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Cover illustration:
A few priests, prelates and nuns who left their mark in America throughout the 19th Century.
Scroll down in this Bulletin for proper photo credits and interpretive links.

Editorial

We are concluding our series “French Missionnaries in the United States” with
this monthly Bulletin dedicated to priests and prelates who came to build the
foundation of the catholic church in the 19th Century.
Did you know that the first catholic bishops of Boston, Cleveland, Denver,
Burlington, Vincennes, Minneapolis-St Paul, Mobile, St Augustine, Galveston,
Santa Fe, Arizona, Oregon, even Honolulu were all born in France, often from
the same seminaries?

Our goal is not to “brag” on their behalf by claiming to be the “first”. 
Our Society simply aims to highlight and appreciate the good work and
dedication of French immigrants to their new country and community.
Indeed, they are still fondly remembered… and some were called “Bishop of
the West” , “Bishop of the Indians”.
Not content with building churches and cathedrals, they also started
universities and schools - - think Notre Dame University - - even the “first free
school West of the Mississippi”. 

Statues, plaques and stained glass windows attest to the crucial role they
played, paving the (spiritual) way for waves of Europeans catholic immigrants
notably from Ireland, Germany, Italy, Poland. In fact, many of these priests
accompanied the pioneers, as well as the Native Indians during some of their
most tragic moments, and are still revered today for their compassion. Women
as well, who created schools, orphanages, hospitals, when not caring for the
most indigents. Two of these French nuns were canonized in the 20th Century.

Through them, we pay tribute to hundreds of forgotten priests and nuns who
came from France to accompany the Western expansion of the United States,
and continued the work started by the first Jesuit Missionaries of the 1600’s.
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Our second part of our monthly Bulletin, as is now the tradition, will pay
homage to another volunteer of the Lafayette Air Corps, Sgt. Cyrus Foss
Chamberlain, who “Died for France" in aerial combat on June 13, 1918 over
the town of Angelu in the Aisne department. Next time you fly to Minneapolis
St Paul, his hometown, please have a thought for him. The international airport
was named in his honor in 1923.
In keeping with the theme of this month Bulletin, we will also pay tribute to a
French-born WWII US Army Chaplain, Marius Etienne Chatignon (1886 -
1957). Francis Cardinal Spellman of New York wrote of him in 1945, "I regard
him as perhaps the best Chaplain in the whole Army."

Finally, our third part “News and Save the Dates” will report on events since
our last Bulletin, including several commemorations of the Bicentennial of
Lafayette’s Farewell Tour organized by the American Friends of Lafayette, the
Yorktown victory celebrations and Veterans Day.
Next month will be our annual “The Year in Pictures” album, where you will
reminisce with us all the activities of your Society.

Your continued support is key. Our 2025 membership dues and donations drive
is about to start. Any dues received in the last quarter of the year automatically
extends to the entire next calendar year. We thank you in advance for your
support, and remind you that we are a non-profit 501 (c) 3 American
corporation. Please donate generously, so that we can implement the
installation of new memorials, markers and plaques!

We hope that, after reading this Bulletin, and as you carve the turkey, you will
have a thought for all these missionaries who gave so much to America.

We wish you and your Family and friends a Happy Thanksgiving!

On behalf of the Board of Directors,
Thierry Chaunu
President, American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc.

Historical Context
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Above:
Left: Detail of stainglass window, Church of Saint Louis, King of France, Minneapolis, Minnesota
506 Cedar Street, Saint Paul MN 55101
GPS: 44.950124, -93.096860
https://www.stlouiskingoffrance.org/
Right: : Statue of Saint Louis, St Louis, Missouri
Forest Park, Fine Arts Dr, St. Louis, MO 63110
GPS: 38.6353025,-90.3150808
Photo: By Colin Faulkingham - Self-photographed, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5338700

A long tradition of French Missionaries:

French missionaries were dispatched to the most remote regions of the known
world to spread Christianity among Indigenous populations, extending their
efforts even into the uncharted territories of North America, referred to as
"Terra Incognita."

In two earlier Bulletins this year, we detailed the remarkable lives and
contributions of several courageous missionary-explorers from the 17th and
18th centuries, who are commemorated through statues, markers, and plaques
across numerous States:

January 2024: Early French Missionaries in the United States (Part 1 - New York,
Maine, Vermont)
https://conta.cc/41VLaPE (version in English)
https://conta.cc/3NWK407 (version in French)
September 2024: French Missionaries in America - 1600-1800 (Part 2 of a series)
https://conta.cc/3XCvfnP (version in English)
https://conta.cc/4ebwtxj (version en français)

After the end of New France in 1763, the independence of the United States in
1783 and the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, this French missionary presence
changed in nature, and took different forms depending on the regional context.
In the 1800's, the Holy See in Rome was now creating dioceses and
appointing prelates.

In the former 13 Colonies, and notably New England, the historic cultural
distrust, if not outright animosity, towards the "Papists" was such that it would
take several decades before the Holy See would be able to organize its
dioceses. Catholics faced hostility and were often excluded, as Congregational
or Episcopal churches received legal support. While many of the original
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or Episcopal churches received legal support. While many of the original
catholic clergy in these parts of the country were Irish, some of the early
catholic vicars or bishops were French.

In what was formerly New France, the entire Midwest from the Great Lakes to
the Gulf of Mexico and the Rockies, corresponding to the Louisiana Purchase,
it was natural to appoint French clergy as a continuation of 200 years of
French presence.

Of course, the anti-catholic persecutions and the upheavals of the French
Revolution led many seminarians and priests to seek refuge in America.

And when the United States expanded westward to reach the Pacific ocean, it
was also not surprising that many of the missionaries and catholic clergy would
come from France: the long tradition of proximity with the Natives, the
interaction with predominantly French-speaking fur traders and settlers played
a role.

What is interesting, as we will see, is that a given immigrant priest would often
recruit aides and other priests from their former seminary in France. Equally
noteworthy is the fact that several of the churches they built in America have
the same roman architecture found in central France.

The pages below will introduce some of these "French Founding
Fathers" of the Catholic church in America.

A catholic diocese in New York City
Three key French figures

Towards the Archdiocese of New York
1783-1850

New York currently serves as the headquarters of an archdiocese, which was
referred to by John Paul II as the "archbishop of the capital of the world,"
reflecting the city's significant role in the global arena. Before attaining this
archdiocesan status in 1850, largely due to the substantial arrival of Irish and
German Catholic immigrants, New York City was designated as a diocese,
established in 1808.
Among the first 3 bishops, the first two were Irish (but the first couldn't cross
the Atlantic due to the Napoleonic Wars), and the third one was French: Jean
(John) Dubois.
But before we present him, the origin of the first catholic church in New York
owes much to the French General Consul at the time of American
Independence, Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecœur, and Rev. Anthony
Kohlmann SJ , the first French Vicar general who laid much of the groundwork
of the newly created diocese. In truth, we must also mention the work behind



of the newly created diocese. In truth, we must also mention the work behind
the scenes of the Spanish and Portuguese Consuls who actively promoted the
establishment of the first catholic church in New York City, St Peter's church.

Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecoeur
Consul General of France in New York

naturalized as Hector Saint John

Above:
Left: the original 1785 St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church. Drawing by Regimus LaFort, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=59941744. Location: 22 Barclay Street at the corner of
Church Street in the Financial District of Manhattan, New York City. A new church (see below) has been
built to replace it. It is the oldest Roman Catholic parish in the city, It was designated a NYC landmark in
1965.
Right: Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecœur, by Cuchet, Paris, 1784, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1530123

Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecœur (born in Caen, Normandy,
on December 31, 1735 – died in Sarcelles, France, on November 12, 1813),
was a Consul of France in New York, covering New Jersey and
Connecticut, as well as a famous author and farmer.

• We will devote a future Bulletin on his remarkable life. For now, we will just
mention that in 1782, he released a collection of essays called Letters from an
American Farmer. The book became a big hit in Europe and made Crèvecœur
famous. He was the first to tell Europeans about life on the American frontier
and to discuss the idea of the American Dream. A staunch abolitionist, he

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXCwPV1LiVLk8ZmlpuatZbppz-w1iaFTimxdVps1OxNzWcZM8R4rHvjVl5014gQYxb8C4ZCETbIaGEl36vawga0yPU1qOhrNwgpMnxpbzVYi4xhrf7PgK9GwvEpePEC7gdMkj22UEaLWbbPioMMl2qYU6owFTBAm2e&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX2xQ7Vm6IBFZzvf1ryFdcRCXooIuWqifvVV6e7TeU0-H8Or053pZRZr4l04gvQW6sB-pGiVSZXtgD5-K0Z7-Avc9-4hgm2Jnz7Tz_h36EqclXQMMjcRP0OEUAg4HUkgu2AhumMwWTobY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXvhwYxqgDsROFUerW_ZsStwrUCoquDYCEYjHM3yOVQjPCIYTeAeuKj_WxJWnqaO9dNPaYpdyq3czGglZzd-b6bNs8fJwEnvsCVGmJ76Jxn-gKz-IL1NPnmhmqQRWMI6Xi4HgFOgS5BJQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


and to discuss the idea of the American Dream. A staunch abolitionist, he
became a member of the Société des Amis des Noirs (Society of the Friends
of the Blacks), which was established in Paris and was elected to the American
Philosophical Society in 1789.

• Of direct relevance to the theme of this Bulletin, he played an important role
in establishing the first Catholic church in New York City, St. Peters on Barclay
Street.

• At the time of his appointment as Consul General of France in 1783, New
York City was the national capital, and many Catholics were part of the
diplomatic community. At first, they gathered for church services at the Spanish
consul's home. Their group expanded as sailors, traders, immigrants from the
Spanish West Indies, and a few Acadians joined in. In 1785, the Portuguese
and Spanish Consuls, believing he was best person to do so, asked
Crèvecœur to approach city officials with a request to build a catholic church.

• This was no easy feat, even though Crèvecœur's prestige was very high,
being the representative of France, who had just helped the 13 Colonies to win
their independence. Local prejudice against the "Papists" was still prevalent.
After several rebuffs Crèvecœur finally succeeded probably (due to his
longtime friendship with Lafayette) in obtaining permission to establish the first
Catholic church in the city, and took on the role of president of the inaugural
Board of Trustees for St. Peter's Church, located on Barclay Street. The
cornerstone of the original church was laid in 1785 and the first Mass
celebrated in 1786.

• The town of St. Johnsbury in Vermont is named after him, as proposed by
Vermont founder Ethan Allen.

Anthony Kohlmann SJ
First Vicar general, Diocese of New York 
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Above:
Left: Portrait of Rev. Anthony Kohlmann, S.J.By Unknown author - Georgetown University Library, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=75648867
Right: the new St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church By Beyond My Ken - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18353982

• Anton Kohlmann (born July 13, 1771, in Kaysersberg in Alsace - died in
Rome April 11, 1836) studied in Colmar, Alsace, where he first joined the
Capuchin order. He escaped persecution during the French Revolution by
fleeing to Switzerland, Austria, Italy and Russia, where he became a Jesuit,
and finally went to America in 1806 where he changed his name to Anthony.

• In 1808, he assumed the role of pastor at St Peters Church, the sole Catholic
church in New York City, where he would deliver sermons in French, German
and English. Back then New York counted 14,000 Catholics, mostly of German
and French origin.

• Rev. Kohlmann subsequently became the apostolic administrator and
inaugural vicar general of the newly established Diocese of New York. In 1809,
he was instrumental in the construction of the diocese's first cathedral, which
he named St Patrick.

• The architect chosen was French born Joseph-Francois Mangin, who had
co-designed New York's City Hall with John McComb Jr., whose construction
took place at the same time. Joseph-Francois Mangin also is credited with
inventing the grid design of New York's streets.

• St Patrick became known later as Old St Patrick when the current St Patrick
cathedral's construction started in 1858 in Midtown Manhattan.

• Rev. Kohlmann founded the New York Literary Institution, established an
orphanage, and played a pivotal role in bringing the first Ursuline nuns to the
United States.
• Kohlmann Hall at Fordham University is named in his honor.

Jean (John) Dubois
Third Bishop of New York
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Above:
Left: St. Patrick's Old Cathedral, 263 Mulberry St, New York, NY 10012
By Jim Henderson - Own work, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4585865
Middle: John Dubois (French: Jean Dubois) served as the third bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
New York from 1826 until his death in 1842, By John Murphy - Public Domain
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=125100470
Right: Bishop Dubois' grave, Old St. Patrick's Cathedral, New York City, By Farragutful - Own work, CC
BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=82921780

• Jean Dubois was born in Paris, France, on August 24, 1764. He went to
Lycée Louis-le-Grand in Paris. Wanting to be a priest, he studied theology at
the Oratorian Seminary of Saint-Magloire in Paris. After being ordained in
1787, Dubois worked as an assistant to the curé at the Church of Saint Sulpice
in Paris.

• Amazingly, he escaped the persecution of priests during the French
Revolution with help from none other than his classmate, Maximilien
Robespierre, later leader of France during the dreadful time known as The
Terror. In 1791, he arrived in Norfolk and was warmly welcomed in Richmond
by influential families, thanks to a letter of introduction from... Lafayette!

• Virginia had only recently lifted civil restrictions on its small Catholic
population in 1786. Dubois soon made friends with two Episcopalian ministers,
which led to an invitation from the Virginia General Assembly for him to hold
mass in the Capitol courtroom. While in Richmond, Dubois conducted masses
at the homes of the few Catholic families in the city.

• In 1794, Dubois was assigned to Frederick, Maryland, to tend to the growing
Catholic community there, remaining until 1811. In 1808, he established Mount
St. Mary's College in Emmitsburg, Maryland, and became its first president.

• In 1826, Pope Leo XII named Dubois as the bishop of New York, following a
recommendation from Reverend Anthony Kohlmann. He was consecrated in
1826 by French-born Ambrose Maréchal, Archbishop of Baltimore. To
highlight the intricate connections within the Catholic clergy in America at that
time, it's worth noting that Ambrose Maréchal, born in Ingré, in the Loiret, near
Orléans, France, who studied to become a Sulpician priest at Issy-les-
Moulineaux near Paris, had been himself consecrated by Mgr. Jean-Louis
Cheverus, first bishop of Boston, who hailed from Mayenne, in the French
historical province of Maine.

• The Irish clergy in the Diocese of New York were unhappy about the choice of
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• The Irish clergy in the Diocese of New York were unhappy about the choice of
a French bishop. Even though Dubois spoke English well enough, his accent
made them see him as a "foreigner". At one point, the trustees of St. Patrick's
Old Cathedral in Manhattan, who were in a conflict with Dubois over church
property, stopped providing him with food and shelter.

• During his tenure as bishop, Dubois erected six new parishes in New York
City. Dubois passed away on December 20, 1842. He is laid to rest beneath
the sidewalk at the entrance of Old St. Patrick's Cathedral. He chose this
location so that people could "walk on me in death, as they wished to in life".
A plaque at the church's entrance honors Dubois.

• Dubois was the first Bishop of New York not born in Ireland and, as of 2024,
is still the only bishop or archbishop of New York with non-Irish roots.

New England

Bishop Jean-Louis Cheverus
First Bishop of Boston

Above:
Left: Boston (1850s photo), By Author unknown - Sammarco, Downtown Boston. Arcadia Publishing,
2002., Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8988192
Middle: Jean-Louis Anne Magdelaine Lefebvre de Cheverus" By Gilbert Stuart - The Athenaeum, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10670902
Right: Plaque at site of Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston, By Daderot - Own work, CC0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=19338494

• Jean-Louis Anne Madelain Lefebvre de Cheverus (also known as John
Cheverus) (b. in Mayenne, 28 January 1768 – died in Bordeaux, 19 July 1836)
was a French Roman Catholic bishop and later cardinal. He was the first
Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Boston, Massachusetts, and
later became a bishop and then archbishop in France.
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• He studied at Collège Louis le Grand in Paris in 1781, ordained a priest at Le
Mans in 1790, fled the French Revolution and reached Boston in 1796, where
he faced significant anti-Catholic feelings throughout various parts of society.
However, soon his preaching was listened to by many Protestants; indeed, the
subscriptions for the Church of the Holy Cross which he founded in 1803 were
largely from non-Catholics.

• Cheverus' work in New England, covering twenty-seven years, included
every form of missionary activity. He lived among the Indians, mastering their
dialect; traveled long distances on foot, attending scattered Catholics; nursed
the sick and buried the dead during two yellow fever epidemics; collected
funds and built a church in Boston; and served as businessman, adviser,
peacemaker, servant, and pastor for his flock. His devotion to duty and
extraordinary tact gradually won the respect of many Puritans. Ministers invited
him to their pulpits. The legislature sought and acted on his counsel. At a state
banquet to President John Adams (whose name had headed a list of
Protestant contributors to the Catholic Church building fund), he was placed
next to the President.

• The site of the old cathedral was sold by the diocese in the 1860’s and a new
cathedral built on a new site.

Plaque, “Cathedral of the Holy Cross Site”
63 Franklin St, Boston, MA 02110
GPS: 42.355517, -71.058633

• Inscription:
“Near this site stood

The Cathedral of the Holy Cross
established 1803 by

Jean Lefebvre de Cheverus
First Catholic Bishop of Boston.

Missionary to the Penobscot Indians,
Friend of President John Adams,
Advisor to our State legislature,

One of America's noblest priests.
"'He stood by the bedside of Catholic and Protestant alike.”

"This tablet placed by a group of Protestant businessmen, 1950.”

Plaque, “Jean Lefebvre Decheverus”
220 Devonshire St, Boston, MA 02110
GPS: 42.3557167,-71.0628667

• Inscription:
“On this site stood the residence of

Jean Lefebvre Decheverus
First Roman Catholic Bishop of Boston

Beloved by Protestant and Catholic alike
Born in France 1768
Made bishop 1808

Recalled to France in 1823
Later made Cardinal Archbishop of Bordeaux where he died in 1836
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Later made Cardinal Archbishop of Bordeaux where he died in 1836
"His thoughts were as a pyramid upheld on whose far top an angel stood

and smiled yet in his heart he was a child"
This tablet placed by the City of Boston 1925

This tablet restored by the George B. Henderson Foundation
 Erected 1925 by City of Boston.”

• Cheverus helped create the Provident Institution for Savings in Boston in
1816, which was the first chartered savings bank in the United States. He
thought this bank would assist his parishioners in developing sound financial
habits.

• In 1823 Pope Leo XII named Cheverus as the bishop of Montauban in
France. The people of Boston sent a request to the pope to cancel this
decision, but it was unsuccessful. Before departing from Boston, Cheverus
gave away all his belongings. He left for New York City in September 1823,
with over 300 carriages accompanying him to bid him farewell.

• In 1826 Leo XII appointed Cheverus as the archbishop of Bordeaux. Pope
Gregory XVI made him a cardinal in 1836, following the wishes of King Louis
Philippe I of France. Cheverus died in Bordeaux

The following places were named after Cheverus:
• Cheverus Centennial School, an elementary school in Malden, MA.
• Cheverus Hall, a student residence at Boston College in Boston
• Cheverus High School, a Jesuit college preparatory school in Portland, ME
• Collège Cheverus, a secondary international school in Bordeaux, France

 Louis Joseph Marie Théodore de Goesbriand 
First Bishop of the Diocese of Burlington, Vermont

Above:
Left: The Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Burlington, Vermont was built in 1883 by Rev. Joseph Michaud, a
self-taught architect from Montreal. He drew inspiration from the Chapel of the Palace of Versailles. By
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self-taught architect from Montreal. He drew inspiration from the Chapel of the Palace of Versailles. By
Farragutful - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=117202739
Middle: Bishop de Goesbriand, by Unknown author - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=58236700
Right: Centennial plaque of Saint Joseph Parish, By Niranjan Arminius - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=42346563

• Louis Joseph Marie Théodore de Goesbriand (born in St Urbain, Finistère,
Brittany on August 4, 1816 – November 3, 1899) served as the first bishop of
the Diocese of Burlington in Vermont from 1853 until his death in 1899.

• He studied for priesthood at Saint Sulpice in Paris and accepted an invitation
to become a missionary in Ohio where he befriended his compatriot Rev.
Joseph Machebeuf (who later became the first bishop of Denver, as we will
see further below), and eventually was sent to Vermont by Pope Pius IX.

• In 1855, de Goesbriand went to Europe to find priests from Ireland and
France to work in Vermont.

• In 1894, he went to Rome and convinced Pope Leo XIII to part with one of
the seven links of the chain said to have tied St Peter for nine months at the
Memertime prison. The Pope accepted, when Goesbriand told him that " the
link would allow the American people to grow in a greater love of St. Peter and
his successors, including Leo XIII." The 2,000-year-old chain of St. Peter is
one of the most valuable treasures in the Diocese of Burlington and across the
United States.

• In 2019, Bishop Christopher Coyne, the 10th bishop of Burlington opened a
cause for canonization. "He was known to be a holy and simple man," he said
of Bishop Louis de Goesbriand. "He died well loved by many.”

• Though he had inherited from his parents about a quarter of a million dollars,
by the time he died in 1899, he had only $2.12 to his name and a few old suits.
He spent his wealth on purchasing church property, building churches,
establishing and supporting an orphanage and helping the poor.

• He is the author of several books, such as Jesus the Good Shepherd or
Meditations for the use of the Secular Clergy

Centennial Plaque, Cathedral of Saint Joseph
29 Allen St, Burlington, VT 05401
GPS: 44.483200, -73.214595

• Inscription:
"The first Catholic Church National and Distinct

for Americans of French descent in New England
Tablet erected by L'Union Saint-Jean-Baptiste d'Amérique

Centenary Celebration, June 23, 1950"

• The Cathedral of St. Joseph in Burlington was the first National French parish
in New England (1850). Once a month at the 10:001m Sunday Mass, the First

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXh0jngDDvWxj7OmXCuRNhMIhTn05WSefzCf4bp8oTdUnvYP-nQZR9nS1XLu-Ke-1LHiIWpYjrUsL55aUNqI4CcbrZq8VQlqSuGM_FgsAke9R25kvNdTgX4BBKiKOY7vVdQehX_hWPZSM=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXK-KxFrD9Yd0ITJYjF23MTyLW2fN4Qw_K8j49xHmQeYYlbR3zEa8BCyvvGWce3awhDfJkp-nPS2Q9D5bvgL4A56eyIe1pKTbCWvaNJJWgjrXjvzaQ5LejSsvZagt71nnNF-RkvjrvdW4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX_g0vp-gkec6gFQ2YP3Mcss7zM2St-dDPVZtLL9vL6lhzj1lMyGeJTh1ZZxhYO_8vsAkGSS-2WbyXtKbggeikzu16YosNy7hlM8xTKL1NKHccas8jl4yEV7gQGRSntEYgl3N8kl-cS4U=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX67G3CQigdqslt9EBga1UDhZzmrLLN62eKwjSF5xR1jTa2wU5Jh5Ravsyl_XMpXlc8ANKZW9iKy1xmzE--ahE0Oj200IFHmVTkbuy7OGR8KmVX75Mi8d6Xoh02iNVO_SpRaQy_PSatdUZ1rYjyL9bebDMzwNJuuHg&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXYBZ-M4jT3wqDB-9UKVVHUmtt55FwOxcP6wYEvJZra6ZMIi4rLPmYEunx3WbMp8mqV7gCtFtb_WJuGG2zD040Lm8S2xbt0SbkemjqqLYVNthOdlR9-T-5KW0h9fGqR2ycmosfxo7sZbsm8kDOM54z9EUaw6lUGk4p-f1TeEUarSg=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXIF-FLkqPmZBSmjG5-zUqkMioRhBcQNrLg3H5ZLZuiP4CUgHWjiGKXR-lGmeij9Cw4rRuCDwo2tTN9IL7SVv7gtIPLMXYb1dYzTtkCjDH43FSAUPSNzWmY6wBOrjhN80WL7YJrFY_dkIF6U0b4K2Jrh3piV3G0Mcs70LUGq4nBqg=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXelMVxalKLDfpDA-9dcy8YUbb6fEWoeAaTa77fs_8w2wG4Ti78rTccylED5W-ACrJT7V-k8mSvh2Wb8SPjDMub4b6p5IIiRFX5pcjXuZZYgY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


in New England (1850). Once a month at the 10:001m Sunday Mass, the First
Scripture Reading is still proclaimed in French.  

