqiKxXOGD__tzG3QYZLlh2fhtNmmEefavH3jolmQdfipecepp7g==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


• Barthélemy Lafon (1769–1820) was a prominent French architect, engineer,
city planner, and surveyor in New Orleans, Louisiana. He led a dual life as a
respected professional and as a privateer, smuggler, and pirate. His
connections to piracy, particularly with Jean and Pierre Lafitte, became known
later in his life.
• Born in Villepinte, France, he moved to New Orleans around 1790, where he
designed various public buildings, including plans for public baths in 1797
(though they were never constructed) and a lighthouse, along with many
private residences like the Benachi cotton brokers' house and the Vincent
Rillieux house.
• After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, as the Mississippi River opened for
free trade, landowners near the Vieux Carré hired Lafon to subdivide their land
and create an American suburb. From 1806 to 1809, he was also the deputy
surveyor of Orleans Parish during the territorial period before statehood.

Marker, “Barthélémy Lafon (1769-1820)”
425 Basin St, New Orleans LA 70112
GPS: 29.959183, -90.071600

• Inscription:
“Born in France, Lafon spent 30 years in Louisiana and was employed in a myriad of

careers, including that of an engineer, architect, cartographer, surveyor, land speculator,
publisher, politician, urban planner, and soldier. His life and work had a profound effect

upon the landscape of New Orleans and beyond.”
Erected 2022 by Louisiana Colonials.

Bernard de Marigny
First Mardi-Gras in New Orleans

Above:
Left: Jean-Bernard Xavier Philippe de Marigny de Mandeville 
Portrait by Unknown - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3445828
Right: Plaque, Photographed by Barry Swackhamer, December 26, 2011 https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?
m=51643

• Jean-Bernard Xavier Philippe de Marigny de Mandeville (1785–1868),
known as Bernard de Marigny was a French-American nobleman who held
various roles such as planter, politician, duelist, writer, horse breeder, land
developer, and President of the Louisiana State Senate from 1822 to 1823.
• In 1798, Louis-Philippe, Duke of Orléans, along with his brothers, visited
the Marigny plantation and were extravagantly entertained by the family. An
anecdote even tells of special gold dinner ware being made for the occasion
and then thrown into the river after the visit, deeming none worthy of using it
again.
• He served as aide-de-camp for Louisiana governor, William C. C. Claiborne,
during the battle of New Orleans.
• Marigny funded the first organized New Orleans Mardi Gras celebration in
1833.
• He also founded the "Louisiana Race Course," now the Fair Grounds Race
Course
• In 1834, he laid out the town which bears his family name, Mandeville,
Louisiana.

Plaque, “Bernard de Marigny”
429 Basin Street, New Orleans LA 70112
GPS: 29.959250, -90.071883

• Inscription:
“Bernard de Marigny de Mandeville (1785-1868) a wealthy land-owner, served in the U.S.
Army, participated in framing the first and second constitutions of Louisiana, and served in
the Louisiana Territorial Legislature. He also was elected President of the Louisiana State
Senate in 1822. Lost most of his wealth before his death. Mandeville, Louisiana was
founded by him in the 1830’s. Two streets of New Orleans, Mandeville and Marigny, carry
the family name.
Erected 1983 by New Orleans Archdiocesan Cemeteries.”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9SckKPe_nPeTh54W44V5fxuIu6LDV_1KDMfDBMrt7EyDdJHzTaIVkuPK1pIGQV3GuiZOVkImZE8kl49FiinoD96KkyotFxH9L4ol1h1PCGU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_jZtTccSbcczC5m7svOx9Aan2wlIHknD5l7g2xixJTiC63e5oRcgw-e_SxSbDCUX2ykkh61fnr3sgvECA4lCqY70BHrMmuraQap8Y84uYgJLQPzgoH65XbkJ2BBSUYrrd&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_wrHoPCWPwYG39TMYvdjZk9p1x6l7mUqlTC9TW_-v_Epzt8ongQ932wVyMBYsIOh7ULTci3Jc8X_M2Hpq3-mP8p43eLe5PB5S_-pRqyszsbW7GGdXhu2WA632eG3nYpW9Bktx9y2jsbc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pHL17W8AVJ-O0lLWXN-Gj33GUfhPCWhtnKTVcfNzS63k0BC3xUboogrKmjnTrAc9OPKJ8ssLG_nVxw6_9J-0uZq31YP9MHbCucjmPFEP7Eo=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_BKjvom4cXG-pL0NIB4tsKQM1nBP9rLdiiheLkbYntBSkYOiYz5n7oeKtfjlqKa-h5BIlQ3onhlvPGP2MnLVBowBIzrp5tRF9aUTUSr5EkMo=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Erected 1983 by New Orleans Archdiocesan Cemeteries.”

Général Jean Humbert
A Private in the U.S. Army

Above:
Left: Général Jean Humbert, By François Bonneville
Gallica Digital Library , Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3313487
Right: Humbert: General of the Army of the French Republic as he was at the Battle of Castlebar in
Ireland. Coloured engraving published in Paris by Paul André Basset, 1798.
https://collection.nam.ac.uk/detail.php?acc=1975-05-62-1

• General Jean Joseph Amable Humbert (August 22, 1767 – January 3,
1823) was a French military officer involved in key conflicts during the late 18th
and early 19th centuries. He was born in La Coâre Saint-Nabord, near
Remiremont Vosges, and started as a sergeant in the National Guard of Lyon.
He quickly rose to brigadier general on April 9, 1794, and fought in the
Western campaigns before joining the Army of the Rhine.
• He was chosen to lead a French expeditionary force to help the Irish
Rebellion of 1798. His forces mainly included infantry from the 70th demi-
brigade, along with some artillery and parts of the 3rd Hussar Regiment. By the
time he reached the Irish coast, the rebellion had already been put down by
the British. The expedition landed in Ireland at Killala on Thursday, August 23,
1798, and initially succeeded in the Battle of Castlebar, where they defeated
the British Army. Humbert then announced the creation of an Irish Republic
and headed towards Dublin. However, his small army was defeated at the
Battle of Ballinamuck by the British Army, and he was captured. Humbert and
his French soldiers were transported to Dublin, where they were swapped for
British prisoners. In his first communication with the British, Humbert asked for
fair treatment of his Irish officers, but he was upset when several of them were
ordered to be executed by general Gerard Lake because they had been British
subjects before.
• After being called back a short time in Napoléon's Grand Army, Humbert
moved to New Orleans in 1810, where he met the French pirate Jean Lafitte.
In 1813, he tried to help start a rebellion in New Spain with revolutionary Juan
Bautista Mariano Picornell y Gomila, but it failed. In 1814, Humbert left New
Orleans to support the Patriot cause in the Argentine War of Independence,
where he briefly led a corps before going back home.
• A year later, he joined the U.S. Army as a private and fought in the Battle of
New Orleans during the War of 1812, wearing his old Napoleonic French
uniform.
• In 1815, he created a Foreign Legion, but the war ended before they could
fight.
• After the American victory in January 1815, General Andrew Jackson
thanked him for his help, and Humbert then lived a quiet life as a
schoolteacher until he passed away.

Marker, “General Humbert”
1208 Conti St, New Orleans LA 70112
GPS: 29.959167, -90.071733

• Inscription:
“ In memory of French General Jean Joseph Amable Humbert

'Vainqueur de Castlebar' who is buried in this cemetery.”

“In August, 1798, a gallant native of St. Nabord, France, General Jean Joseph Amable
Humbert commanding a small army of 1019 French troops landed in County Mayo on the
west coast of Ireland. A rising star of the French Republic, this daring and courageous
soldier arrived at the behest of The Society of The United Irishmen to assist them in their
struggle for independence from British rule. Following a signal victory over the British at
Castlebar, Humbert established the Republic of Connacht. A short time later his small
Franco-Irish army was cruelly defeated by a British force twenty times their number. Living
in New Orleans, Humbert valiantly served General Andrew Jackson at the Battle of

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_jQCnAXPomWbzJ06LjX38K-t4hfG_WyBROWV61TohrNBBZmmyHApkXUYXWggQGfcNvjBdTpx2jQQstUYO7lkvvwMIlDPZVtpH-wo9I1P9hnUkBazOJ9bn5nVtkZt_X2lXudnPK9ih2G0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_MNDRdZcPjACbhCr4nUTlURRpi6fWsJ-OA1aclGj2kjgoDqrgnmiOLxMbDZHxXXlKy9a660VZw1p-kxnsn9SseJY-DhA-uS9lphC6kQkNtZEUS0Jzdupj5a71oUz68Xf7Zb1z2XTSCOw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_R-tp4sKh4T37-VXuGuK8bALWDyKSZ4qY0pQ2sB245w8iKcyRC-m64eKSdFR0MjOc8rco8PeGnEoNLwFOIIn29uz0v52ufo2QjwAVS3zUdiQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


in New Orleans, Humbert valiantly served General Andrew Jackson at the Battle of
Chalmette, January 8th, 1815.”
Erected 2015 by Association 3ème Bataillon de Chasseurs des Montagnes - Béarn,
France & the County of Mayo, Ireland.

Suzanne Douvillier
née Vaillande, aka
"Madame Placide"

First Ballerina in the United States

Above:
Left: Plaque, Photographed by Craig Doda, June 14, 2024, https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=249618
Right: https://www.frenchquarterjournal.com/archives/danseuse-du-roi-the-life-of-suzanne-vailland-
douvillier

• Suzanne Théodore Vaillande Douvillier (born September 28, 1778 at Dôle,
Jura, France – August 30, 1826) was a French ballerina, mime, and
choreographer. She was the first trained ballerina to perform in the U.S.,
the first female choreographer in the U.S., the first woman to appear on
an American stage en travesti, the first female set designer in the U.S,
and perhaps the first woman to open and manage a theater in New
Orleans.
• She studied in Paris, leading to speculation that she trained in ballet at the
Paris Opera. During her teenage years, the French Revolution was happening,
and she moved to Saint-Domingue (today's Haiti), around 1790, at the age of
13. There, she met Alexander Placide (who was 28 years older), a talented
theatrical figure skilled in fencing, acrobatics, and play directing. He would play
a significant role in her career, both professionally and romantically.
• In 1791, the couple relocated to America following the Haitian rebellion. She
made her debut on January 25, 1792, at the John Street Theatre in New York
City, performing in The Bird Catcher, which is considered the first ballet in New
York. She was known as "Madame Placide", even though they were not
married. They spent several months there, showcasing various ballets and
pantomimes together. Later in 1792, they moved to Philadelphia and Boston,
and in 1793, they went to Newport, Rhode Island, where they were joined by
Louis Boucher Douvillier (1761 - 1821), a scenic painter.
• In 1794, they traveled south to Charleston, South Carolina. By this time, she
had become the most popular and skilled dancer in America, and in 1796, at
just 18 years old, she made history as the first female choreographer in the
United States with her ballet Echo and Narcissus. In June 1796, tensions
flared between Douvillier and Placide, leading to a duel over Vaillande's
affections. Although Placide won, Douvillier married Suzanne, and in 1799,
they moved to New Orleans. She began choreographing frequently while still
dancing. In 1808, she became the first woman to perform as a male in
America, a bold move at the time. By 1813, she ventured into set design,
becoming a trailblazer for women in that field as well.
• Suzanne debuted on a U.S. stage in Annapolis on October 29, 1791. It was
the first full ballet ever performed in the U.S. She made her New York debut on
January 25, 1792, at the John Street Theatre in New York City, performing in
The Bird Catcher, which is often seen as the first ballet in New York.
• In 1808, she became the first woman to perform as a man in America, a bold
move at the time, although men performing as women was common. In 1813,
she began working on set design and is recognized as a trailblazer in that field
as well.
• According to actor Noah Ludlow, her face was disfigured in her later years.
Her last performance was in Don Juan in 1818, where she wore a mask to hide
it. She passed away in New Orleans in 1826 at 48, in total poverty, five years
after her husband. They are buried together in St. Louis Cemetery, New
Orleans. She is recognized as a trailblazer for women's roles in society and
choreography.

Plaque, “Suzanne Douvillier”
401 Treme St, New Orleans LA 70112
GPS: 29.959617, -90.071800

• Inscription:

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_G5iZzcWoFpnJJog9RoArrReTZToYb6xzqB-Kyut0_yygYZ-bWWrwDXCtvHCJnQ8GMj3jWg3EAePlX6ZYIlb6jCODC4MXtPeqsUOUO5Oly6_68qyEGXBlG-HThXYNg1g7&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ERRWaO52GKiPtgOTnX3vvXhp_dV33l45mMfKb1m81L-OGKyxF2I4xxHGOOVOVVQjkMcz3aWHKEnEOS_VqyM5GNOwWS57dxyA6ClUt2jCql0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Rm5qLTMDXEAAdt9O4q-CFpKYaVGTtJ-UJsLos9i27PVkqx7duBLVkoy-4xht1qnQ76lISLAewgmWPiWo4TTVDmSKI4VLYHYj5cf-c1cE2GGkF-7tuO1_QGV7xnUx5-Dswq0nPZ2ggzVvue8FsobC1w27x1kROifZrIZCkGlWEN4RuEbXsJ5eq0xhiM033t5e&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_SqELQLEKDO3wIPy_h2D-vYoMPJHlXBRM7hkMUv4GwUBB7UL6ddy0E235y2-1wxhCuFz3WUtlbl56EQss-5sa5biCMJdSI4LrvS7liqz1Dg4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


• Inscription:
“ Née Vaillande choreographer and ballet mistress

at Le Théâtre St. Philippe
the United States' first female choreographer

born September 28, 1778, Dole, France.
Died August 30, 1826, New Orleans, Louisiana

reputedly interred within this section of wall vaults.”

Other notable sites and residents
of the Louisiana Territory

The historical Village of Vermillon, Louisiana

Above:
Left: Typical classroom, Historical village of Vermillon, Louisiana. Note the Cajun flag on the wall. Photo:
By jill meaux - https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=87630154
Right: La Chapelle des Attakapas Photo: By Elisa.rolle - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=57664861

The preservation of French culture has been a struggle. In 1882, a teacher of
French was quoted:
“We must notice here, my children, what importance our ancestors gave to the
upholding of the French language in Louisiana. They understood well the
introduction of a foreign language would make them lose some rights. Because this
is not a vain issue that this issue of the language, it is an issue of independence and
nationality. Also the Louisianians must consider the use of the French language as a
fraternal link that unites them with each other. It was spoken by their fathers, it must
be spoken by their children.”
(Laure ANDRY, Histoire de la Louisiane racontée aux enfants louisianais, 1882.)