The Midwest and the Frontier

Étienne Théodore Badin 
First Catholic priest ordained in today’s United States

Above:
Left: Our Lady Church merged with other parishes and is now called Good Shepherd Church
Photo: https://www.archlou.org/parishes/good-shepherd-louisville/
Middle: Portrait of Rev. Etienne Badin, first Priest ordained in the U. S., May 25th, 1793, By Unknown -
This photo has been scanned and uploaded to Wikimedia Commons with the gracious permission and
cooperation of Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec and Wikimedia Canada., Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=70256807
Right: Log chapel built by Father Badin, University of Notre Dame, By Eccekevin - Own work
Photo: https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=51851386

• Étienne Théodore Badin (born in Orléans, France on July 17, 1768 – died in
Cincinnati, OH, April 21, 1853) was the first Catholic priest ordained in the
United States. He spent most of his long career ministering to widely
dispersed Catholics in Canada and in what became the states
of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Illinois. He also donated the land on
which French priest Edouard Sorin founded the University of Notre-Dame in
Indiana.

• Father Badin studied in Paris at the Collège de Montaigu but when his
seminary was closed during the upheaval of the French Revolution,
immigrated to the United States in 1791.
He finished his theology studies with the Sulpicians in Baltimore and was made
a priest by Bishop John Carroll on May 25, 1793. After that, he learned English
with the Jesuits at Georgetown College in Maryland and was sent to the
Frontier in the newly created State of Kentucky.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXEVWjeyD-CJDEDy4_eyIbhvbTLqqnVm3dDMxZSh7E6P9COgwBJP9h9iptCdsjza5g0KdNWvw3AZUZgQ_Zvy82t4x02nQdv_82JnbWf7tC-aFv9E9tYeAw7A==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXXnE-9qomiqRHtLk3QrNmM4_rC_dWIN19uwH6FCkC8utHbKpa9DxC884RLvZwF0Phu-Un4hKgHiOFpumMHwYOPxHPVWEwBiWXF67mnBqYyHglCCWzHME_cyswePZIMWh3EoxbDXyvDv4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXKx4r8qdyPb_zffQOqCMJ_xU-WuAocvAsNKOeRgu4TV4OQUeGfhbEAE4geO0l0Tw4RudCmDAUZWTb4ynBF1dy5_HyVJN5M9avYmyvgE_VlE9GcHKlJ91HrKUR9AD1u1QCK-M-zILm5IQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXQti5PZ0Sj9j8fwHk1vXXg1Y4Esu4PHkPEppGMQiNcIIjXyI__K9TS4rF7TXn1mMCF49sQyZJjolwT4iLHr3JCBQmzLAIXRQP8NR6oailU315ox4_6bIxE3P9GGcYeMOIUe0irXAWO-A=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• For the next 14 years, Badin journeyed on foot, horseback, and by boat to
various Catholic communities in Kentucky and the Northwest Territory. It is
estimated that he traveled over 100,000 miles.

• After a short trip back to France in 1819, Badin returned to the U.S. by 1825,
where he documented his baptisms, marriages, and burials on Drummond
Island, Michilimackinac, and Sault Ste Marie, continuing his missionary efforts
in the Michigan Territory until 1828.

• In 1830, he worked as a missionary with the Potawatomi Indians in the
western Great Lakes region.

• In 1832, Badin bought 524 acres (2.12km2)of land near South Bend,
acquiring half from the government and half from two private owners. He built a
log chapel that served as both a church and his home. In 1834, he donated the
land to the new Diocese of Vincennes with the stipulation that it be used for a
school and orphanage. This land later became the site of the University of
Notre Dame. Additionally, Badin established the first orphanage in Indiana in
1834.

• After serving two more years as pastor in Bourbonnais, Illinois, he retired to
Cincinnati where he died in 1853. He is buried in the Log Chapel that he built.

• The Log Chapel (photo above) was constructed in 1831 by Rev. Fr. Stephen
Badin to serve the Potawatomi Indians in what is now northern Indiana. It was
among the first Catholic churches in that region. In 1842, it was handed over to
Fr. Edward Sorin, becoming the foundation of the University of Notre Dame.
The original chapel was lost to a fire in 1856, but a matching replica was built
on the same site in 1906.

Marker, “Calmoutier - Étienne Théodore Badin, First Catholic Priest ordained in the
United States”
4527 Co Hwy 229, Fredericksburg, OH 44627
GPS: 40.665967, -81.778817

• Inscription (excerpts):
“Fr. Stephen Badin, the first Catholic priest ordained in America (by Bishop John Carroll in
1793), frequented St. Genevieve's from 1835-1837. He was Missionary Apostolic and
Pastor of the Potawatomi Indians, Vicar-General of Bardstown and Apostle of Kentucky,
and Vicar-General of Cincinnati. In 1841 he deeded the site of Notre Dame University,
where he is buried, to its founder Fr. Edward Sorin, C.S.C. But the most celebrated
missionary, Fr. Jean Baptiste Lamy, came from Danville in nearby Knox County between
1839-1841. In 1853 he was made the first Bishop of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Portrayed as
Bishop Latour in Willa Cather's fictionalized novel, Death Comes for the Archbishop, he is
also the hero in Paul Horgan's historical work, Lamy of Santa Fe. The famous Kit Carson,
a convert, esteemed him highly and scouted for him.” [...] ”Calmoutier, was an early
French Catholic farming community founded in 1832 by Claude Druhot, who came from
Calmoutier, Haute-Saône, France...”
Erected 2003 by Calmoutier Memorial Association and The Ohio Historical Society”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXjnfVT8eo757DAPN5w32ZJASlZ0c6ldHeL9-U7PK6Sm-FCcZF1WGiwryKDjQzkpXQjPIwGuiBWLhvIL_9pma0wq3prT_cczxoj2Pq2PY8c-o=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Marker, « Portland / Our Lady Church”
802 Cedar Grove Terrace, Louisville, KY 40212
GPS: 38.276283, -85.804933

• Inscription:
“French immigrants established a community here in 1806. In 1814 it was surveyed
and platted. By 1837 it was incorporated as a suburb of Louisville. It was an early port and
boatbuilding center - 41 steamers had been built by 1855. Portland was site of first
tramway in US, connecting it with Louisville, and once famous hostelry of South, St.
Charles Hotel.

Our Lady Church
Congregation organized in 1837 - 38 by Father Stephen Badin, the first priest ordained
in U.S. He saw to Portland's spiritual welfare when it was first a community of French
immigrants. Also helpful in forming church were Bishop Flaget, first bishop west of
Alleghenies, and Bishop Chabrat, first to be ordained in Ky. Bricks in original church,
1841, used for this building. “
Erected 1970 by The Kentucky Historical Society & The Kentucky Department of
Highways. (Marker Number 1312.)”

Bénédict Joseph Flaget 
known as "the First Bishop of the West”

First Bishop of Bardstown and Louisville (1808-1850)

Above:
Left: Basilica of Saint Joseph Proto-Cathedral, By Nheyob - https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=22953390
Middle: The Most Reverend Benedict Joseph Flaget, S.S., By Unknown author - Assumption College:
Gallery Direct, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=26063728
Right: Hardbook cover, "Cathedrals in the Wilderness: The Story of Benedict Joseph Flaget, Pioneer
Bishop, Whose Zeal & Vigor as Leader of the Vast Frontier Diocese of Bardstown Won for Him the Title
Patriarch of the West " January 1, 1952, by J. Herman Schauinger (Author)
https://www.amazon.com/Cathedrals-Wilderness-Benedict-Bardstown-Patriarch/dp/B000SI9FA0

• Bénédict Joseph Flaget (born in Contournat in Auvergne, France November
7, 1763 – died February 11, 1850 in Louisville, KY) was ordained in Clermont-
Ferrand, Auvergne, in 1788 and was a priest in Angers (Maine & Loire). He
fled the French Revolution in 1792.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXOQVZk1R32mr8ynTd6-3xx51WeOx3EY_50pyBrQ4U9MnlJzDyqFnm84nIApBUXkVAZRtVQxH5UjlRpUvgqFKLAjfExa_jF0dBqrYbI3YL8gk=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXLtISUabwSwUG35Hi02RxoOl212nzGwQCvjh0VIKNTTR6kdw7HxBB9hGipNUycOFhhXmMjx73HMYTW81ULpNPtz_53T36nJf3ipKnn4P5Ct-LJnbkXy-1SB9DSNCK93Pz&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXTMa8U3Ag2KKSPUL78zVzjNjCxKXERiGk27NEKYBysl2LqowzINgBFznu3uRMb-MME4EithJ9cTaVI104f-RbclU4bR6_JPSB3Q9Ycnn88AGMtrvgk_4ripoPf_OxbJMQyxxas3asztIj-9DRp0UFcPC0CrgF584r2jUqibEADfCK7iBH5aJt9A==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


fled the French Revolution in 1792.

• He preached in Vincennes, IN, where he founded a school and a library in the
church (now the Old Cathedral and Library), the oldest educational institutions
in Indiana. Then he preached and taught in Kaskaskia, IL., New Orleans, LA,
Baltimore, MD., in Nashville, TN, where he conducted the first catholic mass at
the home of Jacques-Timothée Boucher, Sieur de Montbrun (known as the
"first citizen" of Nashville, Tennessee, see our May 2024 Bulletin)

• Flaget was appointed by the Holy See as the first Bishop of the newly
established Diocese of Bardstown on April 8, 1808 (later transferred to
Louisville, KY). This was the largest diocese ever formed in the United States
and comprised an area now covering 10 modern states, including Kentucky,
Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, Indiana and others. Today this area includes 35
dioceses.

• He is buried in the undercroft of the Cathedral of the Assumption in Louisville,
Kentucky. Several institutions have been named for Benedict Joseph Flaget in
several States.

Marker, « Benedict Joseph Flaget (1763-1850”
"First Bishop of the West"
106 N 3rd St, Bardstown, KY 40004
GPS: 37.809500, -85.466983

• Inscription:
“A priest for 62 years, the "First Bishop of the West" became Bishop of Bardstown, 1810;
of Louisville, 1841. Jurisdiction embraced area of Ky., Tenn., and old Northwest Territory.
Flaget directed founding of colleges, congregations, and St. Joseph's Cathedral;
witnessed ten dioceses formed from region. Bishop buried in Louisville.”
Erected 1988 by The Kentucky Historical Society & The Kentucky Department of
Highways. (Marker Number 1827.)”

• Bénédict Joseph Flaget’s birthplace in Contournat in Auvergne, France is
part of the town of Billom, which is sister city with Bardstown, KY., aka "the
Bourbon Capital of the world".
• The Basilica of Saint Joseph Proto-Cathedral, (proto-cathedral means it is a
former cathedral of a see that has transferred or moved) was consecrated by
Bishop Flaget.
• King Louis-Philippe had befriended Flaget when he met him during his
years of exile in the United States and visit to Cuba.
• Many of the paintings and interior decorations were donated by Pope Leo XII,
King Louis-Philippe of France and others. The gift from the King of France
included paintings by Murillo, Van Dyke and others. Gifts of royal embroidered
vestments—the handwork of the queen and her court—and sacramental
vessels were also made. 

Marker, «Parc Billom”
1 Court Square, Bardstown KY 40004
Paintings and gifts from King Louis-Philippe,

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX1hMiL8s4j3SYGqJ01jfzhbbrGjUZ9WOOFVr9JFM0fxf0uZMvkkXb1oT8_jjaonpO4PThTOF3Tx-mahuxW34E1kifqiMTvF4SCXPDAKxbgE8=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Paintings and gifts from King Louis-Philippe,
Basilica of Saint Joseph Proto-Cathedral
310 W Stephen Foster Ave, Bardstown, KY 40004
GPS: 37.809517, -85.467083

• Inscription:
“ In honor of Bardstown’s

sister city in France
Birthplace of

Benedict Joseph Flaget ”

• Several institutions have been named for Benedict Joseph Flaget:
·     Bishop Flaget School – Chillicothe, Ohio
·     Flaget Memorial Hospital – Bardstown, Kentucky
·     Flaget Elementary School – Vincennes, Indiana
·     Flaget Center (Senior Center) – Louisville, Kentucky
·     Flaget Community Center – Louisville, Kentucky
·     Knights of Columbus, Flaget Council – Chillicothe, Ohio
·     Bishop Flaget High School – Louisville, Kentucky (closed in 1974)

Gabriel Richard
First Catholic priest ever to be elected to Congress

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXuUFtIdEuCLzyLvs6cwabF5k4U8pFAptEsxoE83AmfsUh7E7Bgqi2v7eDQwAy6Bs-laM_ySNgEtkAIRjgKJCed9ZoquuZd62tq4_xKgwiX1o=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX3jqdblV-0PyT-8zMKvrQ234TlhW-F_kn8fIJTBrmXaS199_uTin6JdxzYcwnAgG4721XI2vXPBpDZUQmWjnqcwvrXsyTaHUoUABUiqWjBHibu0FlKV1SGQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX3chSZX0qMsDmzI5WPcgmlegVOPPVeWV6PxpwA7QHpHBHQnc1uReSOPGPrUFSR8Vc1YvA1RD2vftGotaio-XIXkbEJ0a8cgAlL1suDie_wQqHsMFjEqcnc8y10ui5CmCqrQLZy3vYvyLQDCOAIyGOuwf2UJZvGPR0&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Top Left: Statue of Gabriel Richard, Gabriel Richard Park, Detroit, MI., Photo:
https://buymichigannow.com/blog/meet-detroits-second-founder-gabriel-richard/
Top Middle: Photograph of portrait of Father Gabriel Richard, painted by James Ott. Lewis, 1799-1858
- Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=152623515
Top Right: Statue of Gabriel Richard, part of the "Fabulous Four" (the other 3 are Antoine de la Mothe
Cadillac, Father Jacques Marquette, Robert Cavalier Sieur de La Salle), Wayne University, Detroit, MI.
Photo: Ken Coleman https://michiganadvance.com/briefs/on-this-day-in-1823-gabriel-richard-becomes-
first-roman-catholic-priest-to-serve-in-congress/
Lower Left: Ste. Anne's original "stone church" in 1840. Photo by Archdiocese of Detroit - Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=117981386
Lower Middle: State of Michigan Historical Marker outside Basilica of Sainte Anne de Détroit, Photo Jac
Getzinger, https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=14879
Lower Right: Hardcover, "Frontier Priest and Congressman: Father Gabriel Richard, S.S."- 1958 By C.
F. X. Brother Alois (Author) – Amazon.com

• Gabriel Richard (October 15, 1767 – September 13, 1832) was a
French Roman Catholic priest. He was born in Saintes (Vendée), entered
the seminary in Angers in 1784 and was ordained priest on October 15, 1790.

• He refused to swear an oath to the French Republic and escaped the
massacres of the French Revolution by emigrating to Baltimore where he
taught mathematics, before being assigned to missionary work to the Indians
in the Northwest Territory, first in Kaskaskia in Illinois and then in Detroit.

• The majority of people in Detroit, including both Catholics and Protestants,
had French ancestry. He was known as Le Bon Père (the good father), no
matter their faith. He trained teachers, provided education and delivered
sermons to local Native Americans.

• The rest of his life is described in the marker below. It is noteworthy to add
that he was the first Catholic priest ever to be elected to Congress.

• After a fire nearly wiped out the Town of Detroit in 1805, he and others
designed a new plan for the town.His motto following the Detroit fire,
Speramus meliora; resurget cineribus ("We hope for better things; it will arise
from the ashes") is inscribed on the Seal of the City of Detroit.

• In 1808, Richard started a school for both Native American and white
children. He owned the first printing press in Detroit and published a French-
language magazine called Essais du Michigan, along with The Michigan
Essay, or Impartial Observer, in 1809. Richard worked closely with the local
Indian tribes and was well-respected by them. During the War of 1812, he was
jailed by the British for not pledging loyalty after they took Detroit. He stated, "I
have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States and I

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX3chSZX0qMsDmzI5WPcgmlegVOPPVeWV6PxpwA7QHpHBHQnc1uReSOPGPrUFSR8Vc1YvA1RD2vftGotaio-XIXkbEJ0a8cgAlL1suDie_wQqHsMFjEqcnc8y10ui5CmCqrQLZy3vYvyLQDCOAIyGOuwf2UJZvGPR0&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX3chSZX0qMsDmzI5WPcgmlegVOPPVeWV6PxpwA7QHpHBHQnc1uReSOPGPrUFSR8Vc1YvA1RD2vftGotaio-XIXkbEJ0a8cgAlL1suDie_wQqHsMFjEqcnc8y10ui5CmCqrQLZy3vYvyLQDCOAIyGOuwf2UJZvGPR0&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXW8D_8BVf-DPRhTQVJGfnnFRoYweOhFayQQslW8ClLDcRLEvpyURnLbP_pQ0FtSoBqjDUYDKBX1_GuSSRSpmsTyb9mtcMjDtZETg38D_PcgvmU0HFuI2kWxbfxeSoygmbwIbx71HPdDQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzvRLEr0N7CbcZqWWj6ZK8EzAZB9zGk3sTPWaLntJd4B2uB-gekqJzL11qy0ydX-n4Z3Op2XkTNw72KT54xFnMTDgbb1ECNaPrzwlTdWKwrDExcSMM5awza3uVENeip-TKqWDp76MdHePvLOR11F20DWajs9vzIpjFJwywEgIMjU0&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXVAEgrm8KlRkoCDBn4TcyZ3ptz3oC7nfK08X_gV0gtxvVMP1cUOhi-18v__ZSXXiR3y5I4jNRvjDO1IkhIVVW4QDFnT0awvw2Pct6-ZIBjNP2PX7_Mns4I2UhUYqNVMbdcMU3z7GioKOYD1w3mSbfBF2Kr2OWK1J8QhlOZGAdrqA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States and I
cannot take another. Do with me as you please." He was freed when Shawnee
chief Tecumseh, who disliked Americans, chose not to fight for the British while
Richard was in prison.

• Richard played a key role in negotiating the Treaty of Fort Meigs (the largest
wholesale purchase of Indian land in the history of Ohio). He co-founded the
Catholepistemiad of Michigania, which later became the University of
Michigan. He was the first Catholic priest to be elected as a delegate from the
Michigan Territory to the U.S. House of Representatives during the 18th
Congress.

• On September 13, 1832, Gabriel Richard passed away in Detroit after helping
those affected by a cholera outbreak. He was in itially laid to rest in a crypt at
Sainte Anne's chapel, but later his remains were transferred to the Fr. Gabriel
Richard Chapel, where they can be seen today.In 2020, the Fr. Gabriel Richard
Guild was created as an early step in the process of canonizing Richard.

Marker, Ste. Anne Church – Father Gabriel Richard
2654-2698 Howard St, Detroit, MI 48216
GPS: 42.320983, -83.076817

• Inscription:
“Gabriel Richard”

“Father Gabriel Jacques Richard, S.S. (1767-1832)—pastor, educator and public servant
—arrived in Detroit in 1798. In 1802 he became the pastor of Ste. Anne Church. He
brought a printing press to the area and in 1809, printed Michigan’s first newspaper, the
Michigan Essay or Impartial Observer. In 1817 Richard and the Reverend John Monteith,
a Presbyterian, became the first professors of the University of Michigania, the territory’s
pioneer educational establishment. Richard also established schools for girls and for
Indian children. From 1823 to 1825 Richard was Michigan Territory’s delegate to the
United States Congress. As a delegate, he was instrumental in gaining support for the
Territorial Road, which linked Detroit and Chicago, opening Michigan to settlement. He
died of cholera on September 13, 1832.”

Statue, Father Richard Park
7130 E Jefferson Ave, Detroit, MI 48207
GPS: 42.34830, -82.999355

• Inscription on pedestal:
"Father Gabriel Richard

1767-1832
Pioneer Priest Patriot Founder

Of Churches and School Co- Founder of
The University of Michigan

Member of Congress
Printer Martyr of Charity Pro-
Phet and Apostle of Christian

Civilization he served God
And country on the
Michigan Frontier"

• The Basilica of Ste. Anne de Detroit and the Fr. Gabriel Richard Guild host an

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX25WkQaEmksBnYvq_8JUc4EUimBqhHRpjRXrQT81hitE8DzdVCv6A82eQxXxnkz7AYWM4SL5FETcswOm8XJrwj238VRkehZVm_jGEoc97YHw=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXTWWRMHuQnt0RwiFiB1VICzOWNr3C-dzeecQlO4GfTUiuh6wegYKpudoPGbyBYphMHdBiAvMUrN4R99yMgxITBaQyKytU4HtediF51waeKfU=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• The Basilica of Ste. Anne de Detroit and the Fr. Gabriel Richard Guild host an
exhibit each September and October detailing the legacy of Father Richard.

Legacy:
There are at least four schools near Detroit named after Richard:
* Gabriel Richard Catholic High School in Riverview, Michigan
* Father Gabriel Richard High School in Ann Arbor, Michigan
* Gabriel Richard Elementary School in Detroit
* Père Gabriel Richard Elementary School in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan.

St Rose Philippine Duchesne
Founder of the first free school west of the Mississippi

Canonized on July 3, 1988, by Pope John Paul II

Above:
Left: Statue of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, 619 North 2nd Street, Saint Charles, MO 63301
https://www.archcityreligion.org/st-rose-philippine-duschene
Middle: Portrait, (anonymous) of Saint Rose-Philippine Duchesne, sister of the Society of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, founderess of the congregation first house in America (1818) Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6831232
Right: Mosaic of Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne in the Cathedral Basilica in St. Louis, Missouri
Photo By Andrew Balet - self-made, attribution required, CC BY 2.5,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2062448

• Rose Philippine Duchesne (August 29, 1769 – November 18, 1852), was a
French religious sister and educator who was beatified on May 12, 1940 by
Pope Pius XII, and canonized on July 3, 1988, by Pope John Paul II.
• She was born in Grenoble and became a nun in 1788, surviving the Terror
years of the French Revolution.
• In 1818, with the encouragement of her lifelong friend Sophie Barat,
foundress of the Sacred Heart School, she became a missionary to the United
States to evangelize the Indians and established a convent in Saint Charles,
Missouri, “the remotest village in the U.S”.
• Her new Sacred Heart convent in a log cabin became the first free school
west of the Mississippi. 

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXdf5cFzkbJLUQ9t1w010M0hfCP6EbMw42VsC2vbpGZatCHGArivxGVlj21_vv2SHeFM2k4xXuU6x15TjlL9rbvB4bv62mutaaXl8yNztCXRrQYA5eO0bo1oMTaXkNJb25&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXsqGRPP1kaBbBApVloFyNOzmT8bHdZm_hqSuNiNRdQdLejuSTfuUMSk5OSYPztuL9Oy0GOtKM5FCzlA11gSxa0_4XhRnG2M3Xwxf6E2a_LyKYEFZY368AgJbPTl2XZ9uIFw7zgrFFdK8=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXw-d_McIQIlWxHWmrxmwEKrDXJC0LqEmq6gY4SWi1u80P-N1QEBU55NHuJb4w5aAOl_0oobp6xiwACgTYkdRdBHW_cjO6S-CVPK7N-Ma1fRNUdXd2yl81f2AGPxZJYbH40pz--95HbE4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX2hWNOEtjklAh2tQnaYxR6ZRpJSx7C7OEF1y2Wff0iKHLXhNFUOxa2VBzQm-R1N3sfXQmuV_cA4-4zikNCJNnnFPxJFUKfAq1XA9g8ZLSVwTmBj2XGW3QxfFugnalV7jToCSVx2WQXz0=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


west of the Mississippi. 
• In 1842 she went for a year in a new mission with the Potawatomi tribe in
eastern Kansas. Indian children named her Quahkahkanumad, which
translates as ”Woman Who Prays Always”.
• She is recognized for her care and education of Indigenous American
survivors of the United States Indian removal programs.
• Her cousin was Casimir-Pierre Perier, a prime minister of France (1831-32)
under King Louis-Philippe, and her grand-nephew was Jean Casimir-Perier,
president of the French Republic (1894-97).

Marker «St Rose Philippine Duchesne - First School - 1818”
1547-1553 River View Dr, Portage Des Sioux, MO 63373
GPS: 38.930700, -90.338800

• Inscription
“Arrived from France on mission

to convert the Indians and
established first school

west of the Mississippi in
St. Charles County”

Statue and markers «Sainte Rose Philippine Duchesne “
619 North 2nd Street, Saint Charles MO 63301
GPS: 38.785350, -90.480717

• Inscription of two bronze plaques: 
(left plaque:)
"Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne, Pioneer Missionary of the Society of the Sacred Heart,
came to St. Charles from France and founded the first free school west of the Mississippi
on this site in 1818."
(right plaque:)
"Mother Duchesne established other schools in Missouri and Louisiana. She died here in
1852 and was canonized in 1988. This statue was commissioned by the City of St.
Charles and created by sculptor Harry Weber in 2007."

• There is a statue of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne in the Hall of American
Saints, Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 400
Michigan Avenue, Northeast, Washington, DC 20017.
https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/st-rose-philippine-duchesne-a-life-of-prayer-and-
perseverance/

Simon William Gabriel Bruté de Rémur
First Bishop of Vincennes, Indiana

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX6g3oIOG_6RgjbqtqT5VwUD-DNIgVtlt1_oPNdNQ-g742gLPPH-wsNKt0w6DRYqFobY7_6U6foF-wb8bwTzTA5bkysB-Qy16t0v3g1gnzxeE=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXAJkIOy1xN4ISb_BBOa71NoatKJznKcFruI13Hht7U723anzu9asoob7mKYEPqGLlxqvcOWYwl5kwO7qIn4inFix4Tf1kPaDQhUKn3Rt2hqM=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXi0Sxlmd_A99G-VnEeCZ6jltLoetnnCv2gTTS2U0TNVTufUq0K8p05d6sv2iBF_R88UEOsR9Q9ofXOgMZM3mFwBu91q3btUzJ3_A5xpoIV26DZUP0PBvKl6o1h_7brdQMN4MFYmKY1FpuHEwWAFeetw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXQ039MS1jzPitFdW6alFqkcVmfb-XZ_mxPIQrsQXSsgs7gygUxZU5_dFsZIuVNwFnC_0rAzFY4CH-dlK2hRdl4O0OJpc7Echy0C-ZM_q1kjnWJwmmOwJyDfkfZdCXLJxF3PXEeBX2bWSfMXYyQHkHDoXpax-GzZVITNbWnY-Xr0CY_LJ59QL2QAS_p5xVCkjR&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXU04TggA3gE8ANhXzEUu41mYZ_Gjo1vv4dVoTHjM_UEbZMuBGzuK2ACcWCA-hDbr5u3EanRydixuCAc5t-pfL2YB6rdLYhBvfsPPxnqk_NVN7l9lFM5lIXeKJmmo84wL9&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Left: Simon Bruté College Seminary, 2500 Cold Spring Rd, Indianapolis, IN 46222
https://www.archindy.org/Criterion/local/2022/07-15/brute-sidebar.html
Middle: Mgr. Simon Bruté By John Murphy - Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=125100469
Right: A newly created bronze statue of the Servant of God Bishop Simon Bruté is featured at the
recently renovated back entrance of Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary in Indianapolis.

• Simon William Gabriel Bruté de Rémur (born in Rennes, Brittany, March
20, 1779 – died din Vincennes, Indiana, June 26, 1839) was a French
missionary in the United States and the first bishop of the Diocese of
Vincennes, Indiana. President John Quincy Adams called Bruté "the most
learned man of his day in America."
• Bruté started his medical studies in 1796 and finished in 1803, but he never
worked as a doctor. After graduating, he joined the reopened seminary of Saint
Sulpice in Paris in November 1803. He became a priest in 1808 but turned
down the position of assistant chaplain to Napoleon I.
• Bruté, who had a strong interest in missions, met Benedict Joseph Flaget.
Flaget had left Saint Sulpice when it closed during the French Revolution and
later became a missionary in the United States, arriving in America in 1810.
• His great impact on the church, his achievements in organizing, funding, and
implementing important reforms, and his strong leadership in his diocese made
him a leading Catholic immigrant to the United States.
• A cause for his canonization was officially started on September 12, 2005.

Marker, “Inscription on the Big Bell 'Mary Anne' of the Old Cathedral”
205 Church Street, Vincennes IN 47591
GPS: 38.678400, -87.534567

• Inscription:
“ D.O.M. Ad Laud et Glor Domini Nostri et Redemptoris Jesu Christi Hanc Mariam Annam
R.R. D.D. et in Chr Pater Simon G. Brute Qui Primus Vincennopolitanan Sedem
Episcopus Tenuis Vovebat Dabat et Consecrabat An Rep Sal MDCCCXXXIX
Translation:
D.O.M. abbreviation for "Deo Optimo Maximo"..."To God the Greatest and the Best" To the
Praise and Glory of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ The Most Reverend Lord and
Father in Christ, Simon G. Brute, who was the first Bishop held the See of Vincennes,
vowed, gave and consecrated the Mary Anne in the year of Salvation 1839.
(In French): "Les Frères Grente de Hambye Deptnt de la Manche m’ont fait"
Translation: The Grente Brothers of Hambye Department of La Manche made me.
Erected by The Old Cathedral, Basilica of St. Francis Xavier.)”

Father Benjamin Petit
Missionary to the Potawatomi in Indiana

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXU04TggA3gE8ANhXzEUu41mYZ_Gjo1vv4dVoTHjM_UEbZMuBGzuK2ACcWCA-hDbr5u3EanRydixuCAc5t-pfL2YB6rdLYhBvfsPPxnqk_NVN7l9lFM5lIXeKJmmo84wL9&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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Above:
Top Left: Father Benjamin Marie Petit, from an oil portrait by George Winter, frontier artist, in 1838
http://www.wiskigeamatyuk.com/Benjamin%20Petit.htm

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXje0qEqufWe6rV8Il8Waf5DDrtrAaGqL9_paKFURrSSD_RcwJUda2ZKqLySM4r5VN_IB4V_1keb-_E4UajWzPdxfasO8h_QJCduBXvXrXRs3VdHVRM0FirQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXje0qEqufWe6rV8Il8Waf5DDrtrAaGqL9_paKFURrSSD_RcwJUda2ZKqLySM4r5VN_IB4V_1keb-_E4UajWzPdxfasO8h_QJCduBXvXrXRs3VdHVRM0FirQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


http://www.wiskigeamatyuk.com/Benjamin%20Petit.htm
Top Right: Memorial Marker and plaques honoring Father Petit at Philippine Duchesne Memorial Park,
Centerville KS 66014. Photo: By Chris Light at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16995517
Bottom: Detail of plaque with map of the "Trail of tears": By Chris Light at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA
3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=73113450

• Benjamin Marie Petit (born in Rennes, Brittany on April 8, 1811 – died in St.
Louis, MO, February 10, 1839) istudied at the Seminary of St Sulpice in Paris
and was recruited in 1835 by Bishop Bruté of Vincennes, Indiana to come to
America. In 1837, he ordained him a priest in Vincennes and sent him to Twin
Lakes, Indiana as a Catholic missionary to the Potawatomi.
• Father Petit quickly mastered the English and Potawatomi languages. In one
letter, he showcases his skill in the Potawatomi language by ending with a
phrase in Potawatomi and its translation: “Nin Mackahtaokônia Chichipé
Outipé angenickaso gatamikoa tchaiai Muckatahokônia Autchakpock Kick. I,
the Black Robe, known as the ‘duck's head,’ greet all the Black Robes from the
mouth to the source (Vincennes).”

• Having trained and practiced as a lawyer in France, Petit attempted to assist
the Potawatomi in creating a legal appeal against their removal, but it was
unsuccessful.
• Father Petit was known for his compassion toward his Potawatomi
parishioners. He deeply mourned their removal from Indiana and the closing of
the Catholic mission at Twin Lakes. In a letter to his family dated September
14, 1838, he expressed, "It is sad, I assure you, for a missionary to see a
young and vigorous work expire in his arms." He also shared his sorrow during
the mission's last moments: "As I prepared to leave, I gathered all my children
to speak to them one last time. I cried, and my listeners wept loudly; it was
truly a heartbreaking scene, and over our dying mission, we prayed for the
success of those they would establish in their new hunting grounds."He also
joined them on their forced march to new reservation lands along the Osage
River, at the present-day site of Osawatomie, Kansas, in 1838.

• Father Petit's remains are honored beneath the Log Chapel at the University
of Notre Dame. He is remembered as a martyr of charity for his dedicated
service to the Potawatomi people.

• A memorial marker for Father Petit was installed at St. Philippine Duchesne
Park, which was once the location of the Potawatomi's Sugar Creek Mission in
Linn County, Kansas. This marker features boulders from Kansas and
Missouri, along with a map of the Trail of Death route. The dedication took
place on Sunday, September 28, 2003.

Marker #1, “Father Petit and the Potawatomi 'Trail of Death'”
Philippine Duchesne Memorial Park, Centerville KS 66014
GPS: 38.235067, -94.944250

• Inscription
“Rev. Benjamin Marie Petit, of the City of Rennes, France, arrived as the Catholic
missionary to the Potawatomi Indians in northern Indiana in November 1837. By June
1838, he had learned much of their difficult language and their culture, and had instructed

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXU04TggA3gE8ANhXzEUu41mYZ_Gjo1vv4dVoTHjM_UEbZMuBGzuK2ACcWCA-hDbr5u3EanRydixuCAc5t-pfL2YB6rdLYhBvfsPPxnqk_NVN7l9lFM5lIXeKJmmo84wL9&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXDvb9QRGED4rJ4qr90s_ToqQxqmb50ZjfR-TJI3tidvj_-5OIyewiMutXpQNtKJSNNysMXwbkA2JCpe2DmSceBTk4qZLHw7SLu4M44ZSVkCw=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


1838, he had learned much of their difficult language and their culture, and had instructed
and baptized many. “‘We were orphans,’ they said to me, ‘and as if in darkness, but you
appeared among us like a great light, and we live’,” Father Petit wrote to his mother in
France. The Indians begged their “Father Black Robe” to accompany them on their forced
removal from Indiana in September 1838, His superior, Bishop Simon Brute of Vincennes,
Indiana, finally consented, in time for him to join them enroute at Danville, Ill., ministering
to their needs, both spiritual and material on their march to Kansas territory.
The Potawatomi “Trail of Death” had started at Menominee’s village south of Plymouth,
down the Michigan Road (Old Hwy. 31), through Rochester on Main Street, through
Logansport, and along the north side of the Wabash River to cross into Illinois at Danville.
He baptized the dying children, among them newly born “who with their first step passed
from earthly exile to the heavenly sojourn,” according to one of his letters, which were
published by the Indiana Historical Society in 1941.
In them he vividly describes the hardships and the anguish of “my poor Christians, under a
burning noonday sun, amidst clouds of dust, marching in line, surrounded by soldiers who
were hurrying their steps” and the heartbreak of the Indians as they buried their loved
ones and marched on. Across the great prairies of Illinois they marched, crossed the
Mississippi River at Quincy, and then made their way through Missouri to enter Kansas
territory south of Independence, Missouri. About 40 Indians died on the march, mostly
children. Father Petit blessed each grave. He was himself at times sick with fever. [...]
Father Petit’s remains rest under the Log Chapel at the University of Notre Dame.”
Erected 1997 by Fulton County Historical Society Indian Awareness Center

Marker #2, “Father Petit and the Potawatomi 'Trail of Death'”
Philippine Duchesne Memorial Park, Centerville KS 66014
GPS: 38.234500, -94.943333

• Inscription:
“Father Benjamin Marie Petit, a missionary to the Potawatomi in northern Indiana,
accompanied them on the forced removal in 1838. He ministered to their needs, both
spiritual and physical. He baptized the dying children, "whose first step was from the land
of exile to the bliss of heaven."
Petit's letters to Bishop Bruté of Vincennes were published by the Indiana Historical
Society in 1941. His letters vividly describe the hardships of the trek as they "marched in
line and surrounded by soldiers, who hurried them along under a burning midday sun and
amid clouds of dust" and the heartbreak of the Indians as they buried their loved ones and
marched on. Across the great prairies of Illinois they marched, crossed the Mississippi
River at Quincy, and then crossed Missouri to enter Kansas south of Independence, Mo.
About 40 Indians died, and Father Petit blessed each grave, at times himself sick with
fever. After turning the Potawatomi over to Father Christian Hoecken at the Sugar Creek
Mission in Kansas on Nov. 4, Father Petit again fell sick with fever.
On Jan. 2 he started for Vincennes, accompanied by Abram Burnett, a full-
blooded Potawatomi friend, but again was taken ill on the way. With three open sores
draining his strength, he rode in an open wagon, the roads rough and rain frequent, from
Jefferson City. He reached the Jesuit Seminary, St. Louis University, Jan. 15. The Fathers
gave him all the medical attention and care they could, but he grew weaker and died Feb.
10, 1839, a martyr to duty... “ ...“Father Elet, president of St. Louis University, wrote that he
placed the crucifix to Father Petit's lips and twice he kissed it tenderly. He suffered in
agony and then expired 20 minutes before midnight, having lived 27 years and 10 months.
Father Petit died in the Jesuit Seminary building at 9th and Washington Streets. His grave
was in the old cemetery which was located at 7th Street and St. Charles Ave. and was
moved in 1856 to make way for downtown St. Louis. In 1856 Father Edward Sorin,
founder of Notre Dame University, came and took Father Petit's body back to Indiana.
Today Father Petit's remains lie under the log chapel at the University of Notre Dame."
Erected by Indian Awareness Center of the Fulton County Historical Society and St.
Philippine Duchesne Memorial Park Committee.”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX6nhrLnR0ODKrQb8EgVMklr--2N2byAaG0_sBO6ZEjpTHbV00pnyBur_rdTqbNUCYKeDYas6h7IGFhWVWMrt3Pkpzozsz8fWIcbmibHMOrqk=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Rev. Édouard Sorin, C.S.C
Founder of University of Notre-Dame, Indiana

Founder of St. Edwards University, Austin, Texas

Above:
Top Left: : Statue of Edouard Sorin on the Campus of the University of Notre Dame, By Eccekevin - Own
work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=44762511
Top Middle: Portrait of Edouard Sorin By Unknown author - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=36907250
Top Right: Stained-glass window of Fr. Sorin in Saint Edward’s Hall, University of Notre Dame, Indiana,
https://www.sanctuairebasilemoreau.org/en/edward-frederick-sorin/
Bottom Left: St. Edward's University, Austin, TX, By Mulder416 at English Wikipedia - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30910961
Bottom Right: University of Notre Dame du Lac, Main Hall, built after the Great Fire of 1879, By Matthew
Rice - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=41085468

• Rev. Édouard Sorin, C.S.C. (born in Ahuillé, near Laval, France February 6,
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• Rev. Édouard Sorin, C.S.C. (born in Ahuillé, near Laval, France February 6,
1814 – died in South Bend, IN., October 31, 1893) was the founder of
the University of Notre Dame in Indiana (then a very remote place) and of St.
Edward's University in Austin, Texas.

• He studied theology in Le Mans and became interested in missionary work
after hearing Simon Bruté, the bishop of Vicennes in Indiana, who returned to
France to recruit missionaries. In 1841, he joined a mission to America. Upon
arriving, Sorin knelt and kissed the ground to show his acceptance of his new
country.

• In Indiana, Sorin and his fellow missionaries settled in a small log chapel built
years earlier by Father Theodore Badin. There, at Notre Dame du Lac, as
Father Sorin named it, they quickly worked to establish a collège, which later
became Notre Dame University.

• The first end-of-year celebration at Notre Dame in 1845 began with a reading
of the Declaration of Independence. Sorin became an American citizen in 1850
and was soon appointed as the local postmaster and superintendent of roads.
One of the first buildings on the Notre Dame campus, Washington Hall, was
named after the first U.S. president instead of a Catholic saint. During the Civil
War, he allowed several priests and eighty sisters to serve as chaplains and
nurses, even though their absence impacted the university. His strong
"Americanism" and "patriotism" were praised by John Ireland.

• In July 1868, Father Sorin was elected Superior General of the Congregation
of Holy Cross. In this role, he helped expand Holy Cross in America, including
starting a successful Catholic college in Austin, Texas (St. Edward’s).

• Until his death in 1893, Sorin crossed the Atlantic no less than 50 times to
bring recruits to America.

• In recognition of his contributions to education, the French Government
awarded him the insignia of Officer of Public Instruction in 1888.

Statue, Edouard Sorin, Founder of University of Notre Dame
Marker “Old College”
Old College, Notre Dame, IN 46556
GPS: 41.701783, -86.242250

• Inscription:
Pedestal:
“D.O.M. / Hoc in memoriam / Eduardi Sorin / Sup. Gen. C.S.C. / Nostrae Dominae
Universitatis / Fundatoris / Qui apostolicis Virtutibus Clarus / Catholicae Americanae /
Educationis Studiosissimus / VIII ID. Feb. A.D. MDCCCXIV Natus / A.LXXVIII.M.X.VIXIT. /
Discipuli, Alumni, Amici, Venerationis, Gratitudinis / Pignus Posuere / AN.SAL.REP.
MCMV.” In Latin, it translates to “To God, Greatest and Best. In Memory of Edward Sorin,
Superior General of the Congregation of the Holy Cross, Founder of the University of
Notre Dame, who, renowned for apostolic virtues, most zealous for American Catholic
Education, born February 6, 1814, lived for 78 years and ten months, students, alumni,
and friends have erected this pledge of their respect and gratitude in the year of salvation
regained 1905.”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX_76KVcqR_Q8LIJT1K4TTkGaRJGOvJbrboJJbg88-AepHpylIyVIvEAA8iGOdKEz9SdDxqKY-4_Bmg-0ThXoLVvQwRcVofdvvXyh4baVPuMNcvRM_zoNhjQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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regained 1905.”
Marker:
“This Building” - “The cradle of the University of Notre Dame was built by Father Sorin in
1843. Originally intended for a community house it served for two years as a temporary
college. From 1845-1854 it was the residence of Sisters of the Holy Cross. Subsequently
used as a college bakery. It became in 1880 the home of the lay Brothers in charge of the
university farm. Finally, after a thorough renovation, it was formally opened, March 19,
1906, as a house of studies for the Teaching Brothers of the Holy Cross. And in 1912 it
became the headquarters of the Holy Cross Mission Band”.

Louis Amadeus Rappe
First bishop of the new Diocese of Cleveland

Above:
Left: Statue of Bishop Rappe outside of St. John's Cathedral, Cleveland, By Hamaxides - Own work, CC
BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=64711614
Middle: Louis Amadeus Rappe First Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, By Michael W.
Carr - University of California California Digital Library: A history of Catholicity in northern Ohio and the
diocese of Cleveland from 1749 to December 31, 1900, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=28007062
Right: St. John's Cathedral, Cleveland, By OCLS Central Michigan University - Flickr: Cleveland, CC BY
2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12430661

• Louis Amadeus Rappe (February 2, 1801 – September 8, 1877) was a
French-born prelate of the Roman Catholic Church. He served as the first
bishop of the new Diocese of Cleveland in Ohio from 1847 to 1870.
• He was born in Audrehem, Pas-de-Calais, and attended the Seminary in
Arras. After being a priest for a few years, he received an invitation to emigrate
to Cincinnati to serve as a priest there. Having no knowledge of English, he
was sent to a special school in Chillicothe, OH. for 6 months.
• On April 23, 1847, Rappe was appointed the first bishop of the newly created
Diocese of Cleveland by Pope Pius IX. He laid the cornerstone of St. John's
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Diocese of Cleveland by Pope Pius IX. He laid the cornerstone of St. John's
Cathedral on October 22, 1848.
• In 1865, Rappe established St. Vincent Charity Hospital, the first public
hospital in Cleveland. He brought in the Good Shepherd Sisters (1869),
the Little Sisters of the Poor (1870), the Friars Minor (1867) and
the Jesuits (1869), and organized the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine as a
new congregation
• Upon retirement, Bishop Rappe left the diocese with more than 100,000
Catholics, 107 priests, 160 churches, and 90 schools.
• He died at St. Albans, Vermont on September 8, 1877, at the age of 76 and
was buried in St. John's Cathedral in Cleveland

• The statue honoring Rt. Rev. Amadeus Rappe, has been relocated in 2012to
a new position in front of St. John Cathedral The life-size statue was created
by Luella Varney Serrao. Originally unveiled in November 1902 to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Cathedral, which Bishop Rappe dedicated in 1852,
the bronze statue had remained in storage for several years after the
demolition of the Catholic Center and its courtyard, where it was previously
displayed. In 1902, a dedication ceremony took place with 10,000 people
honoring the missionary leader from Northeast Ohio.

Statue, Louis Amadeus Rappe, First bishop of Cleveland
Outside of St. John's Cathedral, Cleveland, 943 Superior Ave, Cleveland, OH 44114
GPS: 41.502730, -81.688166

• Inscription at the base:
"Rt. Rev. Amadeus Rappe D.D.,

First Bishop of Cleveland, 1847 - 1870,
Born Feb 2, 1801 - Died Sept 7, 1877"

Anne-Thérèse Guérin 
(Saint Theodora)

Founder of Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods

Above:
Left: Sculpture of Saint Mother Théodore Guérin, Basilica of National Shrine, Washington DC.
Sculptor Theresa Clark was asked to make the statue of Guérin. Although she was not religious, the story
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Sculptor Theresa Clark was asked to make the statue of Guérin. Although she was not religious, the story
of Guérin touched her deeply, and in 2006, at the age of 50, Clark became a Catholic.
Fair use, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30201548
Middle: The only known image of Saint Mother Théodore Guerin, this daguerreotype image was taken in
1853 when she was 54 years old. By Archives of the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods,
Indiana. Fair use, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=27499722
Right: The Shrine Of Saint Mother Theodore Guerin, Sisters of Providence, 1 Sisters of Providence
Road, St Mary-Of-The-Woods, IN 47876
https://fromthedeaconsdesk.wordpress.com/2022/10/03/memorial-of-st-theodore-guerin/

• Anne-Thérèse Guérin, born in Étables-sur-Mer in Brittany, France on 2
October 1798 – 14 May 1856), a daughter of a French Navy officer, was
canonized by Pope Benedict XVI in 2006 as Saint Theodora. She was the
founder of  Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, a
Catholic sisters congregation.

Marker, “Saint Theodora Guerin - Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College”
College Rd 10, West Terre Haute, Saint Mary of the Woods, IN 47876
GPS: 39.508767, -87.460833

• Inscription:
Side one:
"Born Anne-Thérèse Guérin in 1798 in France. In 1823, she entered the Catholic
congregation Sisters of Providence of Ruillé; received the name Sister St. Theodore.
Noted for her teaching, she led a mission from France to establish schools and
orphanages in the Indiana wilderness; arrived here fall 1840 and established the Sisters of
Providence in U.S."
Side two:
"Guérin opened a female academy in July 1841, the predecessor of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College. Initially, she and the sisters endured anti-Catholic sentiments and harsh
frontier conditions. At her death in 1856, she had directed the opening of 11 schools in 9
Indiana towns. Pope Benedict XVI canonized her in 2006, naming her Saint Theodora
Guérin.”
“Erected 2009 by Indiana Historical Bureau and Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods.”

Legacy:
• Guérin is the patron saint of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.
• A statue of Guérin, created by artist Teresa Clark, was installed in Mary's
Garden at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, D.C., and dedicated on 10 May 2008.