Marker, “School House” – “L’école”
Vermilionville Historical Village
300 Fisher Road, Lafayette LA 70508
GPS: 30.215333, -91.994933

• Inscription:
“School House:
Banning of the French Language
"L'école is a reproduction of a typical schoolhouse of the late 1800s. In southwest
Louisiana, French was the dominant language until the mid-1900s. Native Americans
along with Spanish, German, African, and English arrivals and their descendants learned
to speak French to conduct business and socialize with neighbors. In the 1910s, new laws
banned the French language in schools as an attempt to Americanize the non-English
speaking population. The lines "I will not speak French” on the blackboard recall that time
period."
Cajun and Creole french dialects: What are the Differences?
"In southwest Louisiana, Creole and Cajun French dialects are distinct. Creole French
borrows vocabulary and grammar from West African (especially Senegambian) and
American Indian languages, and is distinct from the Creole languages of the French-
speaking Caribbean islands. As such, the Louisiana Creole dialect represents an
important linguistic legacy of the African diaspora in the Americas. In contrast, Cajun
French incorporates an French dialect from the 1700s and is different from modern
continental French. Both Cajun and Creole French use many expressions unique to
southwest Louisiana. distinct.
Side Bar: Many rural pockets of Creole and Cajun French-speaking communities continue
to exist in southern Louisiana, and the region remains one of the only places in the U.S.
where the native population speaks distinct French dialects. Both Creole and Cajun
dialects are in danger of becoming extinct as younger generations speak English
predominantly. Nonetheless, there is growing interest for French among young people.
Since 1968, the Council for the Development of French in Louisiana (CODOFIL) has
promoted the speaking of French language, and the preservation of both Creole and
Cajun cultures.”

Marker, “Attakapas Chapel - Chapelle des Attakapas”
Vermilionville Historical Village
300 Fisher Road, Lafayette LA 70508
GPS: 30.215233, -91.993900

• Inscription:
Attkapas Chapel: The Church in a Catholic Region
This chapel is a reproduction based on St. Francis Catholic Church in Point Coupee

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_6C1hMkMT1Rkc3M0klso476wAwKyMWf8pZh1I3PWVVc018UaSk8KT2qRgfOxtJ3fPUvRyueSOLyPZRIQjtxyHn7f3tdwfPW6559jdlL3-zhFQN2UccetcpUY5pGHVxVOf&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_I3-ngv3PnWUdjUg0BYIt1co0f1vgwOcGayyGQdir1E8VqFNgwxcDGLWksnLiDzXvOZ67ff6H2NZbmCUkU0kH1_73uRCkBZiD8sgUx8g7rMwN-8wXyXQ2xkF21OOnS4Kc0rrbpYKKaOo=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_0haCXZQwkQppKv3gy6DlvQof16LQRCf6ZkeGVXGBV1UMg_5RB0qMkm1f9557SWJOpc8co6sAHZAvhLlq9XofFSxJeQFzp12gUo76RjKCJjNWb5z3q7YwqCd_NOI8RFtMnSae1Q8KMMc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZOhVvyxsyVYp4eNwKnCjiUXIwPx3lf4dfssg1_lYiDA_VNCvtjl2laVSV6Gi5HXLp_jlm-BhxASbukmKguwDJPajjKeTOAl1bEYVjj0RsnI=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_V8RKaEbCpgNnEGMLoaj9CfJgfskI20N8M-v_nelrtCW-w_tIgPTvk4VV9MjOvhaC5DkfCM6i1TWyxEzaZUn4BVyGy7Iy7rAlfcIiEzcCXok=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


This chapel is a reproduction based on St. Francis Catholic Church in Point Coupee
(1760) and St Martin de Tours Catholic Church in St. Martinville (1773) [...] The Catholic
Church was the only church recognized by the French and Spanish in Louisiana during
the colonial period. The large majority of immigrants from Acadia, Spain, France, and
Germany were Catholic. For this reason, the region has a strong Catholic culture and faith
compared to neighboring regions, which are majority Protestant The Code Noir, which
regulated slavery, stipulated that enslaved persons must be baptized in the Catholic
Church. However, in local churches, free persons of color and enslaved persons sat in
separate seating areas from white parishioners.
Unique Catholic Celebrations in New Acadia
The celebrations of Mardi Gras and All-Saints Day are traditions first brought by the
earliest French and Spanish immigrants. With origins in the European Medieval period, Le
Courir de Mardi Gras is a unique tradition where people in colorful home-made costumes
travel from farm to farm on money, chickens or other ingredients to make a gumbo. On
horseback in a ritual to "beg” for All-Saints Day November 1st, families clean and adorn
their ancestors'' graves to honor their memories."

Typical Acadian Homes
circa 1803

Above:
Left: Maison Mouton, Photo: Maison Mouton, By Elisa.rolle - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=57664704
Right: Maison Broussard, By Z28scrambler - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76490253

• Marker, “Mouton House” – “Maison Mouton”
Vermilionville Historical Village
300 Fisher Road, Lafayette LA 70508
GPS: 30.215500, -91.994783

• Inscription (excerpts):
Mouton House:
The House of a Middle-Class Acadian Family
...”The founder of Vermilionville (present-day Lafayette) Jean Mouton built his wealth by
acquiring land and developing a large cotton plantation that used slave labor. The site of
the Vermilionville Historic Village was once part of the plantation owned by Jean's son
Alexandre, who served as governor from 1843-1846.
[...]
Side Bar:
The Mouton family was influential in the founding of the original Vermilionville settlement
(present-day Lafayette). As Acadians moved west from settlements along Bayou Teche,
some acquired land and became prosperous. French-speaking Acadian Jean Mouton
purchased land on the bayou in 1816 and founded the village of Vermilionville in 1821.
The following year, Mouton donated five acres to the Church of St. John the Evangelist,
the present-day site of St. John the Evangelist Cathedral in Lafayette. In 1836, Mouton
also donated the lands for the parish courthouse, and the town grew around the lands he
owned. In 1884, the town name officially changed to Lafayette, honoring the Marquis de
Lafayette, the French general who was a hero in the U.S. War for Independence.

Marker, “Maison Broussard”
Vermilionville Historical Village
300 Fisher Road, Lafayette LA 70508
GPS: 30.215983, -91.993533

• Inscription (excerpts):
Broussard House:
A Large Acadian Plantation Home
“La Maison Broussard dates to 1790 and is the oldest building in Vermilionville. It was the
home of Armand Broussard, who immigrated to Louisiana as a child from Acadian
Canada. Armand was the son of Joseph "Beausoleil" Broussard, the famous Acadian
resistance fighter who brought over two hundred Acadian refugees from Canada to the
Poste des Attakapas in 1765. At the age of sixteen, Armand registered his first cattle
brand and eventually became a prosperous rancher with his wife Anne Benoit and their
fourteen children. Broussard was also a military veteran who served in both the American
Revolution and at the Battle of New Orleans in 1815.
Enslaved Workers: A Diverse Group in Southwest Louisiana
The Broussard Plantation like most large farming operations used slave labor. Enslaved
persons in southwest Louisiana were a culturally diverse group, comprised of native-born
Africans of numerous different ethnic groups from across western and central Africa,
French-speaking Creole persons of color, and English-speaking persons of color from the
eastern states. Enslaved workers performed skilled jobs in the construction trades,
blacksmithing, cattle droving, laundering and cooking, as well as less skilled jobs such as
field hands and general labor.
Side bar: Enslaved persons in southwest Louisiana worked a variety of occupations.
Males often specialized in skilled trades such as livestock management and droving,
blacksmithing, and various construction trades such as carpentry, masonry, and
plastering. Females often performed skilled jobs such as domestic work, washing, and
child-care. Enslaved persons of African descent often served as cooks in many
households and thereby integrated many African dishes such as jambalaya (known as

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_7TQ-xxVHavecp7L51voFHjXIocYEfZSdNNL2ls1-1N5aoR33OLg0Jb-ECPuUHG22MWCRikfIzgIKjMDnqze2qOg1obJVz5B9nth7OkzcgHlDuImH29E7zPGGvcYd_iUTbV2edcAYTFw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_hPSUlDBYPJineRcp6FgwIZySH9T9eQpv0qpi4sbv89d2V05zyI9pENpTLB8BstfgnMe2pKGjYq8IigGfq1-ciAqvAWxEM01CSqsF_2-bVurirrppHTAQxUU7ohH7XJpcUECfy-ixTY8=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_36R3MGmflBWZlOlSgHVrOhNXFpCw9ff2lJZf8aN75-bAJgsa6xBzBYdZVMxzK4CiPsJSYHWTsNws-eTc47mvSgdgMabks7S7lyjp8Rd-QHAf_-bjIeY2tlXlsl4EJf2Mi2HuWhNFIJc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_4c-VZ_GtltZhcqcdKM8qiWZ_guJHM4RXkgumm1JNTZplT52GlHdVxXTxaKLaRPftSBfNdr6pH4c0CNTzdur4iW_5NlY_-LbsP4oYUsjkNyY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_abi9kX_INrSFsnLGh9zycIdUi1OVODS7OSogfq-VW3axk_e5kgdxdIQYwra58K-ZRqZgnvQAZR5KExeE16r7OJ_VvDvOdZAzVyxMe_YWHPE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


households and thereby integrated many African dishes such as jambalaya (known as
jolof in western Africa) and other rice-based dishes, coush-coush, okra, and sweet
potatoes. As such, the foods of the region represent an important cultural legacy of the
African diaspora in the Americas.”

Denis de la Ronde
Major General of the Louisiana State Militia

Above:
Left: Denis de la Ronde House c.1866. Chalmette Louisiana, Versailles Sub Division
Photo: By Louis Mistrot c.1866 - Mistrot Family Archives of Louisiana, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=36576482
Right: Pierre (Denys) Denis de La Ronde GCL (1762 - 1824)
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Denys-10

Pierre Denis de La Ronde is the Founder of Versailles, Louisiana.
Versailles was established by Major-General Pierre Denis de la Ronde, a
wealthy plantation owner in Louisiana and a descendant of the French
Canadian judge and poet, René-Louis Chartier de Lotbinière. In 1805, during
the U.S. territorial period, he and other local investors planned to create
Versailles along the Mississippi River and dig a barge canal through the
swamps to Lake Pontchartrain, where they intended to build another town
named 'Paris.' These communities were inspired by the French cities of Paris
and Versailles, aiming to replicate their style. Denis de La Ronde hoped this
Versailles would become larger and more popular than New Orleans. However,
development was hindered by political turmoil, leading to the War of 1812. In
1814-15, Colonel de La Ronde led the Louisiana militia's Third Regiment
during the Battle of New Orleans, which took place at his plantation and the
nearby Chalmette plantation owned by his half-brother, Ignace Martin de Lino
de Chalmette.

Marker “Denis de la Ronde Site”
135 W St Bernard Hwy, Chalmette, LA 70043
GPS: 29.937617, -89.967850

• Inscription (excerpts):
Pierre Denis de La Ronde was born in New Orleans in 1766, the son of Pierre Denis de
La Ronde and Marie Magdelaine Broutin. [...] Denis de La Ronde helped to settle Canary
Islanders in St. Bernard between 1779 and 1783 and served in the Galvez Expedition
during the American Revolution between 1779 and 1781. He also served as the second
commandant of the Poblacion de San Bernardo from 1788 until 1802. After the Louisiana
Purchase, Denis de La Ronde served as colonel commanding the Third Regiment of the
Louisiana Militia. Additionally, Denis de La Ronde helped to draft the first constitution of
the State of Louisiana in 1812 as a member of the first state constitutional convention.
Denis de La Ronde was major general of the Louisiana State Militia when he died in 1824.
He was buried with pomp and circumstance in St. Louis Cemetery No. Two in New
Orleans in a tomb maintained by his descendants..” [...]

Erected by Chalmette Refining.

Ignace de Chalmet
Planter, Revolutionary War Veteran

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ocqIZx5TqFdQ02pMqkLYT_dDh6Kyd8OmCnEAZ-3MlVf3WWt9k3pGso-TzDdF8paQmn_oJcLaxU_Z_mUXCnCaukKhL3d6TzC0xnhC9LaRX30JQCciYTezQc8VDxuknzgrGSK623-f6ntDSM668jXUgQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_jRoUwNZikDdonLzHmn02oxd5rsGfLlybf9aBSjOLvP70QLDVuYflpMxqLC_fNQtHy5QkmL9wcFIbtY5oD5LVUKegZD30ZyUbK8SflMPidWP6t0GXawt8D_sI_e2vS3mYkQ8KlD8o88Y=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_lrDdLsT8UlvIuf9W26OFg-xn1NuxiR5du20NirQNg-CX1a1fHlHN2m00nKDp58mzY9pOZCdPs-WGdeeE5KHuyPJFR59x7JklCyysUcN6_rg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_uyOYi32L1Zn3a44aXgDAatSmqjTLm_goNlrCEfNCiPTAytg6M-SxygKOESHGS3KtfW5FWblmheq16IsYahAXbRZEYuWfe-dHCeiqp0Yr15I=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSBsIQVSHVe7EY9AT-OrlTaLVB5tmFtoQyXKVbGQkjMAW7zltu-8jSuJzX1UrrhJgWF72YG67DmtMPiWbi8ae2v_9DbGysVKlWXw40WFYlUfHFWhkd3pAdLcQUj43bszI_sQBy5H-MoWP973KQFEq5-yNIVmUt48jaI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Left: Photo: Ignace Martin de Lino de Chalmette
William Bache's Silhouettes Album, c. 1803-04 National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian
Institution
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/146736781/ignace-de_lino_de-chalmette
Right: Marker, Chalmette Plantation, photographed by Tom Bosse, July 31, 2016,
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=97189

• Chalmette was established by Louis-Xavier Martin de Lino de Chalmette,
a plantation owner from Quebec and the grandson of René-Louis Chartier de
Lotbinière of Maison Lotbinière. The town was named after him. His oldest
son, Louis Xavier Martin de Lino de Chalmette, was born in Chalmette and
later married the sister of Antoine Philippe de Marigny, who was the
grandfather of Bernard de Marigny.
• During the Battle of New Orleans in January 1815, the Chalmette plantation,
which was owned by Ignace Martin de Lino de Chalmette (1755–1815), the
second son of the family, served as the battleground. Ignace Martin de Lino de
Chalmette was the maternal half-brother of Col. Pierre Denis de La Ronde,
who was the founder of Versailles, Louisiana, and commanded the Louisiana
militia's Third Regiment during the battle.
• In 1817, the 22-arpent Chalmette property was purchased by Hilaire and
Louis St. Amand, affluent free men of color. The St. Amand brothers, who
were slaveowners, transformed the property back into a sugarcane plantation
and constructed the essential production facilities and servants quarters to
sustain this enterprise.

Marker “Chalmette Plantation”
Intersection of Cemetery Road and W St Bernard Hwy, Chalmette, LA 70043
GPS: 29.944717, -89.985833

• Inscription:
“Named for Ignace Francois Martin de Lino de Chalmet (1755-1815), veteran of the
American Revolution. Attained the rank of captain of infantry in the Spanish Army; retired
about 1794. Purchased plantations below New Orleans and began acquisition of
properties in 1805, which would become the Chalmette Plantation stretching 22 arpents
along the Mississippi River; main house, sugar mill and almost all out buildings destroyed
in the Battle of New Orleans. Decisive engagement on January 8, 1815. 
Erected by St. Bernard Tourist Commission.”