Henry Damian Juncker
First bishop of the Diocese of Alton in Illinois
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Above:
Left: Saint John Catholic Church, Maria Stein OH, site of first mass in 1836 By Nyttend - Own work,
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8380652
Middle: Bishop Henry Damian Juncker, Photo added by Br. Mark Kopejtka OSBCn on 01 Nov 2019,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/154372989/henry-damian-juncker#view-photo=194958130
Right: Holy Cross Church, Columbus, OH, By Nheyob - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=95089703

• Henry Damian Juncker (August 22, 1809 – October 2, 1868) was born in
Fénétrange, Moselle, France, and studied at the nearby Seminary of Pont-à-
Mousson. He was the first bishop of the Diocese of Alton in Illinois, serving
from 1857 until his death in 1868.
He quickly understood that the new diocese required more priests, so in 1857,
he went to Europe to find priests from France, Germany, Ireland, and Italy for
his diocese.
• While in Red Bud, Juncker listened to confessions from 1,000 Catholics and
got a land donation from a Protestant businessman for a new church.He was
indefatigable. During a visit in Red Bud in Illinois, Juncker listened to
confessions from 1,000 Catholics and even got a land donation from a
Protestant businessman for a new church.
• When the American Civil War began in 1861, Juncker urged his church
members to pray for peace. When the Union Army set up a medical camp for
injured soldiers in Cairo, Illinois, he sent priests and nuns to help out.
• Juncker completed the first cathedral in the diocese in 1859, and founded two
men's colleges, six girls' academies, a seminary, two hospitals, and one
orphanage during his 11-year tenure!

Marker, Saint John Catholic Church, 
8523 Route 119, Maria Stein OH 45860
GPS: 40.407817, -84.473400

• Inscription:
"In commemoration of its 150 years of existence. First Catholic Parish in present day
Mercer County. First mass celebrated June 24, 1836 by Father Henry Damian Juncker.
Erected 1986 by Fr. John Behen."

• Immaculate Conception Church is located in Monroe County, approximately
15 highway miles south of downtown Saint Louis, Missouri, which was called
"The Rome of the West".
This church is named after the Blessed Virgin Mary, specifically as the
Immaculate Conception. In the 17th century, Father Jacques Marquette, S.J.,
explored this region with Louis Joliet and dedicated his missionary efforts to
the Virgin under this title. He also named the nearby river, now known as the
Mississippi, the Immaculate Conception River.

Marker, «Immaculate Conception Church”
340 S Main St, Columbia, IL 62236
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340 S Main St, Columbia, IL 62236
GPS: 38.441467, -90.195883

• Inscription:
“Immaculate Conception Church was built in 1866 on land purchased for $600 from Henry
Schumacher in 1863. The church was dedicated December 12, 1867 by Bishop Juncker. "

• Several other historical markers in Ohio and Illinois mention the role of Henry
Damian Juncker in the construction of churches or formation of congregations.
They can be found in the work "Memories of France" published by our
Society. One particular site, however, doesn't mention his name, it is the Holy
Cross Church in Columbus, OH (pictured above), listed on. tehNational
Register of Historic Places. It was over twenty years after Columbus became
the state capital in 1816 before the people had their own Catholic church.
Once the church was established on South Fifth Street, it remained there.After
he was ordained, Juncker went to Columbus, Ohio to manage the construction
of St. Remigius Church which was dedicated on April 29, 1838. Father Juncker
asked to change the parish's name to “Holy Cross.” The current building was
named Holy Cross Church and was finished in 1848 right when Irish
immigrants started coming to Columbus to flee the Great Famine.

Lucien Galtier
First Roman Catholic priest who served in Minnesota

"Father of St Paul, MN"

Above:
Left: Rev. Lucien Galtier, by J. Fletcher Williams - Collections of the Minnesota Historical Society,
published in 1876, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5794419
Right: The first, log cabin cathedral, (see further below the photo today's St Paul Cathedral in the entry
for Bishop Joseph Crétin) by Unknown author - https://cathedralheritagefoundation.org/news/roots-of-
cathedral-parish-city-of-st-paul-trace-back-175-years/, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=155048784

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXN9n5Rn0guHQYx3kzcPCXU6OMyKUnUc-b9rRjbqIOseUvAQx2eRAY6y5NWx4Hp4e31MD0uaOHI5oXi4_tXX4WEueMaAiXnFLN-jCej5wlWRs=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzi-RXbI_HXikKCF2H01MA-5QmHHRr-ne62ajJiTLlWPhL7rfCRG0Sdck9LFFBnNXTRfg1j8IVyUoBKC70y_cT49h39Fj4kHBqPrOEWFKPgQucS5t4go3HF6iYP5g-x8bcaMpQK4R0Vyj0I8u1WPOXzYzElCFYCxmYf7PL7r_zNd_N6thC_hkP5dh_ErMD_F3fjzot3hWJkuhliFke0Isrx1bm1n-YNQUW4gaGJnbW5TAz_WpbFkla0DcYZ6GdbsuGfcZ6ZHCDxBSJkE-6CBLPj8sGkNpn1abNf4Gro-6y_MpRCEUEN2MvYEMg1n16EaPVBYoCwcIg9I8xuSRIvWVWrSdIfCZB0wDT-Fb6JL_V3eGgo33hL5AJc3qJCFrcFjrMS5CECJ8TGcApGh2qMtbvuT8yQV9YPJBSM5dWHVZ1xkvmvN1CZ6cLBWT-0ndDpaGXcjO7iSDFj9dxNkDCOD2jMYsP2SFMlXz267zUpTskqYgrsCS_JJiCB8uZTKcL7Dy72po6WBaEPl99cU1yRFYbPMoDx7E9BUFKNn-ibwbsuDLbwO8mQiyw-0=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXvTWETFijiUi2_bpZdCAu9levUErPx2-crFeKLM66-fEp-lZOS-8MYzupXxHZLVIIw9xnYOw0-GZTwSRPGMAcLT4DZaeBWhCZBoImhIm1wlaPDxfSuXrVyw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXO4uCk0zuRwSsdBuWpedYcZ8W9VbWzLBHoVMG0Gev_7Wwp9i26_17HDnH7zZ8LlUFJlNrIxlN8V2IlY0-KR2MunxLbm5RT9MAtP0kD7hFUyc0IQE61_mBAMfYzAgQFrNZv42yui9FgYQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXbp9ASK0Owj0ST4ZeGN04kXQgxej7_gd20xO71CRiAz4Siqknt2T5-7uIAWsiA4SO-DxM8HnlyFAgsSJmNS0mX9aMg7y9tjBsnJTjJIW-1FCfsOK94kbQBwk8FEEMWc9-oLfByq8ObQc=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• Lucien Galtier (c. 1812 – February 21, 1866) was the first Roman
Catholic priest who served in Minnesota. He was born in Saint-Affrique in the
Southeast department of Aveyron. He built the church of St Peter, the oldest
catholic church in Minnesota. Galtier discovered that many of the Indians in the
area were good singers, so he taught them to sing several songs that had
been translated into the Sioux language. Galtier also conducted many
missionary trips in Wisconsin.

Marker, “The Reverend Lucien Galtier”, Father of Saint Paul”
62 W Kellogg Blvd, St Paul, MN 55101
GPS: 44.945183, -93.089300

• Inscription:
"In the year 1841

The Reverend Lucien Galtier
erected near this site

the Chapel of Saint Paul
from which this city
derived its name"

• “In 1841 and in the month of October I caused some logs to be cut, prepared
and put up and soon after a poor church of logs and fitted so as to remind one
of the Stable of Bethlehem was built. Now the nucleus of Saint Paul was
formed. This church thus remained dedicated to Saint Paul and I expressed
the wish to call the place by no other name.”
Extract from a letter written by Father Lucien Galtier in 1864"

Joseph Crétin
First Bishop of St Paul, Minnesota

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXjXggBiODw58HGinpYIUI7H_wef92xrAsxlLH3fGoPJyRml4z9dXgmE0B1t_2DAQuAvgCVQKOLb9Om60wt-ZkkZivg-XrH7H6GOSt-kW8-jU=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXVBOLqPmvr3G6Wh4rBO7oW3PU0tpst8exs0p2w1fAz3jID6sVbVMX3xfbm-HAo5ku9URvO1wYHDNlKwVSQeWzkVJfIZ2eDsk5v6OD4u9gBi7AOjpvkq-1n9FWCzkQlINX&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXVBOLqPmvr3G6Wh4rBO7oW3PU0tpst8exs0p2w1fAz3jID6sVbVMX3xfbm-HAo5ku9URvO1wYHDNlKwVSQeWzkVJfIZ2eDsk5v6OD4u9gBi7AOjpvkq-1n9FWCzkQlINX&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Top Left: : Bishop Joseph Crétin circa 1850, By unattributed - Minnesota Historical Society; Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11475724
Top Middle : The second cathedral, By Unknown author - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=155048909
Top Right: The third cathedral (1858-1914), By Unknown author - https://cathedralsaintpaul.org/history,
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=155048908
Bottom Left: Baldachin and altar of the cathedral, By CMitch - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=62337211
Bottom Right: Saint Paul Cathedral, St Paul, Minnesota, National Shrine, By McGhiever - Own work, CC
BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21499788

• Joseph Crétin (December 19, 1799 – February 22, 1857) was the first
Roman Catholic Bishop of Saint Paul, Minnesota. Several places, including
Cretin Avenue in St. Paul, Cretin-Derham Hall High School, and Cretin Hall at
the University of St. Thomas, are named after him.

• He was born in Montluel, Ain, France, on December 19, 1799, and studied at
the seminary of Saint-Sulpice in Paris. His friend, Bishop Mathias Loras, the
first bishop of Dubuque, Iowa, came to France in 1838 to find priests for his
large diocese. He convinced Crétin to move to America instead of going to
China, which Crétin had considered.

• Upon arriving in Dubuque on April 18, 1839, he was quickly made vicar-
general of the new diocese. For over eleven years, he served as a priest in this
area, spending time in Dubuque, Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, and with the
Winnebago Indians near Fort Atkinson in Winneshiek County, Iowa. In 1850,
when St. Paul, Minnesota, became the center of a new diocese, Crétin was
appointed its first bishop.

• He first appeared in the log chapel of St. Paul, which was his initial cathedral,
and he gave his first episcopal blessing to his congregation. Within five
months, a large brick building was built to function as a school, a residence,
and a second cathedral. Another building started in 1855 was completed after
his passing and served as the cathedral of St. Paul until the current Cathedral

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXVBOLqPmvr3G6Wh4rBO7oW3PU0tpst8exs0p2w1fAz3jID6sVbVMX3xfbm-HAo5ku9URvO1wYHDNlKwVSQeWzkVJfIZ2eDsk5v6OD4u9gBi7AOjpvkq-1n9FWCzkQlINX&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXAQXUD3eplpKYl3pO1KBjYl8YJYGXIUR_iv90OxP3SNbpt0aHesgnQeqdtDxrC7P_m-AwKCSrv05PjIwVhmYoOv3AFgy_rpkY_srskBk85IY3Wwnebpcp5b-i0VHPGGmf6fFME7pBdNs=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXaNAUEslVoMPT-Gczks1SFlrFvYBrWlqp6M5VJVEoftByOKRAEPLp_YK5joDiW7MEuttXo1OyNO3R_fIgSFWaNlNmdzLfPLs4tCKIHNXLhq4bVnRIdDDeBhC4MQLcJ5dumDsPP4J1KYM=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXwFJhUZihOpyW2VH4YzulrgclmJVD6_y3JrQdaV0Cwe4c28CdYBfRZHNH4w2r3cqFC8z_xL1D6JVeCuyrMzUnUrOr7cVXyItIY9wV4Bj52LiJuG2aVocThSm-Fb0FSGw0bi756I-OzXo=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXbhg7UPRb6v4MmXU6T_4-rQ4hlNfYSxgcsPEoa0ozvWkXiwQ4lBvW3XR4vsVDDZhoJqxlW1qeCuHRe9Rag2O2ZlsFjYbCTF0A-uhHKC8p1MY9zUjocAQ0KlR6tW85n7k1YMgsK-ZYZQs=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX6lVlAKVh1b1j9qlqP-PlDindLPtxpuza5gwk5047UWcNcGI07_nRwEP1Ye-spN79HAubRkQMCQFz_GcWly4VHG0ihsVYEYbysI6NecPsFo_rPUH-p_6damgtQs82nAxOjWyh1h6CCBY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


his passing and served as the cathedral of St. Paul until the current Cathedral
was finished in 1915.

• He looked ahead and worked to grow his diocese by bringing Catholic
immigrants from Europe to the rich lands of Minnesota. At the same time, he
continued to focus on his ministerial and pastoral duties. Crétin passed away in
St. Paul, Minnesota, on February 22, 1857. Bishop Crétin is still remembered
and veneered to this day.

Marker, “St Joseph’s Academy”
355 Marshall Avenue, Saint Paul MN 55102
GPS: 44.948317, -93.115433

• Inscription:
"St. Joseph's Academy, the oldest Catholic educational institution in Minnesota, was
founded in 1851 by four Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, two hundred years after the
order's founding in Le Puy, France. Leaving the mother house in St. Louis at the invitation
of Bishop Joseph Cretin, the nuns believed they were to start an Indian mission; instead;
they established a school dedicated to their patron saint. The first classes were held in the
vestry of Father Lucien Galtier's log chapel of St. Paul from which the city took its name.
A year later the school was moved into a two-story brick building; in 1859, requiring larger
quarters, it was relocated on the present site of St. Joseph's Hospital.
By 1863 the academy was moved to this location. The original structure (the southwest
section of this complex) is thought to be the oldest remaining Catholic schoolhouse in the
state. Built of yellow limestone from local quarries, its style may be classified as
"Italianate." There have been four additions to the original academy which was chiefly a
boarding school until about 1870 when the growth of the city improved transportation
facilities.
Today the institution is a day high school for girls.
Erected 1966 by the City Planning Board of St. Paul."

Other French Priests in the Frontier
Father Louis Navarron
Mgr Augustin Ravoux

Father François Joseph Rudolf
Bishop Célestin Guynemer de la Hailandière

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzj_Hf23YKWwYl9b3mBZnF_IiDgCvAGMppc3DRLjkruyv1rDjRH5D_n44F1ZZv1FGCo8rlHmWHOciJjg_lENb9GB5DM0y7DO3FSDivdiKry2e3gbeiTSZKdA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXkBUAyR-7cWthjVpepRMAPyAa5eonu8XX_fXIJQ56MGDvMUty4vDU92BKFanc4x07vEzIIF36XELQ9tIMRLf5HOFjzY2d2dNQsHnzPdnDVTJtz2HBIgNAe5Wcq9cXV3ZwPftmeT-3nVOtLj2cdTF-LJmamUucpVLAK5kenPS_1B0S7MIP6fF2Tg==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Left: Stain glass window, St Rémy Catholic Church, The Village of Russia, OH.(no photo
of Father Navarron could be found) https://www.stremychurch.com/History
Middle Left: Augustin Ravoux, a French Jesuit Missionary to the Eastern Dakota in the
years of the Minnesota Territory. By Charles Alfred Zimmerman (1844-1909) - Minnesota
Historical Society: Visual Resources Database, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11240056
Middle Right: Father Rudolph, founder of the "Village of Spires."
By Artist Johann Schmitt (1825-1898), located at the Convent of the Sisters of Saint
Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana, Photo added by Patrizia, 24 Feb 2014,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/120399785/francis-joseph-rudolf#view-
photo=96966450
Right: Bishop De La Hailandière. Photo by Unknown author - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30624018

In 1833, the Diocese of Cincinnati covered all of Ohio. Bishop Fenwick tried to serve
the French and Native American Catholics who lived 500 miles north of Cincinnati.
However, Catholics were spread out across the state and rarely saw a priest. During
the 19th Century, missionary work meant that priests had to travel a lot from one
town to another.

• Father Navarron was born in France in 1807. He was recruited – along with
seven other priests – by Bishop John Purcell to serve the Diocese of Cincinnati in
1831.
• Father Navarron went to Mercer and Auglaize counties where Germans and
French immigrants settled. He ministered at St. Albert, St. Remy and Holy Family.
He traveled in every direction to bring the sacraments to Catholics.
• When the Congregation of the Precious Blood arrived in these northern counties in
1844, Father Navarron moved to Clermont County, serving as pastor of St.
Philomena, Stonelick, from 1851-1880.

Marker, "St. Denis Parish - St. Valbert Cemetery
Old St. Valbert Parish"
9265 Long Road, Versailles OH 45380
GPS: 40.234083, -84.407867

• Inscription:
"On this site in 1839, on 1 ½ aces, kindly donated by Nickolas Marchal, a log church 32 ft.
x 40 ft. x 18 ft. high was built by he and his sons. It was to be called St. Valbert Parish.
It was the first Catholic Church in this area and directly served an area 8 miles by 10
miles.
For St. Valbert, Rev. Louis Navarron was recruited in Clermont France by Archbishop
John Purcell of Cincinnati. He was to be the bishop’s delegate from 1838 to 1848. A
zealous missionary, both fearless and eager, he served a territory from Greenville to Lima,
Ohio.
In 1864, to be more centrally located, the parish ourchased the Baptist Church in
Jacksonville - later to be named Versailles as the predominant nationality of the area was
French. At that time also, the parish was re-named St. Denis in honor of the patron saint
of all of France.
The site was retained as it was already a Catholic Cemetery, for St. Denis and the name
unchanged for posterity reasons. This was given by a giving parishioner to preserve the
heritage of the general area in 2012.
Erected 2012."

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXkBUAyR-7cWthjVpepRMAPyAa5eonu8XX_fXIJQ56MGDvMUty4vDU92BKFanc4x07vEzIIF36XELQ9tIMRLf5HOFjzY2d2dNQsHnzPdnDVTJtz2HBIgNAe5Wcq9cXV3ZwPftmeT-3nVOtLj2cdTF-LJmamUucpVLAK5kenPS_1B0S7MIP6fF2Tg==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXkz--RtY4N9bS9enIFp5o2YCvhK63lKV-WWDdEBhOvCFd70fN2Q9SC-yWX7QMTieXgeLj5llubLsj9E2ID9AZeT-910v5Yaluszh1ydyTWvE=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXP_LU1ZbIKGYAEQRvONRCW3LwUq1My4DEh0zGeCEOQLfTsybBIu1U8VJvkiG9KBV5ZWSBPlBMR--wpXuuvOfGmgS15B5A59tqgTS_V5IGovNvL5AVHyye64R2Xjd3Awj8TvlB61aZy9E=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXaXsjPKYNw58XpirelT_9scOMpeO1eoa9fd4MqEusbBw7a0LJE3XkmcDItietvbag_6zEUhj_EpR5JuXFr0vpFJfBbB96D2_IMn2lrtKBV0YJusYJ_U9TMJT5reBnkNTw_RAFePA04bVhBSXhvF6KJqSTGT4f4wMbJk2s8wTf4nsOyRzElfzoVw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXvTJp3A3-Zz2xi1OKsbLqNZc62Zn5y4XE_vYQ4d3M4kMhxLqOSeuIDkXlaeteRN65L1daTLzjN-vprOkOJZdk9IgYV8ku7njv97V96Fusvm0CjC9XkLupe5SenIHkL6dTLgiNECsSu1E=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXaVbTK0QGGMMbslofdjKATU9L1BUUpjpLP1avthXRrFbgQZ-3P1dqrawbEd0BYodVR_-IJD5b6xycCJblnkDMprU_5k3Ip00O40ojdNjANBI=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Marker, St Rémy Catholic Church
109 East Main Street, Russia OH 45363
GPS: 40.234083, -84.407867

• Inscription:
"Saint Remy Catholic Church. In 1839, Bishop John Baptist Purcell recruited European
priests to minister to his Ohio flock. Father Louis Navarron, a young French missionary,
was appointed to the French Catholic population of Darke and Shelby Counties in the area
now marked by the villages of Russia, Versailles, and Frenchtown. St. Valbert, a centrally-
located log church, was dedicated in December 1840 by Bishop Purcell to serve the
region. In Russia, a log chapel was dedicated on Jean Jacques DeBrosse’s farm in 1846.
Parish boundary lines were established in 1850, Precious Blood priests arrived, and a new
church was dedicated to Saint Remigius in August 1852. As the congregation grew, so did
the church buildings. The current Saint Remy Catholic Church, built between 1891-1892,
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979.
The Village of Russia. The Village of Russia (pronounced ROO-she) began with the
arrival of French Catholic immigrants from the region of France previously known as
Alsace-Lorraine. Local lore attributes the name to early residents noting similarities in the
area’s winter landscape to that of European Russia. Lewis Phillip purchased the land and
sold plots where the village was later platted. In 1853, he built a house and established a
store. Other businesses followed, including dry goods stores, a blacksmith shop, a
sawmill, and grain elevators. A post office was established in September 1860 and
Arsaine Pigney served as the first postmaster. The 1870 Federal Census was the first to
officially reference “Russia.” Incorporated with the State of Ohio in 1967, the Village of
Russia’s first mayor, Leo Herman Francis, was sworn in on June 12, 1968.
Erected 2023 by Village of Russia; Ohio History Connection. (Marker Number 7-75.)"

• Augustin Ravoux (January 11, 1815 – January 17, 1906) was a
French Jesuit priest born in Langeac, Auvergne, who served in the area
preceding Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis,
in Minnesota.
• He left to America at 22 in 1837 after being ordained in Puy-en-Velay. He was
sent as a missionary in Minnesota. He studied the Dakota language with Louis
Provencal, a Frenchman who had been trading in the area for forty-five years.
• He authored Wakantanka ti ki Chanku (“The Path to the House of God”),
a prayer book intended to explore the beautiful vocal abilities of the Dakota. 

Marker, “History of Saint Paul”, Minneapolis, MN
Mgr Augustin Ravoux
62 W Kellogg Blvd, St Paul, MN 55101
GPS: 44.944867, -93.090133

• Inscription (excerpts):
“In 1841, Father Lucien Galtier traveled to our city, which was little more than a landing
called Pig’s Eye. He built a chapel here and called it Saint Paul. Thus our city was formed
and named.
[…] In October, 1841, eight men gathered here with their axes to build our city’s first
chapel: Pierre & Charles Bottineau, two men named Pierre Gervais, Vital Guerin, Isaac &
Joseph Labissonniere and Francois Morin.
[…] After the bell from the sunken steamboat Argo was salvaged in 1847, the Honorable
Henry M. Rice presented it to Father Augustine Ravoux, who had it placed here in a
belfry beside the chapel.”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXZ4vg6l5EN3q8_HCd4Yb_ldH5e5_onlNldNwuFNhuqHRQk4fAVUt6AuDBhCnf9SWcs8xpzZ47wsBUz9WMmRXFv1QX6ejVMYXBLAGG1aF9QhU=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXNQb6C3VuiSPumhOgZ4SxMPNIDviVFgL6F3vX5tNAxjoirjTZXft9NFFxZ_rVWn3Y1ZKYQkDuoXbSNBlItTGcPESEtrJCF9KilBepilz6V7Y=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• François Joseph Rudolf was born on 23rd April 1813 in Battenheim, Dept
du Haut-Rhin, Alsace. At the age of 18, he left to study theology at the Grand
Séminaire in Strasbourg during six years, and was ordained in 1839. In 1841,
Reverend Father Julian Benoit, the second pastor of St. Augustine's Church in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, went to Europe to seek donations and brought back with
him Fr. Rudolf to serve as an assistant. In 1844 he was sent to Oldenburg, a
village also known as the "Village of the Spires" due to the church he
constructed. He also served as the spiritual leader for the surrounding
communities.

Marker, “Father Franz Joseph Rudolf” (sic)
3027 Pearl St, Oldenburg, IN 47036
GPS: 39.340383, -85.203817

• Inscription:
“Born in Battenheim, Alsace,

April 23, 1813
"Founder of Village of Spires"

Appointed Pastor 1844
Built Stone Church 1845 – Present Church 1862
Founded Convent of Sisters of St. Francis 1851

Served as Civic Leader and
Missionary in Area

Buried June 1, 1866 Below
Church Sanctuary

Erected 1968 by Holy Family Parish.”

• Célestin René Laurent Guynemer de la Hailandière (May 3, 1798 in
Combourg – May 1, 1882) was a French prelate of the Roman Catholic
Church. He served as Bishop of Vincennes (now the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis) from 1839 to 1847. He is best known for donating the land for the
establishment of the University of Notre Dame.
• He died at the family estate at Triandin, near Combourg on May 1, 1882, 35
years after his return to France. At his request, his remains were returned to
the United States in November 1882 and were transferred to and buried in
the Old Cathedral of Vincennes.

Marker, “St. Rose Chapel Built in 1847”
205 Church Street, Vincennes IN 47591
GPS: 38.678683, -87.534683

• Inscription:
“By Bishop De La Hailandiere, second Bishop of Vincennes, to serve seminary students,
and later, orphans and school students of the Catholic Institutions of Vincennes. The
chapel was part of the original St. Rose Academy operated by the sisters of providence
1848 - 1876.
Erected 1983 by Cathedral Mens Club, through the generosity of parishioners of the Old
Cathedral.“

Pierre-Jean Mathias Loras
First Bishop of Dubuque, Iowa

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX6U-HUasQAjWsvC7AXRc3_fJJfwBFDEVZ6z09PKiKjmjNjDqOyGqtpRkR55o0j6Ywh3oRj-BC3ouUjPmSwlf8PKKfxHEyWP6f2MNGKmA4vOc=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXH63dVodqEQgvQxj8W2jIol9elBLPemS7g8RwDVIqfg4i3w0aLmzmD9snYNNkwlQdLI1eOaATycvDmZU1363b3rAL5n6YBTt6ySFNCJYN3HY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


First Bishop of Dubuque, Iowa

Above:
Left: Bishop Mathias Loras removed from Loras College, which he founded... Photo:
https://www.telegraphherald.com/news/breaking/article_7b1023df-3e91-5991-ae15-6c629e4e6462.html
Middle: Portrait of Mathias Loras By Google - ouvrage: Memoirs of bishop Loras, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7691529
Right, St Raphael Cathedral, Dubuque, Iowa, Par Farragutful — Travail personnel, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=71737393

• Pierre-Jean-Mathias Loras (August 30, 1792 – February 19, 1858) was born
into a very religious family in Lyon, France, on August 30, 1792. During the
Reign of Terror, his father and 16 other relatives were executed by guillotine.
He studied at the Seminary in Lyon and was ordained priest in 1815.

• When Bishop-elect Michael Portier from the Diocese of Mobile (see below)
traveled to France to find priests for his diocese, he enrolled Loras who left for
Alabama on November 1, 1829, and arrived in New Orleans on Christmas Eve.
Loras became the vicar general for the Diocese of Mobile and was responsible
for training the seminarians who came with Portier to America. He was also
appointed rector of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Mobile,
serving in these roles for seven years while assisting Portier in recruiting
priests for the diocese. Loras was also the first president of Spring Hill College
in Mobile, Alabama, serving from 1830 to 1832.

• In 1839 he became the first Bishop of Dubuque, in what is now Iowa. In just
21 years of service, he transformed the initial three chapels and one priest into
around 60 churches, 47 chapels, and 9 religious communities that established
schools, largely thanks to the Sisters of Charity and the Brothers of Christian
Doctrine. He also set up 7 boarding schools and oversaw 48 ordinations for a
community of about 54,000 people. After significant effort, the first girls' school
was opened in 1843. He founded what is now called Loras College in
Dubuque.

Removal of his statue at Loras College:
• A student study revealed that he had bought a slave named Marie-Louise in
Alabama for $800. Since Iowa was an abolitionist state, he didn't bring her

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXQC9f44ZMOf10MLCbv_xF4_297XFIxql01c6_60rd7y-xNoOqLciGTldoFRvFJH20aaOupYwGa8sUqzBa2TPRarNaHXlH-RaKrissh5mnGf6R2Zx3r4YG6Q==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXFsepf70GeZXAJa6bs05i2sN4f2pezl84T3E3HTBzhM6gkfoc0bMqRxbYBanwHMLt2Od60PhWVrm1U-aRbDG185wRuPeT6bcrQSpPsz7K-Qj2CFCoezCiOX6jgjWtIBpLL0Cw-c0dvVCfn5OWkG76pRPUQ1JNwal1dPjJr02GXVMuuPkRjnZWt4gi0mlgnG4_&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXXlWAqXpj9BaJid2YSSWrbu64sw59WE19J_o2AkInzgQG8a2pqoM7OF5EHNJjFnvvaPFGSh6Im0WD5uSKtT1gB_gU751ALcvxFKa0wLCZkNNBibtcgy8ZQMQdtElqXcuGy1SLCFlubWQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXaa1Q44DGbyqmHMhxF9hLOaST4D06Pgr8RiKZmY_pblqKy96k7trkeu9KuAeQ7EQiid5fg0ODlLbQOQ8YRi64nSE6eyDzGiFhSi48f5ari8oNTzXhzUmbaTBRHuQnj_P1O41afcDyfIo=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Alabama for $800. Since Iowa was an abolitionist state, he didn't bring her
there, but he also didn't set her free; instead, he chose to rent her out. When
Marie-Louise proved difficult to manage, Loras decided to sell her for $500...
• After learning this, Loras College officials decided in March 2020 to take
down the statue, put it in storage, and establish two scholarships: one in Marie-
Louise's name and another for Norman Dukette, the first black graduate of the
university.
• Rev. Loras C. Otting, who used to work as an archivist for the Archdiocese of
Dubuque and edited a book of letters to Bishop Loras, expressed surprise at
some of the details shared by college officials.
Otting's own research revealed that Loras bought a married couple as slaves
while living in Alabama but left them with a friend when he moved to the
Midwest. He requested that the friend look after the couple well.
• "We know that people will disagree with the decision, and lots of people will
have different opinions about what should or shouldn't be done, but over some
period of time, we will review and receive all of that information and have
another conversation," ... "There is no plan to change the college’s name
because “the educational experience beloved by our alumni, students and
faculty is not defined by the man,”Loras College President Collins.

• According to local lore, the statue of the bishop was keeping Dubuque safe
from tornadoes. Time will tell... Maybe someday the statue will be back.

Louisiana, Alabama, Florida

Louis Guillaume Valentin DuBourg
"Bishop of Louisiana and the Two Floridas"
Builder of the Basilica of St Louis, Missouri

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXOK619WGiJhAFtUe0UvVyqepHjuI00zyDOEHXHfZKGJBiRAlKs4QS20DKYueNR5mpklM278HXrPk7qcIRawYt6afna_tHXzMaOt_9CGGoE33uahzRmVk9Y-ro7UBRXbfyUAn4bQOiZIA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXOK619WGiJhAFtUe0UvVyqepHjuI00zyDOEHXHfZKGJBiRAlKs4QS20DKYueNR5mpklM278HXrPk7qcIRawYt6afna_tHXzMaOt_9CGGoE33uahzRmVk9Y-ro7UBRXbfyUAn4bQOiZIA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Top Left: "Mr. DuBourg's chapel" at St. Mary's College, By Acroterion - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17556821
Top Middle: Monseigneur DuBourg, By Unknown; John Gilmary Shea is the author of the book the
image appears in - From the 1890 book History of the Catholic church in the United States by John
Gilmary Shea. Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=24433698
Top Right: Early depiction of the Georgetown College campus, By James Alexander Simpson, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=88702353
Middle Left: DuBourg Hall at Saint Louis University, By en:User:Wilson Delgado - Own work, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=939752
Middle Right: Baltimore Cathedral, Photo by Basilica1, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3878518
Bottom Left: Saint Louis kneeling at the altar of the Crown of Thorns, a gift from King Louis XVIII to
Bishop Louis DuBourg, Old Cathedral of Saint Louis, Missouri,
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/258253359872512261/
Bottom Middle: Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France, the first cathedral west of the Mississippi, with
Gateway Arch. By Baylor98 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=38285844
Bottom Right: To the right of the main altar is a statue of Saint Louis IX, King of France (1215-1270),
patron of the Archdiocese, the City, and the Basilica. Old Cathedral of Saint Louis, Missouri,
https://oldcathedralstl.org/history

• Louis-Guillaume-Valentin Du Bourg, PSS (anglicized as Louis William
Valentine DuBourg) born in the French colony of Saint Domingue, 10 January
1766 – 12 December 1833). He built up the church in the vast new Louisiana
Territory as the Bishop of Louisiana and the Two Floridas 
Bishop DuBourg's arrival with French clerical and religious recruits in 1817
further solidified the French presence, along with the establishment of the first

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXOK619WGiJhAFtUe0UvVyqepHjuI00zyDOEHXHfZKGJBiRAlKs4QS20DKYueNR5mpklM278HXrPk7qcIRawYt6afna_tHXzMaOt_9CGGoE33uahzRmVk9Y-ro7UBRXbfyUAn4bQOiZIA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXGhbRYDoYdO8l0yyNATa0kzuaDBDJo7h39ELJsjXRvFb2NTel_WIHRT0P31i_w-18jAJmI8iCyKZPgSEWdGl4chKnjF7_P6xQR7Wq4VhzN_9o4l3KVD11t-Dh7ac9_tVA&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXPuUlusdE3Gk4HNBYkVMWJb_24hJZxWOpqumhgtJb1YgKsH8NQl_Y_Fqqc51v1_OLyLFnQRrdHI7Yc112_EjaNFVGAbjmOePqmO049SguuA8FkuGUZ4qKXbRxbIrrIJwEfIL_96YTjWk=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXBwxRzH9ADEmFiDW8X5CHhDxDMdMcLFeEAVDxtWzGl4xXc6Ab7nJ9mamxJXbgaY5utRYXDam7L4dnfi0GPF1fNg5DZT3nUVivAaPND3rqIq3kyJQpkScI_0iROuHsrk8znFkrmRiV6Ss=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX5VWUs18pqI9q5kZ2S15s2tdjrlXuW__ZiawGeQrjF2QLn2HG35HCBli1owlb-ILfKPIBNCt2JQ4S0fBJt3PRIA-vnNjd0qwLt_o7Ttvu9pCmofuUEeFiN32tS6ZdJi2ZtsJg6S4p_P8=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXIeQSA1lEb2zm87XBYmTY5PpVpcav9Od739qyteYxg0v36bkqOLw-Korl3ygLLMt3MZ3_nld_Oy0KIR0RkqO4vg7WFbkV-q2SqwNpP723gi316Lcxn5VpUGKpM7EJGOgpQz-_DEo54wM=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXgX440SHOFvOjQ4Lr-8DcKIxTzn0PAGzghfKVmlFUkUpaM6zv_QVdM3F3cwGX_8srJ0iPVshWXyyo2a6-JGKNg_KHsWBQBOV4FE_LgDGFlR6I24Y0a1JV9hmIBXOoYXkrKKmc7BtgRFM=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXzm1guoAojKfNPGDCHfrFABdw8_h-wXy2hl7xWfglpXpsfW-RriP0kTUdvrOZUa8KWMRwZUJtKFn4dCuahwRo667C9qRZdPWwSaHOvtsg4MN4tFm7rfty7gXni9OuvYzvUIARveJRUCU=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX0APL0t2UuE7fEw5NXqFNLb1ol_bhM-4WEEYHvf5xiBvzX4dDWRomFh4UWzqRbgHU7AyvNyYKHJqks0hbSuiKGM0oCZd2gHduHXh5o0nvntkIM-EhZ0im11BGPx4RTFuS&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX2HRFA_k-8fw9Vhk-YJ30voc352E7hOUeAMyGXGKi9ZKU9McsYo95deDgQZZDrbW6bDoAJFsIAjOrgoSIFKSUcAjfPAOszhXp_Iir-pyx6kbjjpiPblaR5Awcp0JxYQmCNEeCZYt2ISY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXztDnNdMXjIwR7sMkzd0rh_OomvkpoKnkRPPQj8s1JrSd223V2VOm6PsD8fNKoomZNSVoTt9vLNnu3kG64MtfFhUPbcNfdz-cKRSU7KmPRb4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


diocesan newspaper, "Le Propagateur Catholique."

• He was sent to study at the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, Paris, and was
ordained a priest in 1790, however the French Revolution soon took a radical
turn. On 15 August 1792, a Jacobin mob massacred four neighboring priests ,
and he fled to Spain, where he learned Spanish. He soon emigrated and he
landed in Baltimore in 1794.

• Remarkably, he learned English within a few months and was appointed
president of Georgetown University in Washington in 1795! An historian,
Curran, credited him as “transforming Georgetown from an "academy" into a
"college." He increased the number of professors, students, so much so that
George Washington visited Georgetown's campus in 1797.He greatly
enhanced the institution's quality but incurred a large debt, leading to his
removal by the Jesuit owners in 1798. DuBourg then established a lay college
similar to St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore. St. Mary's College quickly
expanded, surpassing Georgetown's enrollment.

• He also selected the site and played an important role in the construction
of Baltimore's first cathedral. He also established a congregation for the many
poor Black Baltimoreans

• With the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, a vast new territory became part of the
United States and new dioceses were created. In 1812, DuBourg became the
apostolic administrator of the Diocese of Louisiana and the Two Floridas.
Three years later, he was appointed bishop. In St. Louis, Missouri, he
constructed the first cathedral west of the Mississippi River and set up
missions for American Indians. He also established many churches and
schools, including St. Mary's of the Barrens Seminary and Saint Louis
University. Additionally, he brought in the Sisters of Loretto and the Sisters of
the Sacred Heart, led by Rose Philippine Duchesne, to create several
academies.

• In 1815, during the Battle of New Orleans, DuBourg urged Catholics to back
the Americans instead of the British. After the American win, on January 23,
1815, Major General Andrew Jackson came into the city and was led by
DuBourg to the St. Louis Cathedral, where a Te Deum hymn welcomed him.

• In 1826, he was appointed Bishop of Montauban in SW France. Just a few
months before he passed away in 1833, he took on the role of Archbishop of
Besançon near the Swiss border.

Legacy:
Many places are named after DuBourg. DuBourg Hall at Saint Louis University
was opened on January 10, 1898. Bishop DuBourg High School in St. Louis,
Missouri, started in 1950. https://www.bishopdubourg.org/about/db-history

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXG-bXfI-y1kxVFUeY1ugaJ_KXh201k-xhnXiQ4Ot0BtLoW4oxtuDBli74E3gfOW0k9c4etY28qLO-YJqYYvyUQTPI5is-T_lUCpEo91sumwn-rHUtmxmz4g==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Antoine Blanc
First Archbishop of New Orleans

Above:
Left: Old Ursulines Convent complex, built 1734, French Quarter, New Orleans. Exterior view within
complex walls on Chartres Street side. By Infrogmation of New Orleans
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10074405
Middle: Archbishop Antoine Blanc, By Archdiocese of New Orleans –
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=93057520
Right: Archbishop Antoine Blanc Memorial plaque, photo by Barry Swackhamer
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=51313

• Antoine Blanc was born on October 11, 1792, in Sury, near Sury-le-Comtal,
in the Rhône-et-Loire region. He passed away on June 20, 1860. He served as
the fifth Bishop and the first Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
New Orleans.

• Blanc studied at a local seminary and was ordained in 1816. On July 1, 1817,
he left Bordeaux with Louis William Valentine Dubourg, the Bishop of the
Diocese of Louisiana and the Two Floridas, who was in Europe to recruit
priests. They traveled on foot from Baltimore to Pittsburgh due to safety
concerns. From Pittsburgh, they took a flatboat to Louisville, Kentucky.

• Dubourg assigned Blanc to assist Benedict Joseph Flaget, the Bishop of the
Diocese of Bardstown, which covered much of Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan.

• By 1832, New Orleans had become the fourth-largest city in the United
States, following New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. In 1850, the Diocese of
New Orleans was elevated to an archdiocese, and Blanc became its first
archbishop.

• During his time as bishop, more new parishes were created in New Orleans
than at any other period.

Memorial, “Archbishop Antoine Blanc”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX-8AEF3Qu0etaVKh63Su_YYeQubgFxFX0Xzy4RGPWZGeeXD8UjncYhSJqWeT76MlZaYDkP3a13mHwf7Z8SOkMVd56MquqsE3ndL0DbwoUN52MfSjcWWXN9w==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzvRLEr0N7CbcOtQYYEWBaEl51i9ngIQ9wIb96cZh_3XQXXMEG_ESp-yRJ30_oQBv9JvmdHkRY2dAB4wpfqlmQgssqLZ4V1cjqjPug49z-bxY8y6uYnv-Mk81-vjp_E2pWuUSM93ZZf31kYSe40_tcKo=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX5rhzdb29kJxBcrRp_cdJrTGOoOrHaF2H6LIc155z_qAEKbmw0_xRyIzQl9CW8vEwIGp6vmHVQHlR6eJqho3NBPG6kory98aMYwj_7d_sY3QjaaxjjHNX5kNvrrWhSBczvLEjdHHIkys=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXiHG5ptrB9REv1IyV0ce3pBTagKG5wI0gjZzjBV5-mzoMtiUhwwtqj3OQ2-fIrq830lEJ68G-EnZssoFA_CBlX3yyTyyBW0U75RqYyDr_i5rxJ_gKxEB9DA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Memorial, “Archbishop Antoine Blanc”
1100 Chartres St, New Orleans, LA 70116
GPS: 29.960850, -90.060550

• Inscription (excerpts):
“This memorial is a complex of private property of the Catholic Church of New Orleans.
Located on the grounds are several buildings of which the most notable is the Old
Ursuline Convent – Archiepiscopal Residence erected by order of King Louis XV of
France in 1745. It is the oldest building of record in the entire Mississippi Valley. In
1824 the property was deeded by the Ursuline nuns to the Catholic bishops of New
Orleans, the main building to serve as their residence, administrative offices, and
archives. Today, it again serves as the archives of the archdiocese and as a center for
historical church-related research. The complex is dedicated to the memory of the most
reverend Antoine Blanc, first archbishop of New Orleans (1835-80), who resided here and
under whose administration the archdiocese experienced dramatic growth. Another edifice
of note is our Lady of Victory Catholic Church, erected in 1845 as the chapel of the
archbishops. [...]”
Erected 1981 by International Order of Alhambra Darro Caravan No. 29.”

Legacy and Achievements
Blanc played a key role in building institutions during the rapid expansion of
New Orleans and the surrounding states. This led to an increase in the number
of churches from 26 to 73 and the number of priests from 27 to 92. Under his
guidance, many schools, academies, colleges, convents, and asylums were
founded.
* The Archbishop Antoine Blanc Memorial at 1100 Chartres Street is named
after him and contains the archdiocese's archives.
* The Archbishop Antoine Blanc Assembly #2047 of the Knights of Columbus,
located in New Roads, LA, is also named in his honor.

Père Antoine Désiré Mégret
Founder of Abbeville, Louisiana

Above:
Left: Statue of Père Mégret , Magadalen Square, Abbeville,
https://www.facebook.com/steenssyrup/photos/a.2328989670651406/2681023032114733/?type=3
Middle: Père Antoine Désiré Mégret, 1840 painting by an unknown painter was painted from real life, and
hangs in the rectory of the St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church in Abbeville.
http://vermilionhistorical.com/archives/features/images.htm
Right: Marker, city of Abbeville, Louisiana, Pinterest,
https://acadie.cheminsdelafrancophonie.org/en/abbeville/

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX8fBOUlGyfeDrZJkIZhaIDHSSaX6mHo7d1lB0qEKI-fajToXRPwZw-E8Zs2aXjRnMk3R7NHe2iHMutYKHaBFEP3k_qxp6TTAbdau-5rWnuus=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX0tkxAzqj86MLCGkSXSnK2xJq43RsA9SpCuIoj2efI87RwWcMhby-vEAOH1xoi5a6fp_B1to7iONMpapAVIU1I9nn-uFhVielkSNgPD8DXaMjqd1DISvvBA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXyflRYhW75KV_lCYyjE8IIr3dY63i325lMHIEsNbUaiXnaBjSHmgyesOMuEVXh47SYOcK3LeMxkXZfE6WaKqzTuSwQnm6LrN8c5y9PpwOfE-0KSFE9ilVejAbwIWiEv1LUN8wha2KDK_yPnv4PwtVuNPIF86uW4VDBz5idV2joA2wQGFcWp1jj2yYoDcbLsuf&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXssg3fi9rsbygHBX9ZtB-prrMTsd5Qsr1c0GLXS3-Q68qsVSPJdXmsUbtNht7dzfz409JAVaVmrQSxpvrAP5fy-N-q0gyhT70Gqx6JZ_XgrtQzA1sNKITiO9EkApqCtQOnXuvud4X-xo=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXBifd9c3eorOEMlnn28zPZb4Biq_2f8lZNXEtQldJehCT4aYiZTy32amXk5k7H3q5sN1p2EIZFDJgzDc7Mx41NTBf_Tz4QvSsbI1EjhtDErTCsSGSLECrr_CikJ5a-SnPdtmuhiJTeqA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• Père Antoine Désiré Mégret (born in Abbeville, France, 23 May 1797 – died
1853) was the founder of Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, Louisiana. He was a
Capuchin missionary.

• Formerly called La Chapelle, the land that became Abbeville was purchased
for $900 by founding father Père Antoine Désiré Mégret. There are two
theories how the town was named. The theory that is generally accepted is
Mégret named the town after his hometown in France. The second theory
states that it is a combination of "Abbe" for Abbé Mégret and "ville" the French
word for town – thus Abbé's town.

• Father Mégret based his first plan for the village on a French Provincial
village. In a map he created in 1846, the town covered 38 to 40 acres (160,000
m2). The people who settled there were descendants of Acadians from Nova
Scotia who relocated to the area between 1766 and 1775. The village was
officially incorporated in 1850.

Marker, “Abbeville”
145 N State Street, Abbeville LA 70510
On the Parking Lot next to the “Hôtel de Ville” (French for City Hall)
GPS: 29.974450, -92.135617

• Inscription:
English side:
“Formerly La Chapelle. Founded in 1843 by Father Antoine Desire Megret, a native of
Abbeville, France, on land purchased from Joseph LeBlanc. City incorporated by state,
1850. Became parish seat of Vermillion, 1845. Home of Louisiana Dairy Festival.”
French side:
“D’abord appelée La Chapelle, la ville fut fondée en 1843 par le père Antoine Désiré
Megret, originaire d’Abbeville, France, sur des terres achetées à Joseph LeBlanc,
incorporée par l´Etat en 1850, Abbeville était devenue chef-lieu de la paroisse de
Vermilion en 1845. Célèbre pour son Festival des Produits Laitiers de la Louisiane.”
Erected 1963 by Louisiana Board of Commerce and Industry.

Statue, Père Antoine Desiré Mégret (1797 – 1853)
In the Magdalen Square Abbeville LA 70510
GPS: 29.974336, -92.136989

• Inscription:
“Père Antoine Desiré Mégret born in France on May 23, 1797 arrived in Louisiana in 1842
and was sent to Vermilionville (now Lafayette) as pastor of St. John's Parish. In 1843 he
purchased from Joseph LeBlanc one hundred sixty arpents of land approximately three
miles north of Perry's Bridge, on this site by the Vermilion River. St. Mary Magdalen
Church was dedicated in 1844. Property not reserved for the rectory, cemetery and town
squares was sold in lots, and the community heretofore La Chapelle, became Abbeville in
1844.Père Mégret, having designed and developed his city around two central squares,
offered property and a building for the courthouse and was influential in the ultimate
establishment of Abbeville as the Parish seat in 1845.
In 1853 the community suffered from a yellow fever epidemic, which claimed seventy-
three lives, the last of these was Père Mégret, who had been ministering to the victims of
the disease. He is entombed under St. John's Cathedral in Lafayette, Louisiana.”

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXowBg3lf6OlJHCMYQKDwu_LmfYbNb-PzM5KHiB2H4FbUGlLPIauZct3Mc8ADTL8henicVSb9rA_VmyiU_FQJJ73Z5bp3maGTlNQGpMz-Ubu0=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXRTAbofQtCeG3buFLdk8obU4aIhUno74qP-TnrMWDizTym0XkI6Dyhyh-jJ7na2ghmyaoOpGEAImly5VDHDgGycXFHaoR3TrZMhKkhIjoRWA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Michel Portier
First bishop of Mobile, Alabama

Above:
Left: The chapel of the Visitation Convent in Mobile, Mobile County, pictured in 1895. The convent was
established under the direction of Bishop Michael Portier during the mid-1830s.
Courtesy of The Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of South Alabama.
Photograph by T. E. Armitstead., https://encyclopediaofalabama.org/media/visitation-convent-in-mobile-
1895/
Middle: Monseigneur Michel Portier, https://encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/michael-portier/
Right: Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Mobile, Alabama By DXR - Own work, CC BY-
SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=50262375

• Michel Portier was born on September 7, 1795, in Montbrison, France, and
passed away on May 14, 1859, in Mobile, Alabama. He studied at the
Seminary in Lyon and was invited by Bishop Louis William Valentine Dubourg
to join the American mission. At 22, he moved to the United States in 1817,
arriving in Annapolis with the aim of becoming a priest. 