Col. Jean de Goutin Bellechasse
Planter, Revolutionary War Veteran

Above:
Left: Surviving bell in front of public library, Photo by Infrogmation of New Orleans -
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7984981
Right: Belle Chasse Plantation House (demolished in 1960) , Belle Chasse, Plaquemines Parish, LA,
Photo by Coleman Howard, The Thelma Hecht Coleman Memorial Collection, Tulane University,
https://library.search.tulane.edu/discovery/delivery/01TUL_INST:Tulane/12434127740006326

• Joseph Deville de Goutin Bellechasse, a prominent figure in the history of
the French colony of Louisiana, played a significant role as the commander of
the militia during the transfer of the territory to the United States in 1803.
• Born in New Orleans in 1761, Bellechasse began his military career in the
service of Spain in 1779.
• He actively participated in the American Revolution, fighting alongside Don
Bernardo de Galvez against the British forces stationed at Fort Bute in
Manchac and Baton Rouge.
• After retiring from the military in 1803, Bellechasse ventured into various
business endeavors in New Orleans before rejoining the military. In 1810, he
was elected as the president of the legislative council.
• Although Bellechasse's plantation, located six miles below New Orleans, was
demolished in 1960, the plantation bell was preserved and now stands as a
memorial in front of the Belle Chasse City Hall.

Marker, “Bellechasse Plantation”
8442 Highway 23, Belle Chasse LA 70037
GPS: 29.852600, -89.986833

• Inscription:
“Site once part of Bellechasse plantation. Established by Col. Jean de Goutin

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSBsIQVSHVe7EY9AT-OrlTaLVB5tmFtoQyXKVbGQkjMAW7zltu-8jSuJzX1UrrhJgWF72YG67DmtMPiWbi8ae2v_9DbGysVKlWXw40WFYlUfHFWhkd3pAdLcQUj43bszI_sQBy5H-MoWP973KQFEq5-yNIVmUt48jaI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_EV3h1DV0XBLMB77_yLnsXlJ-4jTV_kZEG1rpjiMpiw-6y0pinmpGDj2xyJvnaaI_grqpY-ORJGeR2beblaFiiHuQC6UJIRDbfEXolZSzW0WMWC3On5LhhWRg6gnZ_zBOmglhOGa_ysxHa29YYsoa9iANPbQTfJ1Y&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_0E_Lsc507bg7EWmmuKbpZ1qLLmdROgHAExV_91v5rCTK8wTgphEbh41e_whw2ynGrR6xzZtPONnVJh7j51WnwedTamVp1pHtri-o-aLxjwc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_OTl_pa9DTNSWpXhE151xCjnhFvAZY3_ftfvbq4juGgT_NhcxnkCz9KdF4TBSO9fo-5G8JwKhc-7opriz5HLpRxaTpSJ0uRPeH1XLkCoZJlw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_MtcqPamamqX0FCaWQa409E0d_NGPorSR20TEj79Ga25AkstwjOHOkmAK8W4eV1Z6MBe3VSEtP9iQypQ7YXPuy43waEqdEHF8PJ6Gbbc4D8a-aRrdHxTvzvGxFFiGZlUyJ6YBfDwU-wODTxgCRdO8jg==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_iF3ccEaXPZTy1TWjZoW5-kbbBxYIFzZzvNl1rFmSA1yDLQquYpp2iw68PUfjim5nHtUTWT4y6kX7m1tKp0jN5Oq8jyJIx6Z5aq3-Niqjw5jRG5vnxY5JSN0YSBiWeMeQTZfO9cnuuyM=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Cwm00ABM93W0I-0sFiWmwaNLiKJdt03xHGwSL5gIS89-uEmPOCyifqgSNmn2ubfCUe-Z-cpLdeaxwqTnFBhB-IITUQoQG-DZWheMOkR4mztiGU1SRaOvOIwsVhrn4zNDOMB5PYgAEnoXq8EedjzpG4jxUUrgjJRu_mGRsxwqU-jknj_HgO6IlQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_RyQ7FRrY73jva5T1ZJsniMEwIZ2oXAHcf7EcjvWbiKFJOz7_IQ7JuColFkO7OalFbFQgnPpBuupJs4I04Dz3R_7wMlNEsumrZQKwoCfgwVA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


“Site once part of Bellechasse plantation. Established by Col. Jean de Goutin
Bellechasse, commander of colonial troops at the Louisiana Purchase transfer in 1803
and prominent early state official. Purchased in 1844 by Judah P. Benjamin, noted
attorney and Louisiana U.S. Senator. He was known as the "Brains of the Confederacy"
for his service in the Confederate cabinet. The main house was originally located about
1900 feet NNE of this site near the present ferry landing. It was razed in March 1960.
Erected by Plaquemines Parish Historical Association and Chevron Chemical - Oronite.”

Louis de Mun
Large landowner, Arkansas

Above:
Left: Marker, Lewis DeMun, Photo by Mark Hilton 2021 https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=170292
Right: Arkansas Daughters of the American Revolution monument marking the base established on
November 10, 1815 from which the lands of the Louisiana Purchase were surveyed to satisfy the claims
of veterans of the War of 1812., By Brandonrush - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=25258840

• Louis De Mun was reportedly a page of Queen Marie-Antoinette who fled the
French Revolution with his brothers and bought large tracts of land in today’s
Arkansas.

Marker, “Lewis deMun”
N Bettis St, Pocahontas, AR 72455
GPS: 36.261300, -90.970017

• Inscription:
“deMun, a French aristocrat (Chevalier or Knight), emigrated to the U.S. in the
1790s. A trained draftsman, he became the right hand man of Benjamin Latrobe, architect
of the U.S. Capitol. deMun oversaw the construction of the west wing of the Capitol
building as well as other structures in the capital and the Baltimore Cathedral. While in
Washington D.C. deMun became associated with Vice President Aaron Burr. He became
involved with Burr's plans (which remain unclear) in the newly purchased Louisiana
Territory. When Burr was put on trial for treason (he was acquitted), deMun relocated to
the wilderness –his family-owned hundreds of acres in south central Randolph County. In
1813, deMun established deMun Mills on the Mill Creek in what's now south Pocahontas.
This included the first grist mill in what would become Arkansas. In 1815, he was
appointed as administrator of Lawrence County, Missouri territory-a vast area from which
44 counties in north Arkansas and southern Missouri would later be formed. He chose a
spot near his family lands in what became Randolph County for the County Seat of the
new county. This became the town of Davidsonville, eight miles south of Pocahontas. He
was also Commander of the Militia in the county. De Mun township is named for him.”

Marker, « Initial Point of the Louisiana Purchase Survey”
Louisiana Purchase State Park, AR-362, Holly Grove, AR 72069
GPS: 34.645700, -91.051933

• Inscription:
“This stone marks the base established Nov. 10, 1815 from which the lands of the
Louisiana Purchase were surveyed by the United States Engineers. The first survey from
this point was made to satisfy the claims of the soldiers of the War of 1812 with land
bounties.
Erected 1926 by Arkansas Daughters of the American Revolution.”

Ste. Genevieve, Missouri

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9MVNer5Yj0Xk1uGffvfNZaP2n4hLsuKTB1YTRx9EV_QKcDM84QcP7ryzoovw2f0vwIVY8eb1GNmHJ3pZ46P9QuRxzwbmm7l15LdZQ3Yz4pkrU45YGgiHLjwL6ath4NmB0MJMFxTJNOI=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_9q77UnlG9P82RCgsCvDRMxuHVjEM23t36oIJ3phHg2wwbhPfDRWib459uMA08I9GToN36Btdts4ACWLhiCsBp4GAtMI0KdvLvljt3QY-Ok0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JCJZOJBWZMfeGjKFCVfN9rn5z75rayLfvHRLh8v6-tO9OcpCUQ-BPZX_oWWgFz_RIGnr-zP0S0AVN5hiCi-elTRuBFHbzO56vhCYNIfKvTiEJVOGMCLkwTTH68Rnktojf6yoFErkR0EPjce91HGgW8Q==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd4DGkO5X-6JmXz46H-g5d-QNMhtEOx6s2TJFYg-_NE0yhhozAoxKt8wKIpuIdbbRRThqkqVGjfrIxieNevcf82Tr-nqsqJhKIBL5QENDm1MILgX5xaFoQDNgWiCEcc9pzA6KuavTb5e&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZdtz8BxEt-iTH95_lK8YpfIucQX-64KinlC7YvE0Nk1zW8ugITP4IoU2pyQPi7z9aoJECQPv7feC-2rOoeHeuUmXZZYZAHeRxu_bdqzbCQXGU5Q_shHnYHJOkq1kEsnLbQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_TQhPdgoZGYrEBylxCISnrewyLZBWfUkmqxqnCz9dG2K1hiY4sPfvRN5bjRhVHNBSdCxd3Ea2fpzH-ONpLWPZRYlXmsrFiGPs3mc7RxNxNhFN7qQ--M3XcX60FeptHmTfq82i1Vu8ewY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_aErdb6-FMORAajrH5P5p8jwymo6fzuqlSy8rjFZvsvW8XN3fuhujiPSNXkvK_s1JRsnF9ez1hH3X8J2PwYBIER4cZfkO__wumCzUM8ZvxxE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_RIwhMnAYJk-rwk8RohPSPW_XlEM04sDQ-ZeRogm44i6ONEFIixXs6xoTJyazktc-wmu1abdHvJcCMR5Fwwi3CsrDgpMGJikKp9m3RZyLt2s=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_keYT7yN1BBFCQFp1cD-5fB3cYRc1lkAkojgqv5X7H11ZF9Zo3BJnTosCHQzyKS9VnVGOORrBDHAufaD1AuzhkN9RyRcwHtqgQqEI7nHjtCdMZixfRSFniB6WKvohMMS6LFwAs4TVnYc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Illustration of early scene of Ste. Genevieve in its original location on the banks of the Mississippi River.
Cropped from a mural painted in 1924 that is located in the Missouri State Capitol building in Jefferson
City, MO. Artist: Oscar E. Berninghaus (1874–1952). Missouri State Capitol
 – Public Domain, https://www.nps.gov/stge/learn/historyculture/stories.htm

• Sainte Genevieve is the county seat of Ste. Genevieve County, Missouri. It
was founded in 1735 by French colonists and settlers from Canada on the east
side of the river. It was the first organized European settlement west of the
Mississippi River in present-day Missouri. Today, it is home to Ste. Genevieve
National Historical Park, the 422nd unit of the National Park Service.

Marker, “Sainte Genevieve”
155 Market St, Sainte Genevieve MO 63670
GPS: 37.979067, -90.043983

• Inscription (excerpts):
“...Oldest permanent settlement in Missouri founded ca. 1735 by Illinois French as river
depot for lead and salt. Moved 3 miles to present site after 1785 flood. Named for the
patroness saint of Paris...”..."A vivid reminder of claims of France and Spain to the
Mississippi Valley and of the westward expansion of the United States...” ...”Ornithologist
John James Audubon was in a merchandising partnership here with Ferdinand Rozier,
1811”...”Here were established a Catholic church, 1749... Among many fine examples of
early architecture are the Louis Bolduc House, one of oldest in the Valley...”
Erected 1953 by State Historical Society of Missouri and State Highway Commission.”

Louis Bolduc,
a Missouri Pioneer

Above:
Maison de Louis Bolduc, Front view, showing post-on-sill construction and “bousillage” infill, Photo by
Andrew Balet https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3715908

• Louis Bolduc, born in 1739 in Québec and passing away in 1815,
established his residence in Ste. Genevieve during the early 1760s. He
married Agathe Govreau, a native of Kaskaskia. Three of their four children
reached adulthood. Despite his illiteracy, Bolduc displayed remarkable vigor,
ambition, and prosperity in agriculture, lead mining, salt production, and
commerce. He was respected, wealthy, and influential within the community,
and was elected church warden, a prestigious role. Despite becoming a US
citizen following the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, Bolduc never spoke English.
• The Louis Bolduc House, constructed in 1792, exemplifies the poteaux sur
solle ("posts-on-sill") architectural style. This historic dwelling is a remarkable
representation of the traditional French Colonial architecture prevalent during
the early 18th century in North America. The property was owned by Bolduc’s
descendants until the 1940s, preserved by the Colonial Dames of America in
1949, and listed as a National Historic Landmark in 1970.  

Marker, “Maison de Louis Bolduc”
103 S Main St, Ste. Genevieve, MO 63670
GPS: 37.978933, -90.043050

• Inscription:
“Louis Bolduc House
has been designated a

National Historic Landmark
This site possesses national significance

In commemorating the history of the United States of America”

Auguste Chouteau
The Chouteau dynasty

Main actors of the expansion to the West

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_keYT7yN1BBFCQFp1cD-5fB3cYRc1lkAkojgqv5X7H11ZF9Zo3BJnTosCHQzyKS9VnVGOORrBDHAufaD1AuzhkN9RyRcwHtqgQqEI7nHjtCdMZixfRSFniB6WKvohMMS6LFwAs4TVnYc=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Uakp7B8_Ym_77YDqDikP9EARJPb0HR0jormZzXc-_OrWfxKtWMJO6QfzsMIoy7VUTwSimYp7kCzuk8MN9EgmY2wCuvN_qWkJinC79MKCqTX7b1Zf7ih7zRPdJWO-34qdCvSEm3N7-4A=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZyQYbSvIrms-2B-CeM09xTFdQRlJpnEzof_0784KcCmAi8cUmvp4es7MGmpAHEPafZaVuzpQqbFDwZAEByqdfsYLGauzNSFTSh7qxSOhSo0=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_aWzRRS7_yw2va3aMHcobAVqOQuIFsYSUTCODCuQA4tjOQc9MIXLoLDW77qTiLbd5yLsTFgWOQ4uHnUn8aCQFIfnhzSuf2pECFqezX3duRFR4o1UyQ4xrnxP5KAt7bkEy&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_mZ5HBoj2KzqEENmaH6txhhGrPHav00mB8W5EXbgH_ViMu-z089CNqKxHcEo_lp2z4g4hYW5eT55gCLKh5ZgerAAXnq60XS6-hxr89TCb09N7s0gfxBaRK_6kMAoT9RXBJpL6DmMK1hE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_AyXSSOXbuvqb_xqJ9SrLvAXJVRp_YmWsjOe0wfuf_IG6DQUF3yPk9Hvi3Y761jGmOE3djpNVZjaFapJaEk5KjrJBpM-FPnfLZzxafV762Q8=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphxgXU6QJMbPKdvGnpJ1icC1thv-nR5bpgDDOY70Qu0erjtmSbhql0uE9nwj1gTBvoXs9aeEsqzA_TyYcY6HwEIllKNOueOvuZMAkF6nSesmcmaPDHRObHw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Left: Portrait of Auguste Chouteau, one of the founders of St. Louis. The portrait is a copy taken from a
miniature in a private collection that was painted in the late 1700s by an unidentified artist.. By Unknown
author - Missouri History Museum, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=61630770
Right: Tombstone, Auguste Chouteau, Photos: https://stltourguide.wordpress.com/2011/10/22/calvary-
cemetery-treasure-trove-of-the-lous-history/

• The Chouteau Family is perhaps the best example of the role French
pioneers played before, during and after the Louisiana Purchase in the
settlement, trade and expansion of the American West.
An entire Bulletin would not suffice to narrate the story of this large family, still
prominently established with numerous descendants today. We will cite here
only one marker out of several which memorialize their significant deeds, all
the way to South Dakota (Fort Pierre, which grew out of Fort Pierre Chouteau)

Marker, « Auguste Chouteau, Founder of St Louis"
6358 Delmar Boulevard, Saint Louis MO 63130
GPS: 38.655783, -90.303617

• Inscription :
“Born René Auguste Chouteau in New Orleans, he was raised by his stepfather, Pierre
Laclède, and his mother, Marie Therèse Chouteau. As Laclede's clerk and Lieutenant,
the 14-year-old Chouteau led the workers who began building St. Louis on February 15,
1764. He prospered as the village grew into a commercial hub, adapting to Spanish rule in
1770 and U.S. control in 1804. Diversifying into banking and real estate as the fur trade
declined, Chouteau, the town's business and social leader, was the first board of trustees
chairman upon its incorporation in 1809. As an early historian of the city wrote, "Laclede
founded, and Auguste Chouteau built, St. Louis.”
Erected 1993 by St. Louis Walk of Fame. 