• He learned English, was ordained in 1818, and then went to New Orleans,
where he served as Vicar-general. Like many bishops of his time, Portier
owned slaves. In 1825, he became the first Vicar Apostolic of the newly
established Vicariate of Alabama and the Floridas, which included Arkansas. 

• In 1829, Pope Pius VIII elevated the vicariate to the Diocese of Mobile,
appointing Portier as its first bishop. His cathedral was a small church
measuring twenty feet wide and fifty feet deep, and his home was an even
smaller two-room building. A new cathedral construction began in 1837, and on
December 8, 1850, Portier consecrated the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. 

• Around 1847, he brought the Brothers of the Sacred Heart from France and
the Daughters of Charity from Emmitsburg, Maryland, to run orphanages for
boys and girls. One of his final contributions was establishing a hospital in
Mobile, now known as Providence Hospital, which is managed by the
Daughters of Charity.

Marker, “Cathedral-Basilica of the Immaculate Conception / Archdiocese of

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX0tkxAzqj86MLCGkSXSnK2xJq43RsA9SpCuIoj2efI87RwWcMhby-vEAOH1xoi5a6fp_B1to7iONMpapAVIU1I9nn-uFhVielkSNgPD8DXaMjqd1DISvvBA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXRoLmwFugSyhEvhGm_nUP0EtD46vRw74xwPKO9ppLa16WxjGQKFWtVV3Fkl_dS1O49pRDv-Y2IA5N0bIQs75gZO2ID4YwOr3YeJkhKOeYRo5_RT7hqwygAgWOIbsklCSuW6qrmwDr934fql2b1Dl8av0oXaCrhFn_&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX9jnqBkZbbDQPxrSLnvSa7eX0uYoDXjOQLKT9MzVuUO-QZgCHnUm42nzra6DsyP5zMPReLYVOgaeP2c9PoeKj32jSb3U9gNnRnAXYKt1IKprIYTY8CEb5PSxMJ29WPRNfrrS2rDDivl4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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Marker, “Cathedral-Basilica of the Immaculate Conception / Archdiocese of
Mobile”
2 S Claiborne St, Mobile, AL 36602
GPS: 30.690300, -88.045517

• Inscription:
“Cathedral-Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
Parish established in 1703 by John-Baptiste del la Croix, Bishop of Québec, while
Mobile served as capital of Louisiana. Oldest religious congregation of any
denomination in Alabama and the Mississippi River Valley. Rev. Henry Rolleaux, first
pastor. Present church, constructed 1835-1850, is third parish church, built by
Michael Portier, first Bishop of Mobile (1826-1859). Portico added 1870. Bell Towers
1890. Stained glass windows 1910. Cathedral designated a Minor Basilica by Pope
John XXIII in 1962. Crypt Chapel for deceased bishops 1964.”
Archdiocese of Mobile
At various times part of the Dioceses of Québec, Santiago (Cuba), and Louisiana
and the Floridas. Michael Portier, born in France, first Bishop (1826-1859). Original
diocesan territory included all of present day Alabama and Florida. From 1858-1968
included all of Alabama and Florida Panhandle. Diocese established first schools
and orphanage in Mobile, and first institution of higher learning in Alabama (Spring
Hill College). Named an archdiocese in 1980. Today includes all Catholic parishes in
southern 28 counties of Alabama.”

Jean Marcel Pierre Auguste Vérot
 First bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine in Florida

Above:
Left: Bust, Jean-Pierre Augustin Vérot, Bishop of Saint Augustine
Tolomato Cemetery, 14 Cordova St, St. Augustine, FL 32084
http://tolomatocemetery.blogspot.com/2014/06/the-varela-stone-moves-for-awhile.html
Middle:
An image of Bishop Augustin Verot taken from a 1914 publication entitled "The Catholic Church in the
United States of America: Undertaken to Celebrate the Golden Jubilee of His Holiness, Pope Pius X"
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37020325
Right: Bishop Verot High School in Fort Myers, Florida By Condor5635 - Own work, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5845042

• Augustin Vérot was born on May 23, 1805, in Le Puy-en-Velay, France, and
passed away on June 10, 1876. He studied at the St-Sulpice seminary in Paris
and was ordained in 1828. Afterward, he joined the Society of Saint-Sulpice

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXPM257SiWUREEkNKaz2qhuH-IQNfVA3r6so3Ww8cQkey3pNLxHvsxRHSMeWlbxnwuBWWKDO0INPMZNOdrfcCB9hhSKlE36sjDrheu6iAOsHw=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXjaulmB3mivxi7WxKBrEZ91xSfBUMoC8Sd-y_o68vKbGAnoMxAPwkWckpdvHbPTpKvdWyZpb3LwwW0XwIwK61rmjX7dfKV5DLbCM3eQKl8HYb62Br_WACTxNRa8BoFI3R&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXoDK0-j2bbKuNeHeuxWvsg0rQHfDv2rHP9A4BQ1GQOeOhzcXIaqd-_yfFYgkHkRAEo-4UY3VF9o1SAmaNfuxB-ycnYc6vXAm7vcsLQEg173qtYpaSfSOZk3sJ9qgdFG4h7C58UKKeYO41cWkU3qUjsfIvxkAkvak1sthmrcBVvfk=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXCRLiNtE7qsE6aQmyzRHMr-fz-tdT82k2Ty56SQJAhnoIrTRgvtSyoH6oAq_u-6_HE15rGmjdVnTzdY88giLd5aOkJSV4-4Sp0r_SdnqQzMQDkmtYM0yditxYGKHGX5jh&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX7kD-Mp8D3uT3hdRjStFts49ifqIOdXiaqvRbseeVGr8SAS3w1WUx-PPrGHsHTTCoeSQelxBEfECcw0zulI8115YxQK8uhc-wv8B1YEUvW5o9YwHe8Va5dHCgDhdHrJnkEq7afvk6TnU=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


and was ordained in 1828. Afterward, he joined the Society of Saint-Sulpice
and moved to the United States. Vérot spent 23 years teaching science,
philosophy, and theology at St. Mary's College. Later, he was assigned to
Ellicott's Mills, Maryland, where he served for five years from 1853 to 1858.

• In 1857, the Pope appointed Vérot as vicar apostolic of Florida. He
established new churches along the Gulf of Mexico in places like Tampa,
Fernandina Beach, Palatka, Mandarin, and Tallahassee. He also set up
Catholic schools in the area and brought in religious communities to run them.
Sisters of the Order of Mercy came from New England to start a girls'
academy, while Christian Brothers from Quebec opened a boys' school in St.
Augustine.

• In 1861, he became the bishop of the Diocese of Savannah but continued to
serve as vicar apostolic of Florida. During the American Civil War, Vérot helped
evacuate several Sisters of Mercy from Jacksonville to Savannah. After the
war, he wrote a pastoral letter encouraging Catholics in the diocese to
overcome their prejudices against former servants. He also called for a
national coordinator for evangelization efforts among African-Americans and
invited French sisters from LePuy to assist in this work.

• In 1870, Pius IX upgraded the Florida vicarate to the Diocese of St. Augustine
and appointed Vérot as its first bishop.

• Vérot was one of the early advocates for promoting St. Augustine, Florida, as
a health and cultural destination. He made yearly visits across the diocese,
setting up churches and schools. He also worked to honor the memory of
Florida's early martyrs from both Spanish and French backgrounds.

• His most notable writings include his Pastoral on Slavery and his Catechism.
Vérot played an important role in the Plenary Council of Baltimore and the First
Vatican Council in Rome from 1869 to 1870. At the Council, he argued against
the belief that African-Americans lacked souls and were not human.

• He is buried at Tolomato Cemetery where a marble bust i next to his tomb.

Marker, Phelan-Verot House Built Prior to 1866
124 N 4th St, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
GPS: 30.672933, -81.461750

• Inscription:
"On February 5, 1875, Jean-Pierre Augustin Verot, Bishop of Saint Augustine, purchased
this cottage from Sarah Phelan. The Sisters of Saint Joseph lived here in the year 1877,
when a devastating epidemic of yellow fever swept over the Amelia Island community.
From this place, for three weeks as the epidemic raged, the small coterie of sisters risked
their lives, night and day, as they nursed the stricken of every race, Catholic, non-Catholic,
rich and poor. They offered comfort and prayers for the sick and dying, and even helped
bury the dead. Grateful citizens thereafter called them "Angels of Mercy." Mother Celenie
and Sister de Sales, young French nuns far from their motherhouse in LePuy, France,
died of the fever. They rest in Bosque Bello Cemetery, their graves marked with simple
stone crosses bearing the date 1877.
Florida Heritage Site

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXtCFwBnbRcrDzdDZ3ES7Rreq4NdJF56qjffeNJE0-hnk85Rwnhu3aIEWednFOhKKy8cTvPGCp5lmhwIywP9OB2uwfL3x1_Cr7ir1RCTvv6NE=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Florida Heritage Site
Erected 1999 by Amelia Island Fernandina Restoration Foundation and the Florida
Department of State. (Marker Number F-419.)"

Marker, St. Benedict the Moor School
2602 N. 20th Street, Tampa, FL33605
GPS: 27.966450, -82.436817

• Inscription (excerpts):
 “ Located on this site was the former St. Benedict the Moor School, a Catholic school for
black children that was one of the most important buildings associated with black history in
Tampa. The property was purchased for $600 on March 15, 1900. The school, a two-story
brick building, was completed several years after the acquisition of the property. It housed
four classrooms and an auditorium that also served as a chapel. St. Benedict was built
under the vision of Bishop Augustin Verot, who in 1858 was given jurisdiction of Catholic
parishes in Georgia and Florida. In 1866, Bishop Verot used his authority to bring the
Sisters of St. Joseph from Le Puy-en Valey, France to St. Augustine to establish schools
dedicated to the spiritual enrichment and education of ex-slaves. Over the next several
decades, they established schools throughout Florida. By 1903, they opened the St.
Benedict School in Tampa. The School matriculated 30 children during the 1904-1905
school year. St. Benedict’s students were mostly Afro-Cuban children of workers in Ybor
City and West Tampa cigar factories. In an era governed by racial segregation, the noble
goal of educating black children was hindered by a 1913 law passed by the Florida
legislature entitled “An Act Prohibiting White Persons from Teaching Negroes in Negro
Schools.” Defiantly, the Sisters of St. Joseph throughout the state challenged this law and
continued to teach black students. In April of 1916, three sisters were arrested in St.
Augustine for teaching African-American children. Following the arrest, St. Benedict’s in
Tampa temporarily closed. On May 20, 1916, a judge ruled that the 1913 law only applied
to public schools, and the sisters had not violated the law by educating black students in a
private school. Although understaffed, under equipped, and crowded, the Sisters of St.
Joseph met their calling in the face of adversity and continued teaching until 1944...[...]
The plaque stands in recognition of the vital role St. Benedict the Moor School and the
Sisters of St. Joseph played in the education and enhancement of Tampa’s black
community for almost 50 years."

Views on slavery & Legacy:
In January 1861, just before the Civil War began, Vérot gave a sermon supporting
the rights of slave states and the legality of slavery in the U.S.
In the same sermon, Vérot denounced the international slave trade, aligning with
Pope Gregory XVI's 1839 decree. He also advocated for legal protections for free
African-Americans. Vérot believed enslaved individuals should be allowed to choose
their marriage partners, treated with justice and fairness, provided with sufficient
food, clothing, and shelter, and given the opportunity to practice their religion and
receive education in it. Because of this sermon, Vérot earned the nickname "Rebel
Bishop."
Bishop Verot High School is a private Catholic school located in Fort Myers, Florida.
It was named after Vérot in 1964.

Texas

Father Jean-Marie Odin, C.M.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX_CZ3WaEb-eBX61EVM0WmpblcURQJ-RucZfaEGBQ9xW0YuUw1OHY6Tj6OUfq9XNZvHGuJAExCa1zoNNcORriVkBBKhmjj4jhDu1ha-DPr_HQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Father Jean-Marie Odin, C.M.
Fist bishop of Galveston, TX

Founding figure of the Catholic Church in Texas

Above:
Top Left: Jean-Marie Odin, https://txcatholic.org/from-the-archives-first-bishop-of-galveston-born-in-
france/
Top Middle: St. Mary's Cathedral Basilica in Galveston, TX, by Farragutful - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=128902638
Top Right: Missionary Bishop: Jean-Marie Odin in Galveston and New Orleans by Patrick
Foley and Gilbert R. Cruz, Amazon.com
Bottom Left: Saint Louis Hall, St Mary’s University, San Antonio, TX. by Ngood CC BY 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=33557661
Bottom Middle: Statue of Saint Louis outside the St. Louis Catholic Church in Castroville, Texas
1306 Angelo St, Castroville, TX 78009. Jean-Marie Odin, first bishop of Texas, who visited just nine days
after the first colonists arrived at the site to establish the town of Castroville, celebrated Mass and placed
the community under the patronage of St. Louis of France. Library of Congress, Public Domain
https://lccn.loc.gov/2014631312
Bottom Right: Central Catholic Marianist High School in San Antonio, Texas.
Photo: By The original uploader https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=57837452

• Jean-Marie Odin, C.M., (b. Hauteville, Loire, February 25, 1800 – died
Ambierle, Loire, May 25, 1870) held the position of the second archbishop of
the Archdiocese of New Orleans from 1861 to 1870. Before his appointment in
New Orleans, Odin served as the first vicar apostolic of Texas from 1841 to
1847 and later as the first bishop of the Diocese of Galveston in Texas
from 1847 to 1861. He is widely recognized as the founding figure of the
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXcUArU4ZAFaFzat2-4TlU0iyRniE4c6yQBA1cRB85Ra_YhNBgBTUHadMnJCSLL7M0UBlhAr7HDn0SjRNzfkly1y7db5hneqYw&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


from 1847 to 1861. He is widely recognized as the founding figure of the
Catholic Church in Texas.

• He attended the Sulpician seminary in Lyon. In 1822, while still studying
there, Odin was approached by a representative of Bishop Louis Dubourg to
become a missionary in America. After reaching New Orleans, the archbishop
directed him to Perryville, Missouri, to finish his training as a priest at St.
Mary's of the Barrens Seminary. Odin took his vows for the Congregation of
the Mission (the Vincentians) in November of that year.

• Odin was named the second archbishop of New Orleans by Pope Pius IX on
February 15, 1861. When he got to New Orleans, Louisiana had already
seceded from the United States, and the American Civil War had begun. Like
many Catholic leaders in the South, Odin supported the Confederacy. He was
one of Pope Pius IX's contacts in his efforts to negotiate peace to stop the war.
Odin permitted priests from his diocese to act as chaplains in the Confederate
Army, and nuns from the diocese worked in field hospitals throughout the
southern states.

• After he was ordained, Dubourg did missionary work in New Madrid,
Missouri, and with Native American tribes near the Arkansas River.

• In 1841, Pope Gregory XVI appointed Odin as the first vicar apostolic of
Texas. He started several schools and brought in the Ursuline nuns, marking
the first religious community in Texas to run them. In December 1845, Texas
joined the United States as a state.

• In 1847, Odin became the first bishop of the newly formed Diocese of
Galveston, which covered all of Texas. He invited the Brothers of Mary and
Oblates of Mary to help run St. Mary's University in Galveston, which he
founded in 1854. He also made challenging visits to the remote areas of Texas
and traveled to Europe twice to find priests and resources for the diocese. By
the end of his time, he had raised the number of priests to 84 and churches to
50, earning him the title of the father of the modern Catholic Church in Texas.

• Odin became the second archbishop of New Orleans when Pope Pius IX
appointed him on February 15, 1861. When he got to New Orleans, Louisiana
had already left the United States, and the American Civil War had begun. Like
many Catholic leaders in the South, Odin supported the Confederacy. He was
one of Pope Pius IX's contacts in his efforts to negotiate peace to stop the war.
Odin permitted priests from his diocese to act as chaplains in the Confederate
Army, and nuns from the diocese worked in field hospitals throughout the
southern states.

• Odin traveled to Rome for the First Vatican Council in 1869 but had to leave
early due to health issues. He never went back to the United States. Jean-
Marie Odie passed away in Ambierle, Loire, on May 25, 1870, at the age of 70.



Marker, “The French Legation to the Republic of Texas”
French Legation, 802 San Marcos Street, Austin, TX 78702
(There are two identical markers, one inside the garden and one along the sidewalk by the
gate)
GPS: 30.267044, -97.732124

• Inscription (excerpts):
“Father Odin: Father Jean-Marie Odin came to Austin at the request of the Pope in 1839.
He petitioned the Republic of Texas for the return of church property. The properties
included the missions in San Antonio such as the Alamo. Alphonse Dubois [French Legate
to the Republic of Texas] invited Father Odin and Father Timon to stay at his rented house
on Pecan St. while the French Legation was being constructed. Father Odin purchased
the unfinished French Legation and property from Dubois in December of 1840 with the
intention of opening a parochial school. Dubois’ relationship with Father Odin helped
secure the Vatican’s recognition of the Republic of Texas. “
Erected by Texas Historical Commission”

Sign inside the French Legation to the Republic of Texas:
• Inscription (excerpts):

“Home for Faith”
“Known as the Father of the Modern Catholic Church in Texas, Bishop Jean-Marie Odin
owned the French Legation from 1840 to 1847. Bishop Odin arrived in Texas in 1839 with
Catholic mandate to secure title to all church property built under the Spanish government
and to revive the prominence of the church in Texas. Dubois met Odin in New Orleans
initially, and offered him the use of his home in the Republic of Texas' capital to further his
work.
In Mexican Texas, immigrants from the United States and beyond were obligated to
convert to Catholicism. But the turbulence of the Mexican war for independence from
Spain closed seminaries and disrupted the appointment of priests. The Texas Revolution
severed ties with the diocese-in Monterrey responsible for Texas.
President Sam Houston desired to establish Texas as a separate diocese for political
reasons. The Church's recognition of the Republic of Texas as independent from
When he arrived in Austin, Dubois hosted lavish dinner parties where he lobbied Texas
politicians to support the Church. Bishop Odin's petition to secure title to 25 missions in
Texas was approved by Congress in January 1841. He is responsible for increasing the
number of Catholic Churches and schools in Texas, initiating the building of more than 80
churches. He recruited priests from European nations who could speak the languages and
serve those ethnic communities in Texas. In 1847, he was named the first Bishop of
Galveston of the newly created diocese that encompassed all of Texas.
Father Odin established the first Catholic church in Austin with a mass on December 23,
1840. This lead to the creation of the congregation that would become St. Patrick Church,
the predecessor of the present-day St. Mary Cathedral on
East 10th Street (left).

Marker, ” Site of Liberty's Ursuline Convent”
399-335 Austin St, Liberty, TX 77575
GPS: 30.058633, -94.799583

• Inscription:
“In 1859 Bishop John Mary Odin sent a group of Ursulines from Galveston to Liberty to
establish a convent and girls' school. Under the leadership of an energetic French nun,
Mother Ambroise, the Sisters bought land at this site and erected two frame buildings.
Many prominent Liberty families enrolled their daughters in the convent school, as
boarders or day students. The turmoil of the Civil War (1861-1865) caused attendance to
decline, and the institution closed in 1866. Occupied by two other academies in the late
1860s, the Ursuline buildings were dismantled in the 1880s.”
Erected 1978 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 9691.)

https://30.267044,%20-97.732124
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Erected 1978 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 9691.)

Marker, ”Central Catholic High School”
1403 N St Mary's St, San Antonio, TX 78215
GPS: 29.436683, -98.484833

• Inscription:
“This school originated at a time when San Antonio lacked a boys' school of any kind.
Bishop Jean-Marie Odin obtained teachers in France from the Society of Mary: Nicholas
Koenig, Jean-Baptiste Laignaux, and Xavier Mauclerc. Andrew Edel, another Marianist
from Ohio, was principal; San Antonio layman Timothy O'Neil also joined the staff. The
school opened Aug. 26, 1852, in two rooms over a livery stable near San Fernando
Cathedral. During the winter the brothers erected a building near the San Antonio River.
"St. Mary's Institute” occupied that campus on March 1, 1853, and finished the school year
with 100 pupils of various creeds. Enrolled as day students were Anglo-,French-,
German-, and Mexican-Americans. South Texas ranch boys attended as boarders. After
expanding that building the brothers erected others, including a four-story "Skyscraper"
unique for the 1870s.
St. Mary's University of San Antonio was one outgrowth of the 1852 "Brothers' School.
After several changes of names and facilities, Central Catholic High School in 1932
became the successor of the pioneer effort and is now revered as the oldest and the
largest private boys’ school in Texas.”
Erected 1978 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 788.)”

Marker, “St Mary’s Institute”
River Walk, (east of the North St. Mary's Street access point) , San Antonio, TX 78205
29.425067, -98.490600
• The Marianists who established St. Mary’s were members of the Society of Mary,
founded in 1817 by Blessed Guillaume Joseph Chaminade, a French priest who formed
lay and religious societies that would reenergize the Christian faith in the post-French
Revolution era. Four French Marianist missionaries traveled to Texas to open a school
at the behest of Bishop Jean-Marie Odin. In May 1852, these brothers stepped off the
Indianola stagecoach to get a glimpse of downtown San Antonio where they would
establish their school.

• Inscription:
“Many immigrants from both the United States and Europe were attracted to the Republic
of Texas after it became independent from Mexico in 1836. Among the new Texans were
missionaries of various faiths, including the French Catholic priest Jean Marie Odin.
Odin's immediate work was spiritual ministry and renovating crumbling churches that the
Spanish had built years before, but his long-term vision was education. He raised money
to construct schools and recruited teachers from Catholic religious orders in Europe,
including the Brothers of the Society of Mary who came to San Antonio in 1852 to teach
boys. St. Mary's Institute was completed here on the San Antonio River in 1853. Known
later as St. Mary's College, it outgrew this site, and in 1894 a new campus was completed
in the northwest suburbs. Elementary and high school students continued to study in the
riverside buildings for many years, and after 1934 St. Mary's School of Law occupied the
site. The historic buildings were sold in 1967 and converted into a hotel.”

Sister Joséphine
Nacogdoches, TX

"Serving the poor and the neglected"
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Above: 
Left: Sister Joséphine, https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/potard-renee-ernestine-francoise-
sister-josephine
Right: Photo: Catholic church in Nacogdoches, Texas, By Curt Teich & Company - UTA Libraries
Digital Gallery, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=95257068

• “...Sister Josephine, Renee Ernestine Francoise Potard, is still talked about
by the old timers. She came to minister to the people of Moral in the late
1800s. She was born in France and first came to Notre Dame. In 1870, she
volunteered for missionary work in Texas to teach in the Nacogdoches
University. In 1874, when the others moved to Clarksville to begin a university,
she chose to remain in East Texas. She spent the last days of her life in a
cabin by the Catholic Church in Moral. Stories passed down tell of her
wonderful energy and determination to help those in need.” - - The Daily
Sentinel, “Serving the Oldest Town in Texas since 1899, Feb 8, 2013”

Marker, ” Sister Joséphine”
1422 County Rd 724, Nacogdoches, TX 75964
GPS: 31.552550, -94.743583

• Inscription:
“Renée Ernestine Françoise Potard was born on February 25, 1822, in Barthelemy,
France. She entered the convent of the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Le Mans, France in
1846. After making her vows, she volunteered to come to America to pursue her desire to
serve the poor and neglected. She made her perpetual vows in 1857 at Notre Dame,
Indiana and took the name Sister Mary Saint Joseph. In 1871, during Reconstruction, she
volunteered for missionary work in Texas and was sent with three other nuns to reopen
the Nacogdoches University. Two years later, they were transferred to Clarksville.
However, Sister Josephine chose to remain among the abandoned Spanish Catholics of
Nacogdoches and teach in one room of the university. During this time, she took the name
Sister Josephine. In 1880, she moved southwest along the Mansola road where a small
Catholic church had been dedicated in 1877. There she taught the children, comforted the
ill and dying, and attended to the many spiritual needs of the people. Her billowing habit
became a familiar sight as she traveled on her mustang pony from house to house along
the dirt roads. In 1885, five acres along the Moral Creek was purchased and a new church
was built. From a small room at the rear of the church, she often wrote her superiors at
Notre Dame telling them of her activities with her "abandoned Mexicans". One such letter
ask for monetary assistance to purchase a statue of the Blessed Mary. When the statue
arrived in Palestine, Texas, she traveled the 75 miles on her pony and brought it back
alone. In 1893 after 20 years of service to the community, she developed pneumonia. The
devoted men of the parish led by A.L. Cordova took her by wagon to the train station in
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devoted men of the parish led by A.L. Cordova took her by wagon to the train station in
Nacogdoches. She was taken to St Joseph's Infirmary in Houston where she died on April
27, 1893. Her remains were transported to Saint Edward's University in Austin and buried
in the nearby Assumption Cemetery. Today, a simple granite cross marks the last resting
place of this truly remarkable woman of God.”

The Oblates: "The Cavalry of Christ"

Father Pierre-Yves Kéralum
Rev. Vital Quinon, "The Fighting Priest"

Rev. Pierre Fourier Parisot
Father Jean-Baptiste Brétault

Early builders of the Catholic Church in Texas

Above:
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Above:
Top: The Cavalry of Christ. Oblate missionaries who traveled on horseback 19th century to minister to
Catholics living on isolated ranches in Texas and northern Mexico. The photo was published in
newspapers in 1912. According to the Oblates' website, the Cavalry of Christ was active from 1849 to
1904. Presumably their activities tapered off gradually. Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76273045
Bottom Left: Pierre Yves Kéralum OMI (1817–1872) was a French-born Catholic missionary and
member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Fair use, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=59849443
Bottom Middle Left: Texas missionary Pierre F. Parisot, circa 1899. This photograph appeared in his
1899 memoir, The Reminiscences of a Texas Missionary (San Antonio : Johnson Bros).
By Unknown, Public Domain https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=76323533
Bottom Middle Right: Rev. Father Vitalus Quinon, Beaumont, TX ca. 1881
http://www.wtblock.com/wtblockjr/rev.htm
Bottom Right: Father Jean-Baptiste Brétault, aka Padre Juanito De La Costa, https://ost.edu/fr-jean-
baptiste-bretault-omi-juan-de-la-costa/

The "Cavalry of Christ" were Oblate fathers, who were Catholic priests from
the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, originally founded in Aix-en-
Provence in 1816, to evangelize the "abandoned poor" and natives in far-flung
missions.
From 1849 to 1904, they traveled long distances on horseback to help
Catholics living on remote ranches in the Rio Grande area.
After Texas became part of the United States, Bishop Jean-Marie Odin
invited the Oblates to Texas. A small group of young French priests arrived in
1849, assigned to serve the eight southernmost counties of Texas. At that time,
the Rio Grande region was like the Wild West, and the Oblates faced many
risks, including violent crime and yellow fever. The Catholics they served were
mostly poor and spread out over a large area that dealt with extreme heat and
flooding. As they made their six-week journeys through the tough landscape,
the Oblates were easily recognized by their long black robes "soutanes" and
the Oblate cross around their necks. Besides providing sacraments, they also
established and managed schools in Brownsville and Galveston.

• Father Pierre Yves Kéralum, (born in Quimper, Brittany, on March 2, 1817
and died around November 12, 1872 in the desert) a revered figure among
local Catholics, continues to be honored in the Brownsville, TX, area.
• He studied at the Seminary in Quimper, He became a priest on February 15,
1852, when the Bishop of Marseille, Eugène de Mazenod, ordained him. After
that, he was assigned to Galveston, Texas.
• Kéralum was talented in both masonry and carpentry, constructing brickwork,
church pews, and coffins. He was recognized for his humility and kindness,
earning the nickname "el Santo Padre Pedrito" from the local people.
• Even in his 50s, despite his poor health and worsening eyesight, he kept
visiting over 70 ranches along his route. Almost blind, he often got lost. In
1872, he departed from a ranch northwest of Mercedes, Texas, and was never
seen again. His remains were discovered in the underbrush a decade later.In
1920, a life-size depiction of the crucifixion was erected at the site in Mercedes
where his remains were initially laid to rest before being moved to San Antonio,
Texas. His legacy is further recognized through the naming of a Knights of
Columbus chapter, as well as several streets and buildings in the region.
Notably, in 1995, the cathedral square in Brownsville was dedicated to
Kéralum. During a visit by Vatican officials in 2003, they were deeply
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Kéralum. During a visit by Vatican officials in 2003, they were deeply
impressed by the enduring reverence for Kéralum that had been preserved by
the original ranching families. Local Catholics continued to advocate for his
canonization in 2005, although no miracles had been attributed to him. 

Marker, “Immaculate Conception Cathedral - 1854 -”
1218 E Jefferson St, Brownsville, TX 78520
GPS: 25.902600, -97.496133

• Inscription:
“Built in 1854-1859, the cathedral was designed by French architect Father Pierre
Keralum of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. The cathedral is Gothic Revival
in the ecclesiastical form with a Latin cross plan. During the Mexican Revolution, priests
and bishops fleeing Mexico were hidden in the rectory. The cathedral exterior was
restored in 1963 and in 1970.”
Erected by Brownsville Historical Association. 

• Rev. Vital Quinon (born Thizy, Rhône, July 1845 – died July 30, 1894 in
Marseilles) was sent in this difficult frontier area of Texas to bring some peace.
He was a priest “whose veins were as full of red blood as his heart was of
charity”.
• Southeast Texas in 1850 was mainly Protestant, with no Catholic church
present. It could take a year or more for a traveling priest to come and hold
Mass or hear Confessions. Father Quinon played a key role in introducing the
Catholic faith to this region. Although he only stayed in Orange, Beaumont,
and Liberty for three years from 1879 to 1882, his impact laid the groundwork
for future growth.
• During the Reconstruction period after the Civil War, there was a lot of
lawlessness. The church became an important force in bringing order to the
frontier. In 1870, Bishop Dubuis sent Quinon to serve in Texas, and he was
ordained at Galveston Cathedral on October 27, 1871.
• Rev. Fr. Quinon built St. Patrick's Church, the first Catholic sanctuary, in
1874. In 1877, he celebrated the first Mass in the Chickasaw nation, now part
of Oklahoma, where he baptized a 99-year-old woman, the oldest Catholic in
the area. After swimming his horse across the Red River, he developed a
serious chest illness that required him to recuperate in Europe for four years.
• Father Quinon worked diligently to bring order to the rough frontier. There’s a
story about how he was forced at gunpoint to dance on a billiard table in
Denison. Later, when he saw the man who instigated it enter a saloon, he
confronted him in front of everyone, asking if he preferred to pray or take a
beating. The man chose to pray.

Marker, Saint Anthony's Cathedral
 700 Jefferson Street, Beaumont TX 77701
 GPS: 30.078100, -94.100750

• Inscription:
"Traveling priests visited this area as early as the 1850s, conducting Catholic services
outdoors, in homes, and later in the town Temperance Hall. The first church building was
constructed in 1881 under the leadership of the Rev. V. Quinon. Located on the corner of
Bowie and Orleans streets, the small wooden structure was dedicated as St. Louis
Church.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX60kWfgkGTs-BIYJnZE2JKjqWPSRXQ07mw5RM2-y7mj2kTCFn1vh1oDBP9f7OL6kQqb4seq6ZVUxE3npQ7VdWGz1nMx6T7buw9nsBNih08Lc=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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Church.
The building was moved to this location in 1894. One year later a school was started here
by Mother Pauline and Sister Augustine of the Dominican Order. Classes were held in the
church rectory until 1896, when a separate schoolhouse was constructed nearby.
As the population increased during the Beaumont oil boom of the early 1900s,
parishioners began planning for construction of a new church building. Started in 1903,
this Italian Renaissance revival structure was completed four years later and named in
honor of Saint Anthony of Padua. It features a copper dome and an ornate marble altar.
Additional buildings, including the convent and rectory, were constructed during the 35-
year pastorate of Monsignor E. A. Kelly, 1919-54. Pope Paul VI created the Beaumont
Diocese in 1966, and Saint Anthony's was designated a cathedral.
ecorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1980 
Erected 1980 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 10560.)"

• Rev. Pierre Fourier Parisot, (born in May 20, 1827, in Ambacourt near Saint
Dié in the Vosges département– died July 12,1903 in San Antonio,
TX.) founded Saint Joseph's College in Brownsville (now Saint Joseph
Academy) and served as pastor there. His 1899 memoir, Reminiscences of a
Texas Missionary, describes what life was like for the Oblates at the time.

Marker, St. Mary's Catholic Church
912 West Cherry Street, Orange TX 77630
GPS: 30.097933, -93.738100

• Inscription:
The earliest recorded Catholic Mass in the area was conducted by the Rev. P. F. Parisot in
1853, five years before the city of Orange was incorporated. In 1879 the Rev. Vital Quinon
(d.1894), a native of France, came to Orange at the request of the local railroad
superintendent Charles A. Barton, who was concerned about the city's reputation as a
rowdy and lawless industrial town. Known as the "Fighting Priest," Father Quinon provided
the leadership necessary for the formation of this church. Established as St. Vital's it
originally served a parish comprised primarily of German, Austrian, Irish, and Polish
immigrants.
Significant growth began in 1896 when the Rev. J. M. Moran (1859-1922) of Ireland was
assigned as the first resident priest of the parish. The congregational name was changed
to St. Mary's in 1912 and a school and cemetery were established in the 1920s.
Prominent church leaders have included the Rev. George Berberich (d.1947) of Germany,
who came here in 1929, and his brother the Rev. Msgr. Joseph Berberich (d.1980), who
joined him in 1937. Through their guidance, St. Mary's Catholic Church developed as a
leader in community involvement, in quality education, and in the establishment of area
missions.
 Erected 1981 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 11511.)

• Father Jean Baptiste Brétault (1843–1934) is known for his 39 years of
dedicated service. He traveled around 70,000 miles while serving the regions
that now include Hidalgo, Willacy, Kenedy, and Kleberg counties.
• Father Bretault, known as “Padre Juanito de la Costa,” was born in La
Tournerie du Fief-Sauvin, France. He completed his early education in his
village and at the college in Beaupréau before attending the major seminary in
Angers. In 1870, he made his oblation at the novitiate in Nancy, France, and
also studied at Notre-Dame-de-l’Osier and Autun.
• After being ordained in 1872, he moved to Texas, where he took over the
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• After being ordained in 1872, he moved to Texas, where he took over the
coastal mission of the well-known “Lost Missionary,” Father Keralum, serving
until 1896 and again from 1904 to 1909. This mission stretched 100 miles
along the South Texas coast.
• Initially, there were concerns about Father’s health and whether he could
handle the demanding life of a missionary in Texas. However, he rode
horseback for many years, working in some of the toughest missions in South
Texas, and lived to be nearly 90 years old.
• For many years, he managed the large Oblate ranch at La Lomita, which was
later sold, and part of it became the town of Mission, Texas.
• In his later years, he resided at St. Peter’s Novitiate in Mission, Texas, where
he was beloved by many novices who learned from his wisdom and example.
He passed away from burns sustained on the novitiate grounds on May 31,
1934.

Claude Marie Dubuis
Second bishop of Galveston

Founder of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate World

Above:
Left: St. Louis Catholic Church in Castroville, TX
By Billy Hathorn - Own work, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15580071
Middle: Claude Marie Dubuis, second bishop of Galveston, TX, Photo: By James Martin Kirwin
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=123461025
Right: St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Boerne,TX https://travelandtell.com/boerne-a-texas-hill-country-jewel/

• Claude Dubuis was born on March 10, 1817, in Coutouvre, Loire. In 1840,
he began his studies at the major seminary of St. Irenaeus in Lyon. Four years
later, in 1844, he became a priest for the Archdiocese of Lyon. In 1846, he met
Bishop Jean Marie Odin, who was recruiting priests for Texas. Dubuis then
moved to the United States and learned English after arriving.

• He became the pastor of a parish in Castroville, where most of the members
were German or Alsatian immigrants. Dubuis started learning Alsatian and
opened a new school, teaching 80 students in his first year. He traveled around
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opened a new school, teaching 80 students in his first year. He traveled around
his parish on foot or horseback. Once, he even spent a night in a tree to avoid
rising floodwaters. He often rode through Comanche territory and was stopped
by Native Americans four times. Some Native Americans would visit the
Castroville church to enjoy the music. By 1850, he had built a second, larger
church. In 1851, he was appointed pastor of San Fernando Parish in San
Antonio, Texas, and became the vicar general of the diocese. At San
Fernando, he made announcements from the pulpit in English, French,
German, and Spanish.

• In 1862, Pope Pius IX named Dubuis as the second bishop of the Diocese of
Galveston. While he was bishop, he brought nearly seventy religious groups to
Texas. On one of his trips to Europe, he arranged for the Congregation of the
Resurrection to serve the Polish community in Texas. Dubuis also established
the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, which became important in
providing healthcare in Texas. He returned to Castroville as bishop to lay the
foundation stone for the third Church of St. Louis.

• Due to health issues, Dubuis left Galveston in 1881 and moved back to
France, where he settled in Vernaison and passed away on May 22, 1895.

Marker, “St. Peter’s Catholic Church”
716 S Main St, Boerne, TX 78006
GPS: 29.786300, -98.729600

• Inscription:
“In 1866 Bishop Claude M. Dubuis of Galveston sent a young French immigrant, Emil L. J.
R. Fleury, to organize a congregation and build a church to serve Boerne and the outlying
towns and army posts. This stone structure was completed in 1867. Features include an
entry portico with shingled gable end, a small belfry, and segmental-arch windows. Fleury,
who left Boerne in 1869, returned in 1923 to help lay the cornerstone for a new sanctuary.
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1987
Erected 1987 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 4484.)”

Marker, “St. Louis catholic Church”
1847 Angelo St, Castroville, TX 78009
GPS: 29.355317, -98.878583

• Inscription:
“Planned, according to tradition, by the Rev. Peter Richard, pastor who came from Loire,
France, 1868. First (1847-51) resident pastor, the Most Rev. Claude Dubuis, returned as
Bishop of Texas to lay cornerstone on July 2, 1868.
Locally quarried limestone and labor of men of parish went into the construction.
First Mass was celebrated in this church by Father Richard on Aug. 25, 1870, feast day of
St. Louis, patron of the parish.
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1970
Erected 1970 by State Historical Survey Committee. (Marker Number 5051)

• Following the conclusion of the Civil War, a trio of French nuns established
the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, a religious group committed to
providing care for the ill and vulnerable. In response to Bishop Claude Marie
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providing care for the ill and vulnerable. In response to Bishop Claude Marie
Dubuis' plea, Sister Blandine, Sister Ange, and Sister Joseph journeyed from
Lyons, France to start a hospital in Galveston, Texas. Bishop Dubuis had
already acquired a plot of land at the intersection of Market and 8th Street,
where the construction of a two-story wooden structure to accommodate
Charity Hospital commenced.

Marker, “St. Mary’s hospital”
404 8th St, Galveston, TX 77550
GPS: 29.309267, -94.776233

• Inscription (excerpts):
“Organized in 1866, this institution was the first private hospital established in the state.
Originally known as Charity Hospital, it was founded by three French Catholic Sisters,
members in the Order of Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word. Constructed on this site,
which had been part of Fort Scurry during the Civil War, the hospital opened for patients
on April 1, 1867.
The new hospital proved to be a vital addition to the health care facilities of the area.
Three months after it was opened, a yellow fever epidemic struck the city. One victim of
the disease was the hospital Superior, Mother M. Blandine. Following the epidemic an
orphanage and school were established here by the Sisters for children whose parents
died of the sickness. The school was closed and the orphanage was later moved to
another site in Galveston.” [...]
Erected 1980 by Texas Historical Commission. (Marker Number 7173.)”

The West

Jean-Baptiste Miège, S.J.
“The Bishop of the Indians”

Above:
Left: A life-size Carrara marble statue of Bishop John Baptist Miège made by Pedrini in Italy will be
placed on a pedestal on the Immaculata’s facade above the entrance. 701 N 2nd St, St Marys, KS 66536
https://www.anewimmaculata.org/sponsorship-items/marble-statue-of-bishop-miege
Middle: John Baptist Miège, S.J., By Thomas Kinsella - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=124869203
Right: Bishop East of the Rockies: The Life and Letters of John Baptist Miege, S.J. (Campion
Book) Paperback – 1994 by Herman J. Muller (Author) on Amazon.com
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Book) Paperback – 1994 by Herman J. Muller (Author) on Amazon.com

• Jean-Baptiste Miège, S.J. (September 18, 1815 – July 21, 1884), was born
in La Forêt, near the village of Mercury in Savoy, and was a Jesuit prelate and
missionary. In addition to a career in education, he served as Vicar Apostolic of
Kansas from 1851 to 1874 and was called “the Bishop of the Indians”.

• Miège was born in a house named La Forêt, located in the village of Mercury
in Savoie. In 1836, he joined the novitiate of the Society of Jesus in Milan. He
became a priest in Rome in 1847. In 1849, he requested to be sent to the
Indian missions in the United States, where he began as the pastor of St.
Charles's Church in Saint Charles, Missouri.

• On July 23, 1850, Miège was appointed the first Vicar Apostolic for the Indian
Territory east of the Rocky Mountains. He left St. Louis in May 1851 and
arrived among the Potawatomi along the Kansas River. Later that year, he
moved to the Jesuit mission at St. Marys, Kansas. In 1855, he founded his
cathedral parish, Immaculate Conception, in Leavenworth, Kansas.

• Miège traveled extensively to visit his scattered congregation in remote
areas, going to Indian villages, forts, trading posts, and developing towns,
where he celebrated Mass from the back of his wagon. He also established a
girls' school for the Osage Indians.

• In 1863, he built an episcopal residence and laid the cornerstone for
Immaculate Conception Cathedral in September 1864, dedicating it in
December 1868. In 1877, he moved to Detroit, Michigan, where he founded
Detroit College and became its first president.

Marker, «St Marys»
203 East Bertrand Street, Saint Marys KS 66536
GPS: 39.190200, -96.060450

• Inscription:
“This city and college take their name from St. Mary's Catholic Mission founded here
by the Jesuits in 1848 for the Pottawatomie Indians. These missionaries, who had
lived with the tribe in eastern Kansas from 1838, accompanied the removal to this
area. A manual labor school was operated at the mission until 1871. From it
developed St. Mary's College, chartered in 1869. In 1931 the college became a
Jesuit seminary. A boulder on the campus marks the site of the first cathedral
between the Missouri river and the Rocky Mountains. Built of logs in 1849, it
became the See of Bishop Miege "Bishop of the Indians." Vice President Charles
Curtis, part Kaw Indian, was baptized in this parish on April 15, 1860. The mission
was an important stopping point on the Oregon trail. Here also was the U.S.
Pottawatomie agency. This building still stands 600 feet northwest of this marker.
Erected by Kansas Historical Society and State Highway Commission”

Rev. Joseph Projectus Machebeuf 
First bishop of Denver, Colorado
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First bishop of Denver, Colorado

Above:
Top Left: Machebeuf High School, Denver, Colorado Photo: https://machebeuf.org/a-closer-look-at-
bishop-machebeuf-high-school/
Top Middle: Joseph Projectus Machebeuf, By Charles Bohm - Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=60817941
Top Right: St Joseph Hospital in Denver, Colorado By Tshonsey - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=61581755
Below: Cozen’s ranch, 77849 U.S. Hwy 40, Granby, CO 80446. Photos: two on the left:
https://sideofculture.com/2024/11/discover-the-hidden-gems-of-grand-county-a-cultural-journey-beyond-
rocky-mountain-national-park/
Two frames on the right: TC ©ASSFI 2020

• Joseph Projectus Machebeuf was born in Riom, located in the Puy-de-
Dôme Department of Auvergne on August 11, 1812. He began his education
with the Brothers of the Christian Schools and studied classical subjects at his
local college. In 1831, he entered the seminary in Montferrand, run by the
Sulpicians, and was ordained as a priest in 1836.

• In 1841, he became part of the Diocese of Cincinnati, Ohio. He established
Holy Angels Catholic Church in Sandusky, St. Ann's Catholic Church in
Fremont, and St. Philomena's Catholic Church in La Prairie before moving to
New Mexico in 1851 to join his friend, Jean-Baptiste Lamy.

• When Lamy was appointed Vicar Apostolic of New Mexico in 1850,
Machebeuf became his vicar-general. He served as pastor in Albuquerque
from 1853 to 1858 and in Santa Fe from 1858 to 1860. Later, he moved to
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from 1853 to 1858 and in Santa Fe from 1858 to 1860. Later, he moved to
Colorado, where he was injured in a carriage accident in the Rocky Mountains,
leaving him with a limp. In Colorado, he helped organize parishes, brought in
priests, and by 1868, he had built eighteen churches, including the first one in
Denver.

• On March 3, 1868, Machebeuf was named Vicar Apostolic of Colorado and
Utah.

• He founded an academy and a boys' school in Denver, a convent for the
Sisters of Loretto, St. Joseph's Hospital, the House of the Good Shepherd, and
the College of the Sacred Heart, which is now part of Regis University. During
his leadership, the Catholic population in Colorado grew from a few thousand
to over 50,000.

• In 1887, the vicariate became a diocese, and Machebeuf was appointed its
first bishop. He passed away two years later on July 10, 1889.

• Bishop Machebeuf High School, located in Denver, Colorado, founded in
1958, is named in his honor.

Marker, “Holy Angels Catholic Church” – Rev. Joseph Machebeuf
428 Tiffin Ave, Sandusky, OH 44870
GPS: 41.449467, -82.723267

• Inscription:
“Holy Angels Catholic Church is the mother church of Sandusky. Reverend Joseph P.
Machebeuf, a French Missionary, began ministering to Catholics in the Sandusky area in
late 1839. Soon after William H. Mills offered five lots, $530, and the materials needed to
build a church. Father Machebeuf laid the cornerstone on October 13, 1841, and services
were held in 1842. By Christmas of 1845, the building was complete, the steeple added,
and the bell installed. The congregation was mostly Irish emigrants. In 1855 as more
Germans settled nearby, they built St. Mary’s Mother of Sorrows Church. The city’s
expansion prompted the building of Saints Peter and Paul Church, in 1871, Holy Angels
became a mission church of Saints Peter and Paul until 1875, when Holy Angels was
assigned its own pastor and reopened.
Erected 2016 by William G. Pomeroy Foundation, Holy Angels Catholic Church and The
Ohio History Connection. (Marker Number 30-22.)”

• Machebeuf left some very concrete signs of his ministry. In a small
pioneer museum in Colorado, I was touched to read a sign next to a
display:

Cozens Ranch House museum
77849 U.S. Hwy 40, Granby, CO 80446
GPS: 39.932587, -105.790816

"Cozens Master Bedroom"
"Billy and Mary York Cozens married in 1860, both at age 30. They met in the
nearby mining town of Central City, where Bily was long-time sheriff and Mary,
a devout Irish Catholic girl, worked in a boarding house. Their marriage
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXfStpT9SgxeeX2-xSxdUpsUHMwA6RjGGAoxvuaxkYZ7C7yksICoHpZ36DnN1ttZk5u4MY6nhIxE9aCb22-tYvxiTg5tz8uuxXUzMFQVDEmqw=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


certificate shows that Father Joseph Machebeuf married them on December
30, 1860 in Central City, The Territory of Colorado, even though Billy was not
Catholic but rather a staunch Mason. It was the first marriage ceremony in
Northern Colorado at which the future Bishop of Denver officiated. Colorado
did not become a State until 1876.”

Indeed, as pictured above, the owners' bedroom is adorned with the framed
marriage certificate on the wall, signed by Msgr. Machebeuf, and a document
(in French) addressed to the "Très Saint Père" (the Holy Pope)...