Above: Bilingual English & French markers from The Chouteau Society
Left: Photographed by Michael W. Kruse, July 26, 2015, https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?
m=86273
Right: Photographed by Michael W. Kruse, July 26, 2015, https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?
m=249225

Marker « The Old French Cemetery”
655 W 11th ST, Kansas City MO 64105
GPS: 39.101050, -94.591783

• Inscription (excerpts, side in English):
“Kansas City in the very early 1800s was an exclusively French-speaking community and
its religious (and much of its social) life centered around its little log Catholic Church
erected on a plot of ground near present 11th and Pennsylvania...”
...”A cemetery was located behind (south) and west of the Church, and over the years
the French who comprised almost the entire population of Kansas City from about
1799 to 1844, were buried there. The early death records were kept by the Church in
Latin and French. The number of burials was fairly substantial, particularly after a cholera
epidemic nearly filled the cemetery. In about 1880 supposedly all the French burials were
moved to St. Mary’s cemetery, and the roll of interments was deposited with the Trustees
of the new cemetery. Most of the ancient remains, of necessity somewhat poorly
segregated and identified, were interred en masse”...
...”Probably the most interesting is the monument of Jacques Fournais (“Old Pino”) who
lived to be 125 and who witnessed the tumultuous Battle of Montreal in 1760 while
splitting fence rails with his father.”
Erected by The Chouteau Society & the Mildred Lane Kemper Fund.

Marker «The French Bottoms - Early Day Kansas City”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphxgXU6QJMbPKdvGnpJ1icC1thv-nR5bpgDDOY70Qu0erjtmSbhql0uE9nwj1gTBvoXs9aeEsqzA_TyYcY6HwEIllKNOueOvuZMAkF6nSesmcmaPDHRObHw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJp-VTU9qXAeKV0qJ3BG3voC7WBK1RWu0Q2fogntVYkxcxXVtyeYUH1PxPUoh6fNh7dqBuCqzN5OzzBOVqiG0RBgZxuUbd8IkwvPBFvW9SqzPEFIgP0XUb1-1h9h4jWXCPX2WLZPVPGNVU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pAe7bG_SFz2b2tr8WO1wr2cXu5nKT3Zs2RU_krGjWFjtgKv-rS9w_rzaE3dXKu-FW57xqMhZv1cIkm9AFmxCEyo_5AAo5zxLdjbWIVBE4tDE6eL39vpCqrP7hPs1APBCp-EDGyW87CvEMAb9WCgtLcIRz-Y37AEfW9Hr7C14VRQ0MHmH-EU3H-vEZbIw6bBjxra3h1UviPQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJpNGAL7cj6VDEOhUGrHT15Gk7M5yzCoM5R1Tlrw5FJfhssIsNhpH4gAtenzbWp3OHcDXZq0skjn6ArZyHYzqKSY-eOBxtIm5tTEIz_qf3H7qQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Bc9wCn74sADQGGb8H_M4w_oS4gNm20ozg3OywlfPD_KEAvWdsH_UAYBX2v98TGnFXvbfJfOBISOw_y_zJjTBkdRmkhCgKmil4R4wVvkOb5s=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_HqOy-Bj2Yy_u3JKLy_6QLirDdqSPQryG1ORMoaEP8AOzTgdTHBuQ83ZLbqpHJW_XOql3w_QrI1DNfcOw0_wm7z_VnoIkdHRQ1mhqI2liAnY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pHuS4lf3kvglMl3XD1ZD7-MCoV_apZ-zYVJATaHbkU5-H5xHz3kF2NlCzhVQykjBBQNxm3pHz-ducECNhz2jSjq8PjxEUAnb1CEdXODuu6I=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_RXb4pt7s8o2DjA5WzIE1QG1S6S-_0mNVNuzA1VcdqiKuTRZdSVSI3CY05UHLigeqcdooJ9bgCPF5SVfZKJU1tOmQfXWYAqp4MFIm8poFOzg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Marker «The French Bottoms - Early Day Kansas City”
1800 Genessee Street, Kansas City MO 64102
GPS: 39.093550, -94.605117

• Inscription (excerpts, English Side):
“One of America’s oldest and most prestigious livestock expositions, the American Royal,
is situated in the very spot where Kansas City, the gateway to the agricultural West, had
its beginnings. This little French-speaking enclave below the imposing bluffs, still today
sometimes called the French Bottoms, was settled in the very early 1800’s by French-
Indians who came down from the Northern Missouri River with their Blackfoot wives. They
were part of the genesis of the vast cornucopia of riches of food and fiber which was to
become the American West”... 
...”The French Commandant of the Missouri, referring to the general area from present
Kansas City on Westward said, circa 1717: “This is the finest country and the most
beautiful in the world; the prairies are like the seas, and filled with wild animals, especially
oxen (buffalo), cattle, hind and stag, in such quantities as to surpass the imagination...”
...” These country French had week “bals” where the tasty pot de bouillon and friendly cup
of wine went around and the chansons and fiddles and laughter rang out. But after the
great flood of 1844, all was washed away, and the village priest said that all one could
hear wafting up from the little French clearings were the songs of the birds and the
chattering of the squirrels”... Erected by  Chouteau Society & the Mildred Lane Kemper
Fund

Jean-Pierre Cabanne
Nebraska Pioneer

Above:
Left: Fur traders, https://www.legendsofamerica.com/jean-cabanne/
Right: Memorial, Photo by Michael James, May 24, 2008, https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=7893

• Jean Pierre Cabanne, born in Pau, Bearn, France on October 18, 1773 –
died in St. Louis, MO on June 27, 1841, was a French merchant and trader.
After acquiring a solid education and training in the merchandise industry, he
emigrated to America.
• Initially involved in the sugar trade in Charleston, SC, he later moved to New
Orleans, then St. Louis, MO, where he ventured into the fur trade business.
• By 1801, he was actively engaged in trading with the Kanza Indians, and by
1805, he had acquired licenses to conduct official trade with tribes as far north
as Sioux country along the Missouri River. He dedicated part of each year to
exploring the wilderness.
• Jean Pierre Cabanne collaborated with renowned fur traders such as Pierre
Chouteau, Jr., and in 1822, he established Cabanne’s Trading Post on the
Missouri River between Omaha and Fort Atkinson, which later transformed into
Fort Robidoux in North Omaha, NE. He was a partner in the Pratt, Chouteau &
Co. for several years before merging into the American Fur Company in 1826,
during which time he accumulated a substantial fortune.
• In 1830, he briefly participated in the Santa Fe trade, and in 1840, he co-
founded an opposition company named Pratte and Cabanne with Bernard
Pratte.
• Additionally, Jean Pierre Cabanne played a pivotal role in establishing the
Bank of Missouri, and among the first incorporators of the city of St. Louis. His
legacy continues through many of his descendants who still reside in the city.

Marker, “John Pierre Cabanne”
The marker was in bad shape for many years and was recently restored by the United
States Daughters of 1812 in Nebraska, along with the Daughters of the American
Revolution, who installed the Pierre Cabanne marker nearby. Both markers were
rededicated in a ceremony on October 11, 2008.
2800 Hummel Rd, Omaha, NE 68112
GPS: 41.373350, -95.953617

• Inscription:
“John Pierre Cabanne's pioneer fur-trading post was 385 feet southeast of this spot.
Erected 1927 by Mary Katharine Goddard Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR).”

Flags of Louisiana

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJpbp7Pr752EJsFTmbLuTyCAUtjDGTJGm2RYakQLoZZLiWk50yf2ctLeU8E8LbRPIOJ0KIF-_DCPlro5Q5h7DOmR-NihOukGxCtUlE6AvAj48Y=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZS7kTtpqC2q7w-C8RmvNbJvoLXEBzRdGAl6T7YY3g_5yRjTgIgf4gQhdHxcFlpq3yDdNmqYazexJMULvKtuKGI4sms80COmFV9cc3OakQkJ0mYaqNngqPW_nfU2hY0ki&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZS7kTtpqC2q7w-C8RmvNbJvoLXEBzRdGAl6T7YY3g_5yRjTgIgf4gQhdHxcFlpq3yDdNmqYazexJMULvKtuKGI4sms80COmFV9cc3OakQkKYmlXhlO1lRxcDDfITNoX0&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_o6N6QuWq02aEd1DGbOcO1_ytz5hCmdIH6EX9pRdzTSM-txXB1bJI1l-Nir8jk41cE-EdrF-sZQFS1_KjCMzUs0UwD0xrxc7ZcL_qWot9jJY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJp2KSP0rAUTmVrOWA73pPvTu7kUSA2JTNz-0mhHZeT14u7lIdi00FyuY52HggsDh7GQfM08GyQaMVFNrV6MPqelVUcKMstLA6hfs_xUjRryOw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_CrTVJcAIiy5CCVzwOWpNCTWSEP5gp5i8e7oEypKTjaJ6xr77KwQO40h9UOCE562hPD3OZPCzLcOvTmNoOKz_ySB7EtR6a8y7SFdo_j06axRQZGfl9IsTAYquml4JsAdq1EvELc4-awpe7nNfwN-3l_5Zw-meLjmmW1oDQzU9sAqdhKRe6_jN1DVSNT8hLRP1Ukg6Liu0eIDfE_dzLHiO6uos3dopNTgb1TvruWJr17JJJonnGVUpZJzNxLwC-mHZM2Bc44gFXwCCAssxNhNVpu_NmlEoREK4LvoNIutZkkTdQgNN6Ek3sen15ml51b3vlb1k4qzXJbhBV7LeaXA7N9dAosU5YCAyT7nHZUEHYULRW2cmJClyy_DCUuy49K9gDaJdNDuVwQA3cjOLvvo8b37fznRZ8noxcTFfckwifY0nVrGR26NJ-5FqKU1GnmhRjKh21inF6TfOyX-JOCCbgf8wxjbyXh2ybF116d_QwAU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
From Left to Right, Top to Bottom:
• The Flag of Iowa, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=526966
• The Flag of Arkansas,Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=324281
• Flag of Franco-Americans of Upper Louisiana, By Ec.Domnowall - Franco-American.gif, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17800376
• Flag of Acadiana, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1217239

Flags tell a story, and some of them continue to this day to manifest, in
varying degrees, a link to France.

Flag of Iowa
• The Iowa State Flag was designed by Dixie Cornell Gebhardt in 1917. She
was The Daughters of the American Revolution State Regent. The flag shows
a bald eagle holding in its beak a banner bearing the state motto: "Our
Liberties We Prize, and Our Rights We Will Maintain.” Blue and red were
added to the flag's ratification in 1921, so that the flag's colors became those of
the French tricolor, to commemorate Iowa's past in French North America.

Marker, Tribute to Dixie Cornell Gebhardt (also known as Iowa’s Betsy Ross).
214 East Main Street, Knoxville IA 50138
GPS: 41.318200, -93.096817

• Inscription:
“Mrs. Gebhardt, who was DAR State Regent in 1917, appointed a flag committee who,
after soliciting more than 81 chapters’ and state officers’ anonymous suggestions, selected
Dixie’s typically neat handiwork to become Iowa’s flag. Governor Harding approved her
design that year and once referred to Dixie as Iowa’s Betsy Ross. In 1921 Mrs. Gebhardt
was issued a copyright for her design which she immediately transferred to the state of
Iowa.
Iowa became the 29th state in 1846. Nearly 75 years later, in 1921, Iowa was the 46th
state to officially adopt a state flag. The original 1917 drawing was designed to identify
Iowa military regiments during World War I. Blue, white and red which represented loyalty,
purity and courage were inspired by the American flag and the flag of France, who
claimed the land twice until the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. By incorporating the National
bird carrying the state’s motto, Gebhardt conveys Iowa is an integral part of the United
States.”

The Flag of Arkansas
One of the three bottom stars on the flag symbolizes France
Marker, the Flag of Arkansas
US63/79, Wabbaseka AR 72175
GPS: 34.361717, -91.79585

• Inscription:
“In 1912, [...] the Flag Selection Committee chose a simple diamond design created by
Jefferson County school teacher Willie Kavanaugh Hocker. She explained the flag's
multiple symbols thus: 
- Red , white and blue - The color of the U.S. Flag. - 25 stars in the diamond border -
 Arkansas was the 25th state admitted to the Union - Diamond - Arkansas is the nation's
only diamond producing state
- Three stars on a single centered horizontal line-
- Three nations have ruled Arkansas: Spain, France and the United States.
- Arkansas was the third state created from the Louisiana Purchase (1803). [....]”

The Flag of Acadiana
The Acadiana flag symbolizes the Cajun region in southern Louisiana. It
features two horizontal stripes, blue on top and red below, with three white
fleurs de lis and a gold castle. There is also a white triangle on the left side
with a gold star inside. Designed in 1965, it was officially adopted on July 5,
1974. It is commonly known as the Cajun flag.
In 1965, Thomas J. Arceneaux of Lafayette Louisiana, former dean of
Agriculture at the University of Southwestern Louisiana designed the Louisiana
Acadian flag. A description of this flag follows: To symbolize the French
heritage and origin of the Acadians there are three silver fleur-des-lis on a blue
background. To symbolize Spain, who governed Louisiana for 40 years and
was in possession of the Louisiana territory when the Acadians arrived, the old
arms of the Castille, a gold tower on a red field. The gold star on a white field
represents “Our Lady of the Assumption”, Patroness of the Acadians. The star
also symbolizes the active participation of the Acadians in the American
Revolution. It was adopted in 1965 by the Comité acadien and in 1972 by the
Louisiana state.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_CrTVJcAIiy5CCVzwOWpNCTWSEP5gp5i8e7oEypKTjaJ6xr77KwQO40h9UOCE562hPD3OZPCzLcOvTmNoOKz_ySB7EtR6a8y7SFdo_j06axRQZGfl9IsTAYquml4JsAdq1EvELc4-awpe7nNfwN-3l_5Zw-meLjmmW1oDQzU9sAqdhKRe6_jN1DVSNT8hLRP1Ukg6Liu0eIDfE_dzLHiO6uos3dopNTgb1TvruWJr17JJJonnGVUpZJzNxLwC-mHZM2Bc44gFXwCCAssxNhNVpu_NmlEoREK4LvoNIutZkkTdQgNN6Ek3sen15ml51b3vlb1k4qzXJbhBV7LeaXA7N9dAosU5YCAyT7nHZUEHYULRW2cmJClyy_DCUuy49K9gDaJdNDuVwQA3cjOLvvo8b37fznRZ8noxcTFfckwifY0nVrGR26NJ-5FqKU1GnmhRjKh21inF6TfOyX-JOCCbgf8wxjbyXh2ybF116d_QwAU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_4khPz8197J1LhmWh_YAmpRBg3W-TgZIy6XP2rAac0hADPtsQJZLvC2tKrP4jw1_vUtYu90mDr4EEzvaY2hgDel3-q0oUyX5hXUhGKkc0_8E3VpForqOp-8HBtQgl9JXFKz1n3gXBAQA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_zExAwVztnixIqgKQ1su1Ya8IsbDVThikaaneCd14sl7MR5zG6NkxXyjrb_joAKFjv6MPUn42AG1UIjngZGUaSRr31VJ-hpLa5fqX_ZM9cl4PyR1ZentGxSjpm_WeBIIroBfocTw0dlw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_R032FCYVPMMye4yaSqyj2M65AmjTepzWngMZs1eRZTQAvEmd3upEngQX-EjWYaler1S9jEMXh_tlBMg7mTgqVFdhkAguCPS-KLlogzZ7-FRJdUxAK1COg4jMeDqsA5OXbR7nCjVgLwE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_pXpbeRoRUpsO2lndRrP1TQ7nerdwga3vzhEVCRFwK4BsWD0Z0OJSpU3kvtzknyt-xKOOd-yosPzh54mjIVOlfgp4hC067QgvOjK_6favekpYB6332A-1AM7nG7n9cI-20HAZtIvigzQ=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_EVaEpzeLq0secP_fGDQPZeJCLhWdbSiWmP25IwUyA07xZdwE-Q_ewBhZyPs5vj6H9r0GwLopdYApG814VCMriaoyVKuWJPYxoe4EvTr39CY=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_GeR2c1VU6AsfaObJTR4mq2Rf0VAzLf9qthhHNuzbg6lD3ehvIAKLLr0bhrwGCTfl2W2PEmQtdif8yyDjo6LaPaQnH8sagQNpxaRqBROuwA4=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Flag of Franco-Americans of Upper Louisiana
It is based on the traditional Standards of the Valois Kings and ceremonial
banner under the Bourbons in use prior to 1700 with the fleur-de-lys (lily
flower), symbol of Royal France.

Names of States:
(including outside the Louisiana Purchase)

• Illinois comes from French, as evidenced by the suffix "ois", and is derived from Ilinwek
in the Illinois language. The Illinois River is named after them. The French referred to
Chicago as 'la rivière Chékagou' before it became Chicago in English.
• Missouri was named in French before the US arrived, after the Missourite/Missouria
people who inhabited the area.
• Kansas originates from 'le Pays des Canzes,' meaning the Country of the Canzes,
which evolved into Kaws and Kansas in English.
• Arkansas is also derived from French, named after an indigenous nation known as
Okappas, and it retains its French pronunciation in English, with even a legislative
resolution 1-4-105 passed in 1881 against mispronunciation! As is the norm in French, the
"s" is the sign of plural and is always silent, so it must be pronounced "Arkansa". Ironically,
the French in France today assume it is correct English to pronounce "Arkansass".
• Alabama comes from the French name for an indigenous nation, les Alibamons, and its
city Mobile was originally Le Mobile.
• Iowa is named after 'le Pays des Aiouez,' another indigenous group.
• The name Mississippi was first recorded by explorer Louis Joliet, originally spelled with
one P in French, while other names like fleuve Saint-Louis were rarely used.
• Tennessee is derived from Tanasi, a Cherokee village noted on French maps Chéraquis.
• Wisconsin was borrowed through French, originally spelled Ouisconsing.
• Michigan is named after a lake, which was called Michigami by native tribes, and
although the French had other names for it (Lac des Illinois, Lac Dauphin), the indigenous
name prevailed by 1744.

Epilogue :

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_3i12fdtocwM6eaZLQVnp1quZglRD9AHgrJYN4PfKuD7OZ40-BHf0vuq8nwnCiA6aI6Zy6ZgHVUVpPap_uBBoyznQ99aqxHpophWRKDd1OlnJMXyeuc4sFjnB6eKkFphe16ZQFOyq3PNnGvLgmsqglc0JXAm4AWwaP91gcRcb7VsSDfOaRgF-CNoyVPn6VXiaYsl74pu_l4ZBEQuj5mZQdjizcESt0dKjFEpL80JC1Jw59tNyakfX87Kt--m9Lw7ZblG7SMEoZ0dOJeAXHLB9rhksZESpE4jqinax2mz_PkrYyr1dzZliRc2DI2hpS74jkaavlY9CcLQhzLqdWirDspLLVfX5Qn3k8WU1enzoxSwfoProiNmlc1LU2xyRka_H&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_vzBHUFaRoQPuoCBVUgBgYK_1Bn0pPhOEhwSU2YKdtxRisWCvLtE3weqYa9QE6pZrrwF0Geieys9QIvVrrSRRv96NOcexMIRT9A9IoZz3P0ykcFm7qx_4ljey2WLXdoGUR2hvR_hoz3Y=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_0VJ9YTy0IpI1M-wr9I_D_U3GFHj8Rs9CVkpftRjmQRBdRn9Nk-fZCMUY6dfNwJGc0YyuArwpRs1c6xH4fMPTxuvx6I_2YTwDaAyDS0YJwuYeFnuZFiljqPDbN15pVfo1YzweCyV0XaabeL1lrb9tPpDk_3heG_fvZxv_hd_T_njKoJTctK4YlO7uFjpQLJH7wHU0d-oCYlklMK6ae4fVOue8wsJS9mJsbFTjqSUyf5Q=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Above:
Top: Louisiana Purchase Centennial Exhibition, Saint Louis, MO, 1904, From the Collection: Neurdein
frères, Yale University, Illustration: https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog/2029220
Bottom: Poster for the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, informally known as the St. Louis World's Fair,
painted by artist Alphonse Mucha (Czech, 1860-1939) - Library of St. Louis, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=61961594

We shall leave the last (prophetic) word to Napoléon Bonaparte:

“The day may come when the cession of Louisiana to the United States shall
render the Americans too powerful for the continent of Europe.
Let the Louisianans know that we separate ourselves from them with regret;
that we stipulate in their favor everything that they can desire, and let them,
hereafter, happy in their independence, recollect that they have been
Frenchmen, and that France, in ceding them, has secured for them
advantages which they could not have obtained from a European power,
however paternal it might have been.
Let them retain for us sentiments of affection; and may their common origin,
descent, language, and customs, perpetuate the friendship.”

— Napoleon Bonaparte, 1803

Another Epilogue:
A new Pope with Louisiana Creole ancestry

Above:
Top: Pope Leo XIV waves from the balcony of St. Peter's Basilica to the people gathered in St. Peter's
Square in his first public appearance as pope, May 8, 2025, By Edgar Beltrán / The Pillar - CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=164968160
Bottom Left: Pope Leo XIV Coat of Arms, released May 11, 2025, Secretary of State of the Holy See,
featuring a fleur-de-lys (white lily) https://x.com/TerzaLoggia/status/1921168763774251016

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_0VJ9YTy0IpI1M-wr9I_D_U3GFHj8Rs9CVkpftRjmQRBdRn9Nk-fZCMUY6dfNwJGc0YyuArwpRs1c6xH4fMPTxuvx6I_2YTwDaAyDS0YJwuYeFnuZFiljqPDbN15pVfo1YzweCyV0XaabeL1lrb9tPpDk_3heG_fvZxv_hd_T_njKoJTctK4YlO7uFjpQLJH7wHU0d-oCYlklMK6ae4fVOue8wsJS9mJsbFTjqSUyf5Q=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_JpBmcBcLY8U8enxnI1YgMAwCf_wA_wlVnP-VnX5kxHn0v1JKmSHtMDYA0SNFzuJmBIZTdrlSfB-lzKfb4Wk-7ABr_T0vDv6gblP7uVjKKGd7dFOb_5GqL0U1KxKyCPb_&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Up2PGEyRJ68o64hZ6oTd505b-v4idKa5FDkJ28sQtZzUxvgzp4cnwfHc9QXZ7sg4_Ce-JQMDfGBXI4e03-qjguuuV9OwpLq1X3gHRCzgsxWHB56INqDLWeRAVkavNzES5ewPcRxwBPM=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZtaorQtg1_EMH14cf0kcyObqElTQMabWcKCKCa6cqxUWyzPF56UDeTwofghoe-96LQ_3YK_iSyeq3CCIdC-PL7CZyuvqGK6VeXYF1EbO-KYr-XdNOvooSw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_ZtaorQtg1_EMH14cf0kcyObqElTQMabWcKCKCa6cqxUWyzPF56UDeTwofghoe-96LQ_3YK_iSyeq3CCIdC-PL7CZyuvqGK6VeXYF1EbO-KaSOjRucuPKBQ==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Q4vl6Dh4_0Fu9vI898NgJNhcbtpI6q7aHl7y9qr3cc0pmeEzeRAh-lQaH98TBJBT4TnvTtWD_U7gpzZvaCpScqnteo1y156XobfJuL8XkcDPuiCEf41ZasfFqgsF5MOawDM9GU9zW2Q=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_AwZZvqDZHXOv18O6md2JDOfYEUCkSkmf7aEVpzk-1PGNtAMpZXCq2yy9FlIt9qjWK3zT-p4odbPYZIVpsDyY_qDZrmi2href-SJzBkQhnoX63l3UqLAjoYz58SrlMIaL&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


featuring a fleur-de-lys (white lily) https://x.com/TerzaLoggia/status/1921168763774251016
Bottom Right: Robert Prevost's first year, or novitiate, as an Augustinian took place at Immaculate
Conception Church in St. Louis, Missouri, By Parker Botanical - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21393833

• As we started writing this Bulletin, Pope Leo XIV was elected. According to
his official biography, the new Bishop of Rome was born as Robert Francis
Prevost on September 14, 1955, in Chicago, Illinois, to Louis Marius Prevost
(1920-1997), of French and Italian descent, and Mildred Agnes Martínez (1912
-1990), of Spanish descent. He has two brothers, Louis Martin and John
Joseph.
• The Pope's paternal grandparents were Jean Lanti Prevost (1876–1960), an
Italian individual of both French and Italian heritage, and Suzanne Fontaine
(1894–1979), a French national from Le Havre. His maternal grandparents
included Joseph Martínez, a mixed-race individual born in Hispaniola, and
Louise Baquié (also spelled Baquiet, or Baquiex), a mixed-race Black Creole
born in New Orleans...
• Léon XIV's maternal grandmother, Louise Bacquié, was born in New Orleans.
She was the daughter of a shoemaker and a mixed-race woman. This family
tree, available on Geneanet, traces back to a French soldier named François
Lemelle, who was the son of a Breton couple. The Bacquié family also has
roots in Guadeloupe. Léon XIV's great-great-grandfather, Aristide Bacquié,
was born in Pointe-à-Pitre in 1811 to an apparently unmarried couple. Aristide
later moved to Louisiana, and his son, Léon XIV's great-grandfather, was born
in New Orleans.
• The coat of arms, features a white lily on a blue background in the top left-
hand corner, a Marian symbol of purity. Cajun catholics will likely see a link with
the French Louisiana ancestry and the fleur-de-lys symbol!

PART TWO

Tribute to the American Volunteers
who joined the Lafayette Flying Corps:

We continue our series started in October 2023 with individual tributes to members
of the Escadrille Lafayette, later part of the Lafayette Flying Corps. To access our
Bulletin dedicated to the Escadrille Lafayette, visit:
https://conta.cc/3Qz0Xjl (original version in English)
https://conta.cc/3QCRqYM (version en français)

This month we are paying tribute to another volunteer who fought for
freedom and democracy:

Corporal Eric Fowler
"Mort Pour la France"

November 26, 1917
(Pau, Pyrénées-Atlantiques)

Note*: "Mort pour la France" meaning "Died for France," is a legal term in France. It is an honor given to
those who lost their lives in conflicts while serving the country. This phrase appears on their death
certificates. Both French citizens and foreign volunteers can receive this recognition.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_AwZZvqDZHXOv18O6md2JDOfYEUCkSkmf7aEVpzk-1PGNtAMpZXCq2yy9FlIt9qjWK3zT-p4odbPYZIVpsDyY_qDZrmi2href-SJzBkQhnoX63l3UqLAjoYz58SrlMIaL&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_F7b4yPFweAB1v9PNtzgvYlrK7AaQTMmSmLoNbaouqi2SKLTSQMi8djrK410C4gZZ0-H22IOYdFtkFzbTEr624ZYVcV4c11enypvIbi6w_yq54JM5lHiOA1hiVWV99INCUHgLuY29FuU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZYIgPYfZGC1wy98sfBMn0vstsfHByP_sQ1L8SA26qAFo40XFZtwA71UrE0Q6_oHjnkwHCbHqqP811ogcK8w9zWmd8PYvueuHllCEFcKB3Lz7L6eD-KKYipg=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZXs0DN7QTrkOJVRPzwtcvRJL8hiSIYjrm_iRKmRwUJlONGFO-t6pqqXvNN-mrEllW4bM3mmwB6mXkvTBLY33YhsoQRxk440W_g==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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Above:
Top Left: Eric Fowler, https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/people_details.php?
PeopleID=1873
Top Right: "Livret Militaire", Mémoires des Hommes, French Ministry of Defense.
His home town is mispelt, it is Quogue in Long Island, not "Coigne, undetermined
country"
https://www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr/fr/ark:/40699/m005239e90b5
28e1/5242bdc0e316f

• Eric Anderson Fowler was born on July 24, 1895, in Quogue, Long Island,
New York, as one of fourteen offspring of Anderson Fowler, a meat-packing
executive, and Emily (Arthur) Fowler. He received his education at St.
Bernard's School in New York, The Hill School in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, and
graduated from Princeton University in the Class of 1919.

On August 6, 1916, Eric Fowler enlisted in the American Ambulance Field
Service, where he served in Section Four until June 9, 1917, when he joined
France's Service Aeronautique. From June 20 to November 27, 1917, he
underwent training at aviation schools located in Tours, Avord, and Pau,
ultimately earning his brevet on the Caudron on October 21, 1917.

After completing his initial training, Fowler proceeded to Pau, in the Basses-
Pyrénées, for acrobatic training. Tragically, on November 27, 1917, the day of
his graduation from acrobatic school, he was flying at an altitude of 700 feet
among forty other aircraft when his training plane was observed to spiral out of
control and crash behind a hangar. Caporal Fowler was killed instantly at the
age of 22. It was suspected that he had fainted during flight, as the controls
were found to be intact and no parts were missing from the aircraft. An
American comrade, Charles Chapman, who witnessed the incident, remarked:
'He (Fowler) worked all morning doing acrobatics then went to the next class
without eating and fainted in his machine.'

Eric Fowler's funeral took place at the Episcopal Church in Pau, attended by
two of his sisters serving in the Ambulance Corps and his brother, Major
Harold Fowler, who commanded the American Aviation Squadrons assigned to
the British Expeditionary Forces. He was interred at Pau on November 28,
1917, with full military honors, and his remains were later relocated to the
Lafayette Flying Corps Monument in St. Cloud.
A cenotaph exists at Woodlawn Cemetery, Bronx, NY (ID 272459291)

PART THREE
NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & SAVE THE DATES

Photo Album
Bicentennial Lafayette's Farewell Tour

selection of March Events

For a complete recap of all 2024 events on video:
https://www.facebook.com/watch?v=8651422631623327

April - May 2025
General Lafayette in Louisiana, Missouri,

Tennessee, Kentucky
Commemoration of the Bicentennial visit

All photos and captions from
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsofLafayette

Lafayette in New Orleans
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Lafayette in New Orleans

"A Hero of Two Worlds Returns to New Orleans
In 1825, Lafayette’s arrival in New Orleans was more than a visit—it was a powerful tribute
to liberty, dignity, and the enduring fight for self-determination. Nearly 200 years later,
we’re still inspired by the legacy he left behind.
Now, visitors can step into history—hearing Lafayette’s words in an immersive
soundscape and standing in the very room where he stayed during his tour.
Special thanks to the Spirit of ’76 Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, for
helping bring this tribute to life, and to everyone who came together to honor Lafayette’s
timeless impact on both France and the United States.
Here’s to the legacy of a true revolutionary—and to the friendships that stand the test of
time."
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

"On April 9th, the Consulate to France in Louisiana had the honor of unveiling a
commemorative plaque at the Cabildo, where the Marquis de Lafayette stood exactly 200
years ago during his grand tour of the United States.
The honor was ours!"
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette
https://www.facebook.com/FranceLouisiana

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZthYCQTCePteYwXPmHnbmHAvNJa09AHaVaYeL3OLWBKHchT0rMjIy-lieWnZFU9XFb2K9K3u766xiQNyGSQN6OQwHDcW5FsOn2RIqlOudX6Gcph7PihKqscz5bMeyqLNwuGKUBHd_dK&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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"At Chalmette Battlefield, Consul General Rodolphe Sambou joined Brigadier General de
Kytspotter, Head of the French Military and Defense Mission to the UN, to pay tribute to
the legacy of the Marquis de Lafayette.
It was on this very ground in 1825 that Lafayette first set foot in Louisiana, greeted with
ceremony by the governor and local dignitaries. Nearly two centuries later, we gathered to
remember his bold commitment to liberty and the enduring friendship between France and
the United States. A heartfelt thank you to @FranceInLouisiana for capturing and sharing
this powerful moment."
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phHkP0VtGmE
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

A Grand Evening of Elegance and Opera!
"Guests were welcomed by the New Orleans Women’s Opera Guild at their stunning
mansion on Prytania Street in the historic Garden District—once the City of Lafayette,
named in honor of General Lafayette before becoming part of New Orleans. The
beautifully preserved home now serves as the headquarters of the New Orleans Opera
Women’s Guild and the New Orleans Opera Association.
An elegant dinner was served, and guests were serenaded by talented opera singers in a
setting as rich in history as it was in music. A night to remember—filled with fine dining,
breathtaking vocals, and timeless charm."
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZthYCQTCePteYwXPmHnbmHAvNJa09AHaVaYeL3OLWBKHchT0rMjIy-lieWnZFU9XFb2K9K3u766xiQNyGSQN6OQwHDcW5FsOn2RIqlOudX6Gcph7PihKqscz5bMeyqLNzATNiPWKS9n&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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A Theatrical Evening with Lafayette in the French Quarter
"The New Orleans Spring Fiesta Association graciously hosted us for A Theatrical
Evening with Lafayette at their beautifully preserved early 19th-century historic
townhome in the heart of the French Quarter. Guests stepped back in time for an
unforgettable night filled with rich ambiance, warm hospitality, and the presence of
our favorite French general.
Dinner was served in true Southern style, surrounded by the charm and elegance of
the historic setting. A talented youth musical theater quartet brought the evening to
life with performances from Hamilton, staying in character as they mingled with
guests throughout the night.
It was a magical celebration of history, music, and camaraderie—an evening that
beautifully honored Lafayette’s legacy in New Orleans."
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

Lafayette in Baton Rouge

Lafayette Returns to Baton Rouge!
"On April 16, 1825, General Lafayette visited the historic Tessier Building—and nearly 200
years later, we honored that moment in the very same spot.
Hosted by Bold Strategies, this commemorative event celebrated Lafayette’s enduring
legacy, with a special proclamation presented by Louisiana Secretary of State, Nancy
Landry.
Thank you to everyone who helped bring history to life in Baton Rouge!"
Additional photos available: https://www.quic.pics/LJVlzr2kl2/4KamQWAval
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

Lafayette in Saint Louis, MO
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Lafayette’s St. Louis Adventure – 1825 To-Do List!
"Step into history where it all began! Follow in Lafayette’s footsteps with these must-see
stops:
Visit the Lewis and Clark Museum — honor the spirit of exploration and discovery!
Marvel at the St. Louis Arch — a modern symbol soaring where westward dreams took
flight!
Explore Carondelet — founded in 1767 by Clement DeLore de Treget, a French naval
officer turned pioneer! (Fun fact: Carondelet grew just north of an early Catholic mission at
the River des Peres in 1702!)
Wander through Lafayette Park — land once part of the St. Louis Common, set aside in
1836, and now the oldest urban park west of the Mississippi!
Cheer at Ballpark Village — where today's excitement meets yesterday’s spirit of
celebration!
From early settlements to soaring monuments, Lafayette’s tour reminds us how history
continues to shape St. Louis!"
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

Lafayette in Louisville, KY and
Jeffersonville, IN.
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"The American Friends of Lafayette – Louisville and Jeffersonville Committees,
along with the American Friends of Lafayette, Sons of the American Revolution,
Daughters of the American Revolution, and the Kentucky Masons, hosted a day full
of commemorative events honoring the bicentennial of Lafayette’s arrival in
Louisville, KY and Jeffersonville, IN.
At the Old Portland Wharf, attendees experienced a powerful re-enactment of
Lafayette’s historic 1825 arrival—dry and unharmed after a shipwreck—complete
with a color guard and performances of the National Anthem and La Marseillaise. A
new historic road marker was unveiled, detailing Lafayette’s journey and visit.
The celebration continued with food and refreshments provided by the Louisville
Thruston Chapter-SAR, the Louisville Committee, and Good Shepherd Catholic
Church, followed by a guided tour to the original Portland Wharf site.
The day concluded with a walk along the old Portland-Louisville Plank Turnpike to
the Portland Museum, where guests enjoyed a presentation on Lafayette’s visit and
the local history of the time.
It was a meaningful and memorable tribute to a moment that helped shape the
bonds between France and the United States. "
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

"The French nobleman Marquis de Lafayette fought alongside George Washington during
the Revolutionary War, endearing him to everyone in the forming nation. Some four
decades later, in 1824-25, Lafayette took a victory lap around the United States, stopping
in towns large and small to greet the grateful Americans.
Some 200 years hence, Lafayette is making a return visit – sort of – during
the Bicentennial of Lafayette's Farewell Tour. The war hero’s trail is in the process of being
honored by reenactors who are stopping in every town Lafayette visited two centuries ago,
including Louisville and Jeffersonville, May 10-12, 2025.
Lafayette returned to Jeffersonville, 200 years later!
SoIN helped welcome a reenactment of the French hero’s 1825 visit. Students, veterans,
and Revolutionary War history came together in a powerful celebration at Big Four Station
and Veterans Memorial Park.
Click the link to read more about Lafayette's connection to SoIN! https://bit.ly/4jTygde
#GoSoIN The American Friends of Lafayette"

SAVE THE DATE
Lafayette Bicentennial

Lafayette in Cincinnati, OH
May 19-20, 2025
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A Cincinnati-area Committee with representatives from multiple local and national
organizations including Daughters of the American Revolution, Sons of the American
Revolution, Free & Accepted Masons, Alliance Francaise de Cincinnati, Cincinnati History
Library & Archives, American Friends of Lafayette, the Lafayette Trail, Inc, and others,
have collaborated to Celebrate, Commemorate, and Educate about Lafayette and his visit
to Cincinnati.
Join us this May 19th-20th as we honor him with several delightful activities, including:

May 19, 11:00 am: Opening Ceremony, Welcoming Lafayette at the Historic Marker
near the Paddle Wheel sculpture on the Public Landing.  Lafayette will be portrayed
by a historical interpreter. The Mayor will provide a Proclamation. Join members of
the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) in wearing period attire (admired but not required). The SAR
Color Guard will provide a salute. Open to all, free of charge 
May 19, 6:30 pm: The Lafayette Gala Formal Dinner & Ball, Enjoy delicious French
cuisine, greetings from many Dignitaries of local and national organizations
including DAR and Freemasons, Lafayette (portrayed by AFL Interpreter), SAR
Color Guard, Keynote Speaker Julien Icher, President and Founder of
The Lafayette Trail, Inc., Cincinnati Civic Orchestra and Ballroom Dancing (with a
professional instructor). This will be a ticketed public event.
May 20, 10:30 am: Tribute to Lafayette and Fanny Wright at Spring Grove
Cemetery and Arboretum, Rose Garden Gazebo. A tribute to Fanny Wright,
close friend of Lafayette and fellow abolitionist and supporter of equal rights for
women. Educational speakers, Lafayette and Fanny Wright will be portrayed by
historical interpreters. Following the presentations will be a visit to Fanny’s grave to
lay flowers. Open to all, free of charge

You can register for events by clicking: HERE

Lafayette in Gallipolis, Ohio
May 22, 2025
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZaD4L5Na7uM9t6txdaeqgTCRJLTC0EHltKmA9wp4AMtZsAxEBTqbNXuhJCMX51Vtmwl7pV77gxq5yqBkfgekcbKaMBBX7Tpw2d8kDVgDO4kMsJSM-w66TXpVNEm_u_TZ9dSXGQKmcMD7bt3y0HWJufwn6SbWpgbjIkmiMEMrZmxIY_BG2WSqdzwXuM2y9_MeiINDt6ZcbaKuLA4ke8IS2ifBAQ-Ty-cLBRe4WsLwMcr9ZszvC1xQLBGOp7BLnUitua0p4Gj9rs6K&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


We join the American Friends of Lafayette
in congratulating

River Valley Middle School student Brielle McCombs

"Look at this stunning work by Gallia County Local Schools / River Valley Middle School
student, Brielle McCombs!
We extend our sincerest appreciation to the Gallia County Local School District! This
artwork was created by River Valley Middle School student Brielle McCombs, and we think
it’s pretty amazing and want to congratulate her for winning the art competition.
Teachers Amber Caudill, Charles Maxam, Jerry Waters, and Angie Petrie generously
volunteered their time to bring this project to fruition for our community’s enjoyment. Just
one more reason to get excited about the Gallipolis Lafayette Bicentennial on May 22"
Text & Photos The American Friends of Lafayette

An invitation from
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Foundation

Flowers of Remembrance
May 25, 2025

This Memorial Day weekend, you are warmly invited to join us for a profoundly
moving tribute: Flowers of Remembrance at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery, on Sunday, May 25, 2025, starting at
8:00 AM.

This is a rare and meaningful opportunity to stand on the plaza and personally lay a
flower at the Tomb—in honor of those who gave everything for our freedom.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZaD4L5Na7uM9t6txdaeqgTCRJLTC0EHltKmA9wp4AMtZsAxEBTqbNXuhJCMX51Vtmwl7pV77gxq5yqBkfgekcbKaMBBX7Tpw2d8kDVgDO4kMsJSM-w66TXpVNEm_u_TZ9dSXGQKmcMD7bt3y0HWJufwn6SbWpgbjIkmiMEMrZmxIY_BG2WSqdzwXuM2y9_MeiINDt6ZcbaKuLA4ke8IS2ifBAQ-Ty-cLBRe4WsLwMcr9ZszvC1xQLBGOp7BLnUitua0p4Gj9rs6K&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZaD4L5Na7uM9t6txdaeqgTCRJLTC0EHltKmA9wp4AMtZsAxEBTqbNXuhJCMX51Vtmwl7pV77gxq5yqBkfgekcbKaMBBX7Tpw2d8kDVgDO4kMsJSM-w66TXpVNEm_u_TZ9dSXGQKmcMD7bt3y0HWJufwn6SbWpgbjIkmiMEMrZmxIY_BG2WSqdzwXuM2y9_MeiINDt6ZcbaKuLA4ke8IS2ifBAQ-Ty-cLBRe4WsLwMcr9ZszvC1xQLBH61E3bDQtxSydBeyZEw67P&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZthYCQTCePteYwXPmHnbmHAvNJa09AHaVaYeL3OLWBKHchT0rMjIy-lieWnZFU9XFb2K9K3u766xiQNyGSQN6OQwHDcW5FsOn2RIqlOudX6Gcph7PihKqscz5bMeyqLNxhZl_kB1nCo&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZbAOBCWSuNlNsUcRXjfLpeN0R_jyAmlKgXJqyPID6PN2-_ZkLKEoRa45PmM93xX-ZXhG3ACzJYkoqaw29SmeYi501BLNFKNv7Kg45A8WWbWbL3Gk1FQ9mFR7iUIdA_hmLEbKyVWlrAR&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZbAOBCWSuNlNsUcRXjfLpeN0R_jyAmlKgXJqyPID6PN2-_ZkLKEoRa45PmM93xX-ZXhG3ACzJYkoqaw29SmeYi501BLNFKNv7Kg45A8WWbWbL3Gk1FQ9mHtxkA5hBKij-nq605QNwHv&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


flower at the Tomb—in honor of those who gave everything for our freedom.

This year, over 7,000 flowers will be placed in solemn tribute. Each one is a promise
that we remember. But we need your help to make it possible.

 How You Can Help:
 Donate via GoFundMe: https://gofund.me/ce5f6a3a
 Or via PayPal: Pay Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Foundation using PayPal.Me

Your gift helps us provide flowers. Every donation ensures another bloom—and
another thank you—at the foot of a hero’s grave.

 RSVP to Join Us
To attend in person, please RSVP here:

 https://forms.gle/MKS37cRrCqnVJzYo9

“Watch people as they depart the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier; they leave
profoundly changed.”

Thank you for being part of this meaningful mission of remembrance.

Richard A. Azzaro

Co-founder and President, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Foundation
Co-founder and Past President,  Society of the Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier
Cell Phone and Message: 443-472-0717

Announcing commemorations with
The Federation of French War Veterans, Inc.

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc.
ACREFEU 

(Association of French Reserve Officers in the United States)

You are cordially invited to join us at the following commemorations:

• Sunday, May 25, 2025 at 10:00AM: Invitation by Brig. Gen. (Ret) Tom Principe at
Park Avenue Armory (between 66th and 67th Streets) - to celebrate Memorial Day,
we will participate in the parade with the US Army NY National Guard from the
Armory to the Seventh Regiment Memorial at Central Park and 67th Street, where
our Society will lay a wreath.

• Memorial Day, Monday May 26, 2025 at 11:00AM: Parade at Douglaston, NY
(Little Neck Parkway and 25A)

We look forward to seeing you at these events and to celebrate the unbroken
ties of alliance between United States and France.

Photo Album
Recent Events Commemorations

A memorable visit of
French vocational high school students

to Washington D.C.
April 8, 2025

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_3it0g-I8BD-W4SmLtdVg03jAdhEK_6x5FlUrR8MSJtH_bQdjGUXyvklkouywrPZGOypnyVa9ERkplIj7iXPhcGDAFA9KJBkc&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_QpoYZ18VhyvN68QJ-lqur4qt1JTqFxu_FCgCxv6iPx5rzgwLsHPzFNBlBOBHi-k9YQP85yiF0N7lcIvWlW94DKJW8OB9E1gSsltRZrXWfvI=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_mKG2E6FZmTQELS3iTMlZtDCYxkXQIxDBZ_Yv6v5y4J9bo83Kqcq5zLklnaCMxWNMaZakneMDRZYRoqiF-mzGpvpqnHFY5ihF-1UG0pSJt_w=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZcWjLhhBRJYvPu0vxf23blXdK7RgmFN7zGu0hA5xJgEzPUEnzFzODhMm0YaEODER2Hq02uJ0YPTrqhPTqRo0igwmDFQBfEFDy2pRZObYxxT8c4j86e_wYyVYZ7YPQ8OXaAdKXqKx6qVF&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYgtWP7NOv8Dpgxe0LxFJd28w=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYgtWP7NOv8Dpgxe0LxFJd28w=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYgr2M_cuKmlqq8SyKTaeoZbo=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYgtsaqakpE-OA5PB2c3m5JYA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYgqQObl0gspFckNtWa1hqPaU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYglCFdd93Fo1sRWFJLPOaGBU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Photos: courtesy Louis Teyssedou

Students from the vocational high school Edouard Gand in Amiens, Somme,
France, led by their history professor Mr. Louis Teyssedou, brought to Washington
DC a US flag recently discovered in a trench where American units fought during
WWI near Cantigny, where the monument to General Pershing is located.

During their stay, the students visited the American Red Cross archives center, met
Eleanor Roosevelt's granddaughter to give her the book written last year, and spend a day
at the Rochambeau high school in Washington.
A most memorable moment was their visit to Arlington Military Cemetery to pay hommage
to the Unknown Soldier and General Pershing's grave. Thanks to Richard Azzaro, Co-
founder and President, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Foundation, Co-founder and Past
President, Society of the Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, they were able to
meet with the famous "Tomb Guards" in their inner sanctum, where they were taught how
to properly fold the Star Spangled Banner.
With COL Pierre Oury, US Air Force (Ret) and COL Thomas Labouche, French Army, they
also visited the graves of French soldiers who died for France in the United States in
1918, when they were part of the French Military Mission set up by French Ambassador
Jean-Jules Jusserand following the Viviani-Joffre mission.

We extend our congratulations to Mr. Teyssedou and his students for this initiative,
and our appreciation to all those who facilitated their visit in Washington D.C.

French Alliance Day
May 4, 2025

George Washington Memorial Chapel
Valley Forge, PA.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYglCFdd93Fo1sRWFJLPOaGBU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_LysTvGxBg-jxOX98jOrU5XdjXxPdNXUlb9c5dkcoKukU-v4nFblBU8eSAu8xfi9Rajppsgue0EqRhCNyoCdWDrCdjayPNwggC5YJbqoNQeW6_fWtRKZ6K6sNPZD0W8bfhXFml57Y_8DSu_QmcDnf2z564nU5mc9rGL4yXGNpyXwyhgQCqAdYgp75ClyVCx3CLF9jQnnbrtE=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphVMZodiDCw9l9uXho8VaFvShSUJEviSoyU-uAhAor3aiwuf2wVoYIdNeMMgA19_vjhcpJT-tvkhAGz9746zP1NNYXBixYWMp&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Photos: TC ASSFI 2025
French General Consul in Washington DC was the honored keynote speaker this year and spoke about
the historic alliance between the United States and France, its oldest ally.
Raphaël de Gouberville, direct descendant of general Rochambeau, and Honorary Life Member of our
Society, standing next to the church door that is adorned with his Family Coat-of-Arms, and his ancestor's
name engraved in a stone pillar. Our Society's wreath was laid in front of a newly ddicated marker
honoring Lafayette, who spent the winter of 1777 with general Washington and the Continental Army .

As every year, our Society is honored to be invited on Sunday, May 4th by the Washington
Memorial Heritage Society to participate at the Annual Mass at George Washington

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphVMZodiDCw9l9uXho8VaFvShSUJEviSoyU-uAhAor3aiwuf2wVoYIdNeMMgA19_vjhcpJT-tvkhAGz9746zP1NNYXBixYWMp&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphVMZodiDCw9l9uXho8VaFvShSUJEviSoyU-uAhAor3aiwuf2wVoYIdNeMMgA19_vjhcpJT-tvkhAGz9746zP1CfFjmzl_8OW&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphVMZodiDCw9l9uXho8VaFvShSUJEviSoyU-uAhAor3aiwuf2wVoYIdNeMMgA19_vjhcpJT-tvkhAGz9746zP1EfQua9gFZHe&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVyzk5AnWuJphVMZodiDCw9l9uXho8VaFvShSUJEviSoyU-uAhAor3aiwuf2wVoYIdNeMMgA19_vjhcpJT-tvkhAGz9746zP1JqhShOyu1Ki&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Memorial Heritage Society to participate at the Annual Mass at George Washington
Chapel, Valley Forge, PA. and to lay a wreath to celebrate the Treaties of Alliance,
Friendship and Commerce between France and the United States, signed in Paris on
February 6, 1778, by which France was the first nation to officially recognize, by treaty, the
independence of the United States.
This memorial service was decreed by General George Washington to be held in
perpetuity the first Sunday of May (Congress ratified the Treaty on May 4, 1778).

Our gratitude to Father Tommy Thompson, Rector, and to David Lauhoff, president, Mark
R. Thompson, Executive Director, Gardiner Pearson, past president, Pat Nogar, past
Warden, and all Members of the Washington Memorial Heritage Society for their warm
welcome and friendship.

Upon the visit of the French Navy ships
Amphibious assault ship Mistral

Frigate Surcouf

Tribute to the 24 French Navy sailors from WWI
Cypress Hills National Cemetery

V-E Day, May 8, 2025

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZiU92nB0mgdG4Lx-rRHJKL2mEAqyooOM-90tvSsuOSD3FLNLRavKLj-rvH3FDxOo8qtfgcnkFIShOpgN7iJAb7OOuTj76pNv_cNyggYZusvgzJMWjzp3xKtOWaNtWPNBUPCH3ozX4792wNgQAuydBk=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZiU92nB0mgdG4Lx-rRHJKL2mEAqyooOM-90tvSsuOSD3FLNLRavKLj-rvH3FDxOo8qtfgcnkFIShOpgN7iJAb7OOuTj76pNv_cNyggYZusvgzJMWjzp3xKtOWaNtWPNBU4CknK2DALgvAAA1gD-EJA=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZiU92nB0mgdG4Lx-rRHJKL2mEAqyooOM-90tvSsuOSD3FLNLRavKLj-rvH3FDxOo8qtfgcnkFIShOpgN7iJAb7OOuTj76pNv_cNyggYZusvgzJMWjzp3xKtOWaNtWPNBUoWXcfanhh9pgBiYk1ownU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Photos: Daniel Falgerho, Federation of French War Veterans

In the presence of a color guard from both French Navy ships, joined by a detachment of
the French Foreign Legion, Captain Quentin Vieux-Rochas, Commander of the Mission
Jeanne d'Arc 2025, Consul General of France in New York Mr. Cédrik Fouriscot, The
Federation of French War Veterans, Inc. led by its president Alain Dupuis,
The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc. represented by LT(R) Pierre Gervois
and ACREFEU (Association of French Reserve Officers in the United States) led by its
president LCL(H) Patrick du Tertre, laid wreaths in honor of the 24 French Navy sailors
who died in New York in October 1918 and who rest among their American brothers-in-
arms at Cypress Hills National Cemeterey, Brooklyn, NY.

News from the "Merci Train"

"Merci train" story: click above or: https://vimeo.com/18495973

• Our November 2022 Bulletin narrated the incredible story and ongoing legacy of
the "Train de la Reconnaissance Française", affectionately called "The Merci Train"
(November 2022: "The Merci Train, 49 boxcars of French gifts"
https://conta.cc/3OLtgJ3 (original version in English)
https://conta.cc/3VpKzRP (version en français)

• The Merci Train, the 40&8 National Box Car Association and many other local
organizations, custodians of the various "Merci train" boxcars in several States are
planning various events throughout the year. We invite you to check their respective
websites and follow them on social networks. We express our admiration for the
fantastic work they are doing and we are honored to help get the word out.

The Utah boxcar is being restored!

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZZiU92nB0mgdG4Lx-rRHJKL2mEAqyooOM-90tvSsuOSD3FLNLRavKLj-rvH3FDxOo8qtfgcnkFIShOpgN7iJAb7OOuTj76pNv_cNyggYZusvgzJMWjzp3xKtOWaNtWPNBUoWXcfanhh9pgBiYk1ownU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQ45jPn2u1A3IwFep7e3L6sUvJHlfr9MWyoranBET-0OjAs4gs2797R5m-ksFaULUQYTg_nZDQVKkJAeC9nTkSCw_RkgdUa3xPPgUeL2JaID&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQ45jPn2u1A3IwFep7e3L6sUvJHlfr9MWyoranBET-0OjAs4gs2797R5m-ksFaULUQYTg_nZDQVKkJAeC9nTkSAOautuBeOfAjVtCb_QGGi1&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQ_TUos0D-LUqKBb2SCdS0CZEqwsVHM-WtAAy4ZrU4VJ-6Cfoch0eIUoqneJab1sDlgP6xgkALOzvRHTGGbxcMGrVUqCceye75QhFTqq0yze&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQ_TUos0D-LULMb41FRvblyGyqX4-yhTZJFrR4wh1a82o9WkIif4XUyi1Qb8TjNFiEYCioEIQ1bvn9mgsA6o8lRc-1xjSpPM37fl0mb2llfI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZSYVl0YpRebLL6y8A3yi-zEngeycu0cEhOIW7Uj4SvPMh0KhHUvAQoB6Jd4NU2H7T3JnF8QWR35vIzwYMSTEC8bjZSMlLhfI-AzSOpakA_8N&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZSHHiNl9hiuk48X-EF_d5wpW-b3yzR18LOxam40yYQsXp4Jg2zKFNVrOIQXGL5AP35G7Q_pvD8qtLjbZbHX_5duNSJq0tnh1FNuQQYuYgses&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd2Jfax1TNZgenQzfhgb8oyJGKUfTDLuKVjy0jYMslAHuZ1n51Q7YldNVNSAAtQmh2U-rCEVfMbWBXV45EV2umZXCPHNNLCNCfjnP0IiGHrEdJzC-NUT4NKxoZFlawz0wHYrZUir4EOT&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Photos: Michael Pannell 
https://www.facebook.com/photo/fbid=10235924392105785&set=pcb.10235924393865829
Our gratitude to Michael Pannell and the volunteers in Utah who are restoring in
pristine condition the Utah boxcar!

News from the New Hampshire boxcar

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd2Jfax1TNZgenQzfhgb8oyJGKUfTDLuKVjy0jYMslAHuZ1n51Q7YldNVNSAAtQmh2U-rCEVfMbWBXV45EV2umZXCPHNNLCNCfjnP0IiGHrEdJzC-NUT4NKxoZFlawz0wHYrZUir4EOT&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd2Jfax1TNZgenQzfhgb8oyJGKUfTDLuKVjy0jYMslAHuZ1n51Q7YldNVNSAAtQmh2U-rCEVfMbWBXV45EV2umZXCPHNNLCNCfjnP0IiGHrEdJzC-NUT4NKq4OsqZChmnoF0JSEVbiIZ&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd2Jfax1TNZgenQzfhgb8oyJGKUfTDLuKVjy0jYMslAHuZ1n51Q7YldNVNSAAtQmh2U-rCEVfMbWBXV45EV2umZXCPHNNLCNCfjnP0IiGHrEdJzC-NUT4NJBShqf7H8Th9PRVVPt_QTN&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd2Jfax1TNZgenQzfhgb8oyJGKUfTDLuKVjy0jYMslAHuZ1n51Q7YldNVNSAAtQmh2U-rCEVfMbWBXV45EV2umZXCPHNNLCNCfjnP0IiGHrEdJzC-NUT4NJJSPhX54gFf-KvtClgHVNI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


Photos: Kristin Sanchez
https://www.facebook.com/100003491264029/videos/pcb.3547877195392748/987183310188493
Eagle Scout project was to repaint the building, foundation, retaining wall, flag
area, landscape, and redo the drainage at the sides of the building. They
received an award from the 40 and 8 and Mr. John Tousignant, Honorary
French Consul to New Hampshire at the ceremony.
We join the Société des 40 Hommes & 8 Chevaux to congratulate the
Scouts for their beautification project.

A Fund raising Appeal to restore
the newly found New Jersey Merci boxcar!

New Jersey's "Merci Train" Boxcar, believed to have been destroyed for more than 60
years has been found—and it is returning home to New Jersey!
"URHS is thrilled to announce that the National WWI Museum and Memorial has
donated this historic boxcar to our organization, and it will undergo a full restoration at our
shop in Boonton, NJ.
Learn more and donate today at https://www.urhs.org/mercitrain
For corporate sponsorships, visit https://www.urhs.org/mercitrainsponsorship

To learn more about the story of the "train de la reconnaissance Française"
aka the "Merci Train", please read of November 2022 Bulletin:
November 2022: The Merci Train, 49 boxcars of French gifts
https://conta.cc/3OLtgJ3 (original version in English)
https://conta.cc/3VpKzRP (version en français)

2025: Tricentennial of Rochambeau
Born July 1st, 1725

Just as we are in the midst of celebrating the 200th anniversary of General Lafayette's
Farewell Tour, it is also high time that we pay proper tributes to Jean-Baptiste-Donatien
de Vimeur, comte de Rochambeau, who played a major and decisive role in the war
of American Independence.

July 1st, 2025 will be the 300th anniversary of his birth, and our Society will continue,
more than ever, to celebrate this great general, commander of the Expédition Particulière
sent by King Louis XVI to come to the rescue of a beleaguered Continental Army. An
excellent general, beloved by his troops, a keen diplomat who developed a close

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZd2Jfax1TNZgenQzfhgb8oyJGKUfTDLuKVjy0jYMslAHuZ1n51Q7YldNVNSAAtQmh2U-rCEVfMbWBXV45EV2umZXCPHNNLCNCfjnP0IiGHrEdJzC-NUT4NJJSPhX54gFf-KvtClgHVNI&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_Z41pnuyWAKdFFnD-_Hg0wabCHKeCrcakXEUHBayK01WRGpt7A50kWzFMdcmnzZ6HWw8_B5OOXXM--bp7iw7mqm2pLMU91f-gWiAnNtT3H-Rm8UPWEiwLeaUSiK2UympFn-Nk7rdx0oBlw-mj7hpRYvKNCMIswSEdyJG-8ZAHgtXEaJnMKXohNA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSBXAzNvfr3m-XT0pl36vtw4GBa-L-OGprc5syIAZIHNhlKdBidBtxJFjzOsDq6E6RmVnxpocQTr5ENoTo1Pq3sqmFdz5cj_dSqn6l1nzUpAdYwhokHspYJYP7MuUq7uwEjqw7zezPou3As5RfNLKk9JefBX7VLCy1JQfXbwCb4XJ9wPz_UDOWBsZ0XszGJ4MB0CHg7ewJRo_fqh-SYL7rmK_Ce2seALSQ4rIeet6QSK9HNxiHOVA9UHI3TBy422YbXy_fIksDD6XdvtZElHWXz4jWGaECsTXG1HNQr8l4QOfFf39ohncTo7UcDlEEAiTMDtCZ7E1RQQiorvKMnxxQk4HcyXYPahahUQky-XaWu62mqfd_DE8m4OBU_K2oNDlfrIqjrEq7LkIS-cs4CEqBBW6ScXXE7v5D_GGQN93gPSRWxqK2ZWnnUEf9mLeW_A2gjFErfSb3oP9wihZLNS3NQ_JWN7zsMaoAQ9fVsmr9VttdgGT_OiD8--agQoGx13sw6nIGFhMpJj7lxHV9mYbnCBDMXvKcIBr0_&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSBj119IbdhZZv-PYHkk4fyfBeJEIKinN2Lk2DCiXbveEOeejk8lhP_siwPUOXSjYzRH16fR0Dyn-uPSi-7B2Wsql1MW0vThLiXO8d1Qbk5WEZ9GqceQH8ORIuBMsy2WudyQ56aUS3QplKHApOAFgyZTkWEngWJFb8C30SZRw-xip8SsqlYMfyxudVlFCcArD639IeoTcXjQ4z6wtbYJXN3JwftHRspL0Yhn4pV27p5EZtdfPZrbKj8zhSdhCQQmSdFEHfq9kb_NsZ7XsBSYAINujjqV_QfFWHpz0MRULfn5D08KFr1NbN8fphxD2q0w4YChTAIJ3fTjx8qHa3a1Ysw2DgGpXD-pPxfS0gPwcBgyy88_JnDzjH6iZuTHJlQQAJomAMAUJqBHNxrSuzSRC3_AQJJKmP4qfbBTkIlUh9vg2Sm6WO3Qadby5wWhTXUu2eIVnj62EZTSHa3eogS5EsMyy_frjrdWV8oMW8AOqL9QFP5TNrwYIHlb2mhZsSVgFrwKsOzOA_8xyqvj_omQGG7jtW-1t3TaKjOCzQP0AW08C5yh6itGPQMPE7miwil7RCe6ljjcdQ4rvMj9i8YVT09ibz4fWsGv_-nm2fdXpSdNjjS0udmGFOyGMyaF3QeY3nGN3mA4MPVqQbTf38iD-UCWmH8Ojj4oeBYtw-IIN44sUmbatEq3W-9narx3CyxN3kgNoIHsTYIukAjhHlN1zkRjdeuk-PtOlW7jQyWL1OoGOTrvROUv1Z0-3UQi-bvVmMQSX7lGab5J8bZcHAHJzHvLKbLMp5-Fq_PL05_6Kyc103gau5x1p-YKrLuHDi-mbMg5Fxf2l34HIJo_thwE_BQLpzZ8pnHGCPVNaP4jcEIYBE2A69jY4wBo1nYCReR1JiVg0p2m8mZIF6g0eq4rVQw298PPWYkbnzg5LdJy7U_wzU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSB26T6QlCy4iIHz3oA_fTLFPkk8YHC7JbZM6twK9evFCBTAg5N-iTfdrVitIvWR0RCHyRbkdfNoVxMW5p4-WkNDgokotiBhP2DI4r_7ei_SsT25-I74kTi39f2KiTxVpmYyjq47dLdBmGlx75-4dYUdnVw_Xlc_1HWtiLv6FyBK5BRL7pyvHCtQ2S1H59OoRO-jpY_gsBKENdX4Knv8cR3P0Jf0cm-pqzHj5i9ffr3wBwH69eabChCPF4BFuxmZaB5Vv_JwOqixeU=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQ_TUos0D-LUqKBb2SCdS0CZEqwsVHM-WtAAy4ZrU4VJ-6Cfoch0eIUoqneJab1sDlgP6xgkALOzvRHTGGbxcMHYH7EFlKs6NRVcTbih0DCD&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZQ_TUos0D-LULMb41FRvblyGyqX4-yhTZJFrR4wh1a82o9WkIif4XUyi1Qb8TjNFiEYCioEIQ1bvn9mgsA6o8lSNDvexvov_EQ0CaRDoZumU&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZSYVl0YpRebLZZyhwg818vg_QE-7C4GAGdLFhFmJzH3wSmmCZGYoQsc2heonyoR7BsDxsJeT0PkSAD5G3L4HBjdyL0LPwiFyiLF3ppw7ziJx&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


excellent general, beloved by his troops, a keen diplomat who developed a close
friendship with General George Washington, Rochambeau (along with Admiral de Grasse)
deserve much more attention in history books.

A message from David Meredith, President
Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary route (W3R) Association

Family, Friends, and Fellow Patriots,

July 1, 2025, is rapidly approaching, at which time we will celebrate the 300th anniversary
of the birth of General Rochambeau ( https://w3r-us.org/page/3/?
s=rochambeau&jsearch ). See details below and attached. Last year's 299th
anniversary was a tremendous success, and we are optimistic this year will be even
better. Please RSVP as soon as possible and not later than June 1, 2025.

Thank you for your consideration and continued support!

Dave Meredith
President, W3R-VA
(757) 696-1781

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_1Rkw_bAhPbpsJgHwwGY1dtbJnrdhdJaOU8xzD_EbR_CzDwTKa7JR76bBVe0uLSplOSBCniFIePkOFh4oGRu7VCC3j21DzmqcEc-qp2EJuoVTUdid3Xe8CQbqOw4Lz5_7&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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Announcing
"Living History Day"

in Hatfield, PA.
May 31, 2025

Our Society will be represented by its president, Thierry Chaunu, who will be
talking about the crucial role of Comte de Rochambeau in the independence of
the United States.

The Hermione, "the Freedom Frigate",
still in needs of funds to sail again to America

Click above to view a recent news report on French TV. Funds are urgently needed to
finish the repairs and enable this other symbol of the shared history between the United
States and France to sail again in New York harbor, and salute Lady Liberty.

Announcing the 2025 poetry contest
The Hermione & Lafayette

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_WWAdqjF-tmBORl4hSYZw5nwZZFK5STAfyFZTDNBJmiR3TsOMxLc02VJ9duroGEfV6kvO65wGjsIrhsMTj5NVKK9EA_NIKkFD_2oZlqtjXXw=&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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Announcing our

Projected sculpture of
Antoine de Saint Exupéry & The Little Prince

Phillip & Patricia Frost Museum of Science
Downtown Miami, Florida
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Dear Friends of The Little Prince,

Generations of children -- and with them generations of adults -- have
fallen under the spell of Antoine de Saint Exupéry’s The Little Prince since
its 1943 publication. Appearing in over 600 languages to date, it is the
most translated book of fiction in the world. Dozens of plaques and
statues commemorate the Little Prince who touches down from his lonely
planet to offer a bouquet of wisdoms to this one.
As an international city, very much a crossroads of the Americas, Miami
surely deserves a monument to the Little Prince, that most endearing of
cultural ambassadors.

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc., and the France-
Florida Foundation for the Arts, both non-profit 501 (c) 3 organizations,
are proposing a bronze sculpture of Saint Exupéry and his most
beloved creation for the Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science. The
statue would be installed on the esplanade near the museum entrance, in
the heart of downtown Miami.

The life-size bronze sculpture designed by renowned artist Jean-Marc de
Pas will depict the aviation pioneer, WWII hero, poet, and novelist Antoine
de Saint Exupéry in his flight suit, holding the hand of his “petit
bonhomme”. Another de Pas sculpture currently sits along a wall opposite
Central Park on Fifth Avenue in New York City. It has been an overnight
success with the public, who have lined up daily for photos since its 2023
inauguration. We expect the same in Miami, especially at a museum and
planetarium frequented by so many families and young children.

This project, a gift to one of Miami’s most vibrant cultural institutions, has
received the official endorsement of H.E. Mr. Laurent Bili, Ambassador of
France to the United States and Mr. Olivier d'Agay, President of the
Antoine de Saint Exupéry Youth Foundation and grand-nephew of the
author of The Little Prince. On behalf of our Honorary Committee, we are
soliciting your tax-deductible assistance in underwriting the sculptures,
along with their transportation and installation. Our goal is to raise
$200,000 and to conduct a dedication ceremony in 2026, in the presence
of state, county and city officials and dignitaries from both countries.

Any donation of $100 or more will be duly recognized. Names of donors
above $1,000 will be engraved on a plaque to be installed inside the
Museum, according to the following levels:
Bronze $1,000-$5,000 // Silver $5,000-$10,000 // Gold $10,000-$20,000
Platinum: $20,000 or more.
 
Our goal is to permanently secure some of the novel’s magic for future
generations of Miamians and for millions of Florida tourists from all over
the world.
Thank you for your generous response.

Please send your donation (specify: Petit Prince)
by ACH wire to:

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français Inc.
TD BANK - 1031 1st Avenue, New York, NY 10022

Routing # 026013673 - Account# 4326011741
Or by check, made payable to:

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français Inc.
500 East 77th Street #2017, New York, NY 10162

or via PayPal:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=WP5E5SCTBTFMN

Announcing a new Memorial site
honoring American GI's who died for

the liberation of Brest, Sept. 1944

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZYIgPYfZGC1wZmGnrkCjk4-l3Pmb2xlGgajFd33mzRZoFwuenI-hQ94djiVVrtMb68DQIBxFYcqriIKSCmK5QavUIWGoGP0LGulZE_Sjz4VNVHUnb6qkliUr5G9EW5nBBA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZVvpHUfaqGSBQwBTK2xen8lYGHS76RVJv7lfrmTkvaSg6_VYdrUbLDmc05_1bntDzEcqoyEuXHa33fHk-GZKnTbqDEPLjTFJEJvagAj7DuJrs2Soq7-F7Q37xRSwowS67bwF5qSv_rmVZvUZfrGOEGR9aIDbudghqw==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_BtCAn5nBHGiBkB5rtzgFsvFUaeQWHB8gaTzUfWJZo20nxr6TOR2dKGohmLf0lLGbPMftZ2rUWBH3d1MDL3eN6qpd_gLLf-hHgdJDp1mFtL6ePOdavxFYRA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==


https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00108LOc0kS4BZeWnzoCOtdylX99J092Lp26STTxhV9mtWQT0IwjeWtZedWXc-4JIC_BtCAn5nBHGiBkB5rtzgFsvFUaeQWHB8gaTzUfWJZo20nxr6TOR2dKGohmLf0lLGbPMftZ2rUWBH3d1MDL3eN6qpd_gLLf-hHgdJDp1mFtL6ePOdavxFYRA==&c=TDGJ9GZe9HjgksTFBfJ9LEz2YLeIiTRM_GaURvTqqZ7THICMotZrKg==&ch=Db9kQ_A_rIClC2_1YZmr2GqHY_ldsGJIr0bP0c0xYqbuvup4oFBWrA==
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OUR PAST MONTHLY BULLETINS

OUR AIM: To turn the spotlight on a famous, or less famous, episode or historical
figure during the long shared history between France and the United States, with
illustrations and anecdotes.

You can have access to our past monthly Bulletins
(in English and French) at: www.SouvenirFrancaisUSA.org

Click on each photo for further access to sources and references.
Images available on the Internet and included in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C.
Section 107.

OUR MISSIONS:

• To preserve the memory of the French soldiers, sailors and airmen who gave
their lives for freedom, and who are buried in the United States.
• To honor French Citizens who did great deeds in the United States, or with a
strong connection with the United States, 

• To promote the appreciation for French culture and heritage in the United
States, and the ideals that unite our two nations, in order to pass the torch of
memory to younger generations.

• To strengthen the long-standing traditional bonds of friendship between the
American and French peoples, and to this end: erect or maintain memorials
and monuments and encourage historical research, public presentations and
publications in the media. 

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc. is an independent
American corporation, apolitical, established in 1993 in NY, with 501 (c) 3
non-profit status.

Board of Directors
2025 - 2028

Elected at our General Assembly of April 10, 2025
(New Directors in italics)

Directors: Françoise Cestac • Gabriel Chalom • Thierry Chaunu • Yves de
Ternay • Patrick du Tertre • Francis Dubois • Alain Dupuis • Daniel Falgerho •
Bertrand Jost • Dr. Patti Maclay, MD • Domitille Marchal-Lemoine • Mathias
Maisonnier • Clément Mbom • Jean-Hugues Monier • Patrick Pagni • Harriet
Saxon • Nicole Yancey
Regional Delegates:
Jacques Besnainou, Great Lakes and Midwest • Bruno Cateni, South
Prof. Norman Desmarais, New England • Alain Leca, Washington D.C. •
Marc Onetto, West Coast • Brigitte Van den Hove – Smith, Southeast • Nicole
Yancey, Yorktown & Virginia, former Honorary Consul of France in Virginia

Join us!

Help us implement several historic commemorative projects!
Your contribution is essential to our activities! 

$ 25 for Veterans and Students
$ 50 for a membership ($80 for a couple)
$100 for a Supporting Level membership
$100 for an civic or patriotic association (US only)
$150 for a Benefactor Level membership
We are an IRS-qualified 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Donations are
tax deductible.

You can send your donation via PayPal by clicking on: 
https://souvenirfrancaisusa.org/donate/

(100% secure - no need to have an account with PayPal - major credit cards accepted)
or 

By check, payable to "American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc"
Mailing address: 

Yves de Ternay, Treasurer
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Yves de Ternay, Treasurer
5650 Netherland Avenue #4G Bronx NY 10471 

JOIN US!

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc. is a registered NY State non-profit
corporation and has full IRS tax exempt 501(c)3 status. All donations are tax deductible.

Copyright © 2025 The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Merci de nous contacter si vous souhaitez recevoir ce bulletin dans sa version traduite en français.

Contact: Thierry Chaunu, President
Email: tchaunu@SouvenirFrancaisUSA.org
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