Rev. Père Nicolas Point
Missionary to Indian tribes and artist

One of the first missionaries to the Rocky Mountains

Above:
Top Left: Southwestern view of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Mission, located along
North Avenue in Stevensville, Ravalli County, Montana, is listed on the National
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North Avenue in Stevensville, Ravalli County, Montana, is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places as St. Mary's Church. By Al Huntsman - Library of
Congress, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=6425863
Top Right: Watercolor by Father Nicolas Point, SJ, depicting a buffalo hunt,
http://www.stmarysmission.com/BitterrootSalish-and-the-Buffalo.html.
The Nicolas Point Gallery introduces the missionary activities of the Jesuits among
Native American in the Northwestern and Midwestern United States. Pencil
sketches and watercolor drawings by Jesuit Nicolas Point (1799-1868) depict the
encounter between the various groups.
https://jesuitarchives.omeka.net/collections/show/4
Bottom Left: Portrait of No Horns on his Head, Nez Percé Chief, by George Catlin -
Smithonian Institution, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=6033361
Bottom Right: Mission of the Sacred Heart (or Cataldo Mission), Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho by Geoff Cole Images - CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=128421097

• Révérend Père Nicolas Point (Rocroi, France, 10 April 1799 – Québec, 4
July 1868), was a French Catholic Jesuit priest who was sent as a missionary
to America in 1835. he helped establish the Mission of the Sacred Heart along
the Saint Joe River in present-day Idaho for the Nez Perce and Coeur
d'Alene people. His paintings may be seen as primitive, but he created
fascinating journals and detailed artwork. Still, he is not well-known in Western
art history because he was not a professional artist.

• Nicolas Point was born on April 10, 1799, in Rocroi, France. Inspired by a
biography of Francis Xavier, he joined the Society of Jesus in 1819 and
became a priest in 1831. 

• In 1835, he traveled to America, reaching St. Mary's College in Kentucky by
June 1836. The following year, he established St. Charles College in Grand
Coteau, Louisiana, serving as its first rector until 1840. His superiors selected
him for a mission to the Bitterroot Salish people in what is now Montana. 

• Point created a settlement called St. Mary's Mission, modeled after Jesuit
missions in Paraguay. The layout featured houses spaced fifty feet apart and
lawns measuring sixty feet square, but it overlooked the Salish's need for
defense. Initially, St. Mary's Mission thrived, but tensions grew between the
priests and the Salish. While many Salish were baptized and embraced some
Catholic practices, they resisted the priests' push for agriculture. The situation
worsened when the priests proposed a mission for the Blackfeet, traditional
foes of the Salish, leading to a breakdown in trust.

• Point traveled widely among the Plateau tribes in the Pacific Northwest. In
1842, he helped set up the Mission of the Sacred Heart along the Saint Joe
River in present-day Idaho for the Nez Perce and Coeur d'Alene tribes. In
1846, he visited the Blackfeet but did not establish a mission there. Throughout
his missionary work, Point kept a sketchbook, creating hundreds of drawings of
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his missionary work, Point kept a sketchbook, creating hundreds of drawings of
the missions and the communities they served. Despite hs limited art training,
his sketches are valued by historians and anthropologists as some of the
earliest visual documentation of Pacific Northwest tribes.

"The buffalo is for the Indian…something more than manna in the desert. For
there is no fatigue he will not endure, no enemy he will not defy, no form of
death he will not face, to get the great beasts." ~Father Nicolas Point, S.J.

Crossing Lewis and Clark Pass
Priests and Roadbuilders, Homesteaders and Firefighters
Alice Creek Road (gravel/dirt), 10 miles from Montana State Hwy 200, Lincoln MT 59639
GPS: 47.139000, -112.456400

• Inscription (excerpts):
“Early Missionaries and Routefinders

Father Nicholas Point:
In the 1840s, the Jesuit missionary Father Nicholas Point became the first EuroAmerican
to pass this way since Meriwether Lewis and his men crossed Lewis and Clark Pass in
1806.
Father Point journeyed with Salish hunting parties along the Road to the Buffalo. On one
bison-hunting venture, Point wrote that they reached "the summit of mountain from which
one could see a horizon more that a hundred leagues in circumference." Point was almost
certainly referring to Lewis and Clark Pass and the awe-inspiring view from the top.
Erected by Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail.”

Father Valentin Sommereisen
Pioneer Missionary Priest,

General George Custer’s 7th Calvary Chaplain

Above: 
Left: Poster, "7th Cavalry" movie directed by Joseph H. Lewis, 1956, Columbia Pictures
Center: St. Joseph Church, New Ulm, MN by Keith L., http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=74222
Right: Father Valentine Sommereisen, https://volga.domains.unf.edu/biographies/sommereisen-valentine

• Father Valentin Sommereisen was born on May 28, 1829, in Rufach,
Southern Alsace. While studying in Paris, he was recruited for the Diocese of
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Southern Alsace. While studying in Paris, he was recruited for the Diocese of
St. Paul. He finished his studies in Minnesota and was ordained on March 8,
1851. He became the first resident pastor at St. Philip’s in Mankato, Minnesota.
He worked as a missionary among the Indians and French Canadians in
Manitoba, Canada, and in North Dakota and Montana. (Hays City Republican,
Jan. 30, 1897)

• After spending 20 years in Mankato, he moved to Yankton, South Dakota.
During this time, Father Sommereisen, who spoke Sioux, joined the
Yellowstone Expedition in 1873. General George Custer’s 7th Cavalry was
responsible for ensuring the safety of the Northern Pacific Railroad survey
team during the three-month expedition.

• In the fall of 1876, Father Sommereisen left Yankton for Ellis County, Kansas.
He settled in Hays and served a congregation spread over 170 miles along the
Union Pacific Railroad. He established parishes in Hays, Victoria, Munjor,
Catharine, Pfeifer, Schoenchen, Liebenthal, and Rush Center, and began
building churches. When the Capuchins arrived in 1878, he was assigned to
St. Francis Borgia in Cottonwood Falls.

• Father Sommereisen retired to a farm northwest of Hays in 1879. The priest-
farmer became a popular figure among settlers, attracting many visitors to his
vineyards, orchards, and gardens, where he sold his produce directly. He
passed away on January 25, 1897, at the age of 67.

• Marker, “Father Valentine Sommereisen, Pioneer Missionary Priest“
St Josephs Cemetery, New Ulm, MN 56073
GPS: 44.268883, -94.452800

• Inscription (excerpts):
“Valentine Sommereisen was the first resident Catholic priest in three large areas of the
American West: southwestern Minnesota, the Dakota Territory, and western Kansas. Born
28 May 1829 in Rouffach, Alsace, a German–speaking part of eastern France, he was
one of seven theology students who followed the great missionary, Fr. Augustin Ravoux,
to Minnesota in 1854. Sommereisen was ordained by Bishop Joseph Cretin 8 March 1856
in the second Cathedral of St. Paul. [...] From there he ministered to 36 communities in 14
counties in southwest Minnesota. Many area families can trace ancestors’ baptisms,
marriages, and funerals to his signature on parish records.
This is the site of St. Joseph Church, the first Catholic church in Brown County, completed
in 1861. Fr. Sommereisen celebrated the first Mass. [...]. Fr. Sommereisen accompanied
fr. Ravoux, baptizing and consoling 33 of the 38 Dakota Sioux who were hanged in
Mankato on 26 December 1862. Fr. Sommereisen moved west in 1871 to Yankton, then
the capital of Dakota Territory. From there he visited various forts and stations along the
Missouri River.[...] In 1876 Father Sommereisen was appointed pastor at Hays, Kansas,
with the care of six nearby Volga-German settlements and various railroad towns along
the Kansas Pacific. [...] He died 25 January 1897 at age 67 and is buried in St. Joseph's
Cemetery in Hays.”
Erected 2011 by the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Bishop Cretin Assembly, with
research done by Fr. Eugene Hackert and George L. Glotzbach."

•  "Sommereisen was credited with the idea of creating what looked like a
cannon by putting together two sections of stovepipe on a wagon and making
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cannon by putting together two sections of stovepipe on a wagon and making
a small fire, during the Dakota attacks on New Ulm in August 1862....it was
convincing enough to prevent the Dakota from attacking New Ulm a third time."
- Historian chronicles pioneer priest, The Journal, June 6, 2014.

Jean-Baptiste Lamy
First Archbishop of Santa Fe, New Mexico

Above:
Top Left: Statue of Lamy in front of St. Francis Cathedral, Santa Fe, NM. Photo by camerafiend. - Own
work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=891
Top Middle: Jean-Baptiste Lamy, By W. Henry Brown - New Mexico Palace of the Governors Photo
Archives Negative no. 9970, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8919458
Top Right: stained glass window of Archbishop Lamy, St. Francis cathedral, Photo TC © ASSFI 2022
Bottom: Five French-born archbishops, St. Francis cathedral, 1850-1908, Photos TC © ASSFI 2022
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• Jean-Baptiste Lamy (October 11, 1814 – February 13, 1888), served as the
first Archbishop of Santa Fe, New Mexico.Lamy was born in Lempdes, Puy-de-
Dôme, in Auvergne.
• As a missionary in North America, Lamy served at several missions
in Ohio and Kentucky when, to his surprise, he was notified that Pope Pius
IX was appointing him as bishop of the recently created Apostolic Vicariate
of New Mexico on July 23, 1850.
• Lamy was responsible for the construction of the Cathedral Basilica of Saint
Francis of Assisi (commonly known as St. Francis Cathedral) inspired by the
cathedral of Clermont-Ferrand, and the Loretto Chapel inspired by the Sainte
Chapelle in Paris. On February 12, 1875, the Diocese of Santa Fe was
elevated to an archdiocese with Lamy as its first archbishop. He appointed
several priests coming from France as well, and as his successors.
• The village of Lamy, New Mexico, was named after him.

Father Camille Seux
Builder of Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, New Mexico

Above:
Both renovated church and Lourdes chapel across the street were built by French priests with French
architecture in a middle of a pueblo, a radical statement back in the 1880’s.

Left: Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, Owingeh, New Mexico, Photo: University of California Press
Middle; Father Camille Seux, aka Camilo Seux, photo: https://npshistory.com/publications/kessell/nm-
missions/san_juan.htm
Right: San Juan Bautista Church, Owingeh, New Mexico, By Davidhc9 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=28066925

Marker, “Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes – Constructed 1889-1890”
198 Po'Pay Ave, Ohkay Owingeh, NM 87566
GPS: 36.053983, -106.071100

• Inscription (excerpts):
“San Juan Parish's Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes was conceived as place of pilgrimage for
those faithful wishing to honor Our Lady and to be given a glimpse of her place of apparition to
St. Bernadette Soubirou in the Pyrenées Mountains of southern France beginning February 11,

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXl_l8K50BGI4yjtZgcWfENzdiV2yrd2nwqyyH7MlykhQLhrWiQoZVQnxJ6QfIaDS52nNUWhLl-IT9iXPzezBwa3XNTQBh-Dx712OsEwZG9q0P4mHeGR87-Fy7kGbyPYuQ3jqvp6mvTRJsEnR_gs5AhC_L1Pj1apJM&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXl_l8K50BGI4yjtZgcWfENzdiV2yrd2nwqyyH7MlykhQLhrWiQoZVQnxJ6QfIaDS52nNUWhLl-IT9iXPzezBwa3XNTQBh-Dx712OsEwZG9q0P4mHeGR87-Fy7kGbyPYuQ3jqvp6mvTRJsEnR_gs5AhC_L1Pj1apJM&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX_ZUvSHy4dEi9YR177xU_bvwQgTZ_XPE5qAH7TH5WWz-A3LFjGWmmsw3s3g3b9YNi6szFZfD_e-xlo9kBpY1_clDPtcVH7514MJYVjE2GHkCNnZNP5ZAyfYLQmfY6sr_gQvrFdeTKT-4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXSEKIiDCLPPzuaRMqZlPLdIaIpl-JLJ4lUjo-U2aWQCuAlexVXQvejTxVQgQK_vckrJjl212Qo1Dnbe-VhIpgrXc3y8tuVuFxTlWBzMS7vcw=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


St. Bernadette Soubirou in the Pyrenées Mountains of southern France beginning February 11,
1838.
In 1888, 15 years after Lourdes was declared an official Marian apparition by the Church, Fr.
Camillo Seux (born in Lyon, France), our pastor from 1868-1922, erected the statue of Our
Lady of Lourdes that is on the pedestal in front of the church across the street. Large numbers of
pilgrims came to pray on their knees on the pavement beneath the statue. Moved by this sight,
Fr. Seux decided to use his family's inheritance to build the Shrine. 
The Shrine was consecrated and blessed on April 19, 1890 by Archbishop Jean Baptiste
Salpointe. We believe that the architect for the construction of the Shrine was Martin Mouley, the
same architect who built the Basilica of St. Francis and the Loretto Chapel in Santa Fe. The
Shrine is built one-fifth scale to Sainte Chapelle in Paris which was built in 1248 and is the
quintessential model of French Gothic church architecture.
The Shrine is one of only 19 buildings in the United States built entirely out of lava rock. It
contains the original stained-glass windows imported from Claremont, France. 
Fr. Seux, in the tradition of French burials of its famous priests, is buried under the floor boards of
the main aisle, along with his assistant priest for many years, Fr. Alverline who also died in 1922.”

Jean-Baptiste Salpointe
First Bishop of Arizona

Second Archbishop of Santa Fe

Above:
Right: The Cathedral of Saint Augustine, the mother church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Tucson,
Arizona. Initial work on the structure was completed in 1897; the original plans called for a Gothic
structure, but the spires were never completed. It was not until 1928 that the brick structure was
transformed into its present Mexican baroque form, including the cast stone facade, which was inspired
by the Cathedral of Queretaro, Mexico. Photo  by Carol M. Highsmith - United States Library of
Congress's Prints and Photographs division Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=76027252
Middle: Photograph of bishop Salpointe, by Unidentified photographer - Arizona Historical Society, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=33886970
Left: Mausoleum to Bishop Salpointe and other clerics buried at Holy Hope Cemetery, Tucson, Arizona.
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/90875959/jean_baptiste-salpointe/photo#view-photo=62075908

• Jean-Baptiste Salpointe (February 22, 1825 – July 15, 1898) was the first
Bishop of Arizona and the second Archbishop of Santa Fe.
• Salpointe was born in Saint-Maurice-près-Pionsat, Puy-de-Dôme. He
received his preparatory education in a school in Agen and studied the classics
at the College of Clermont (now Clermont-Ferrand). 
• Salpointe was ordained a priest on December 20, 1851, and in 1859 he
volunteered to come to the New Mexico Territory as a missionary.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXhXBzh1-cBgPWsnX8xfiIXNVCCNlNg9bykowvL_0ELKYDjxleHoetet1FjIIrguTi--7pgBpFPzDOFgWOAcbS0l1VmdU3AOwBe1z_1AkAo4-34EMTJWUUEKnvZ0A_H2mM&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXJ85T71Xcg5oJ4AN5oQioaF6Stkle4AZ0YKby6FCu-JW7PG7R9gGRvymuds0lUWbw7wSyrOxIftPetJUisG7GC28hl9ncAflrn_y4-5v1lUQCC2GS2srBB7XskR3_SVhuwNgtFlIfZdo=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX52uNEdi5hhnjd6IFSnERkdNYHC0jD6UTwu1jSBu6BEvTHIiMWDAxZXm8Zz80Aq0IotrENbY6EFvVyGQLnyi9MtT8oo8Br5fBLwOwMFWnewC7Z3Atq9bsZZ2g_Q2Da6UEzo5qe_8A_zY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXX3jpFDRk_BGe2h4Kza5251q-OEl5N1xyInI7RJxxZhBryCDTTy-P-j4JOC0hcibkvc8A5hN6Zy-YR7yG1dN_3B5A7G1QtPY1HbH38gd3uq7chBy1EzgdMz1oYUXx4VlUWEJK-0-x3zzGokK43xHDeFzoDlnDO8bvZrD0ha1my2B-sTjzd6Or9h0OFkvYaVBOV&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


volunteered to come to the New Mexico Territory as a missionary.
• In 1860, Salpointe was assigned to the parish in Mora, New Mexico, where
he served for six years. The expanse of that parish extended for over 200
miles from north to south. 
• On February 7, 1866 Salpointe arrived in Tucson, Arizona, along with two
priests from Santa Fe. At the time Arizona consisted of approximately 6,000
settlers in some half a dozen settlements and several mining camps, as well as
the Native Americans that inhabited the territory. Salpointe set about building
churches, organizing new congregations, and founding schools and hospitals
in the territory. According to historian David Leighton, of the Arizona Daily Star
newspaper, Salpointe helped complete the San Agustin Church in Tucson.
This was the first cathedral church built in what was then called the Arizona
Territory, now the State of Arizona. In 1868 Arizona was given the status of a
Vicariate Apostolic by the Church and Salpointe was appointed its first bishop. 
• Archbishop Salpointe retired on January 7, 1894, and moved to Tucson,
where he wrote a History of the Catholic Church in the Southwestern United
States.
• Salpointe died on July 15, 1898, and is buried under the altar of St. Augustine
Cathedral in Tucson. Salpointe Catholic High School in that city is named in his
honor.

Marker, “His Excellency, The Most Reverend Jean-Baptiste Salpointe”
First Bishop of Arizona, La Catedral de San Augustin
Veinte de Agosto Park, Tucson, AZ 85701
GPS: 32.221467, -110.972650

• Inscription:
“On this site stood the Catedral de San Agustin, the first church near the Tucson Presidio,
Arizona Territory. The adobe and stone structure was built under the direction of Bishop
Salpointe in 1883.”

Father Edouard Gérard
Founder first Catholic church in Phoenix, Arizona

Above:
Left: Saint Mary's Basilica on the corner of 3rd Street and Brazos in downtown Phoenix, AZ. Photo by
Saint Christopher Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16468699
Middle: Rev. Edouard Gérard, who was the first priest ordained (February 2, 1877) in Arizona. Photo
added by cstreip, 2017, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/173297702/edward-gerard#view-
photo=157657633

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXk47HJhG0PA5PB9y9w0ZAsIKhySYMfkVJAJ70tGPEsbmc9EWiQ_8J_XF_ShvbLUfEPmCCYe1oVbbignKR97VuycShFjpuX3AregLJRj-KfjY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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photo=157657633
Right: Father Edouard Gerard Marker, historic site, by Bill Kirchner, 2010
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=27626

• From his obituary in the Salt Lake City Tribune, Dec. 26, 1936:
"Death Claims Pioneer Priest: Prescott, Ariz., Dec. 25 - Monsignor Edward Gerard,
for 30 years vicar general of the Arizona diocese of the Catholic Church, and builder
of the faith's first church in Phoenix (St. Mary's Basilica in 1881), died peacefully at
Mercy Hospital here Friday. Father Edward was one of the foremost of the pioneer
priests in Arizona, coming to this place in 1876. He traveled between Tombstone,
Florence and Phoenix by horseback to say Masses. He resigned as vicar general to
become chaplain for the Sisters of Mercy at Silver City, N.M., remaining there until
1914, when he was transferred here. Funeral rites will be held in Prescott, Phoenix
and Tucson Monday. Burial will be in Tucson."Construction of a church on the
present site of Third and Monroe Streets began in 1880 under the supervision
of, who was the first priest ordained (February 2, 1877) in Arizona. The church
was built of adobe, 60’ x 40’, with a steeple pitched, shingled roof. With its
completion, the church was dedicated by Bishop Salpointe on June 24, 1881.
Rev. Joseph Bloise, the first resident priest, came in 1825. His successor,
Rev. François X. Jouvenceau, came in 1887."

Marker, “Father Edouard Gérard, Founder First Catholic Church in Phoenix, 1881”
St. Mary's Basilica, 231 North 3rd Street, Phoenix AZ 85004
GPS: 33.450500, -112.069250

• Inscription:
“The first priest ordained in Arizona, Father Edouard Gerard, attended the Catholic
people of Phoenix from Florence, Arizona, where he was the pastor of the Church of the
Assumption from 1877 to 1885. For many years, Father Gerard was Vicar General of the
Vicariate Apostolic and Diocese of Tucson. In recognition of his service to the Church, he
was named Domestic Prelate by Pope Pius XI. This devoted French missionary died in
Prescott, on Christmas Day, 1936, and is buried in Holy Hope Cemetery in Tucson.”
Erected by Diocese of Phoenix and Arizona Historical Society.”

Pacific NorthWest

Father Eugène Chirouse
First priest ordained in Oregon

"Apostle to the Indians"

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXKOeiv5E48PsYjG0Puxzk58HS7T8DCeqvR2OREr1-iFYKQWIlckuSKpqfwVKcvvUcQLLX06OnNO0EL_GLrv5olwBQiwZjxsYlnUUPnbbcUKwICSTmLJAZ2zhK2gZHzhkMt13mQpno2lgWJcHWKW0BQzysANjOfwAlSdRFaj0dSk4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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Above:
Left: St Anne's Mission at Tulalip Indian Agency, 1910, Marysville, WA
Courtesy National Archives (NAID: 75613214)
Middle: Father Eugène Chirouse, Encyclopedia of Washington History,
https://www.historylink.org/file/9033
Right: Young Chief, Young Chief. Photo by Adrian R. Munnick., Photo:
https://ww2020.net/history-websites/saint-rose-of-the-cayouse-mission

• Father Eugene Chirouse was born in France in Bourg-de-Péage on May 8,
1821 and was a missionary who traveled with the Oblates in the Far West. He
was the first priest ordained in Oregon.
• He lived and worked among the Yakamas from 1848-1856 and for a short
time was missionary to the Cayuse tribe.
• He was a master of Salish dialects, translating the scriptures, authoring a
grammar and a catechism, and creating an English-Salish/Salish-English
dictionary.
• He wrote a short method to learn the Snohomish Indian language in 14
lessons “Prepared for the use of missionaries to the Indians. Includes grammar
rules, some vocabulary, and prayers.”
• He was well loved in the region and is still remembered. He died in British
Columbia in 1892.

Marker, « Saint Rose Mission” & Father Eugène Chirouse
“Apostle to the Indians of Puget Sound”
8174 Old Highway 12, Walla Walla, WA 99362
GPS: 46.050817, -118.508550

• Inscription (excerpts):
“The first of three Saint Rose missions in the area was established in 1847 at the
confluence of the Yakama and Columbia rivers by Father Eugene Chirouse and was
vacated the same year during the Cayuse War. In 1853, Saint Rose of the Cayouse
Mission and Cemetery were established several miles southeast of here along
Yellowhawk Creek, and that mission was burned in 1855 during the Yakama War. A log
chapel was moved to the vicinity of the Frenchtown site in 1863 and a cemetery was
established there along the Walla Walla River [...] the Saint Rose of Lima Mission Church
[..] served the French-Canadian community in the area until about 1900.” [...] In 1838,
Catholic fathers Modeste Demers and François Norbert Blanchet were the first Catholic
missionaries to pass through this area. They baptised willing local tribal people and
employees at Fort Nez Perces. Erected by Tamastslikt Cultural Institute”.

• On August 8, 1855, Father Chirouse wrote to Bishop J.B.A. Brouillet:
“For four months I have been with the dear Cayouses. By working I have been able to
build a house of two rooms, 12′ by 15′, and have cultivated enough land to provide food
for myself and to sell some of the vegetables. Young Chief, in accordance with the other
great chiefs, has given me, written with his sign and the sign of others, some land (here),

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXD6NqpDd-EcvlD_0W6AFwPwlrIBQKcNaIJBT2QkUM2nodZDDgkXVptY9-yIdnr3TIdi6SxbKglSjBW-GVX5UkbGg6gZU0JVTifDTEMt_6ZX4i_1OlQ-jaLepqhOcm61VVr6RfIgW6ZV_B5clgYtYOmI3J4rFYsTCTs-3D8dWEyK-mRwexH73xXLA0XId4Tjvo&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXb_hCxp6nlRE4bgsS4amx96xDUDf-ubxK2cKp9hJACLcGSlKr9QiB4Rc9lt7dedXF1sFunGYG_oMdsj-jJ-IIsaQPsQbjrcTRte0XOu97G7k=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXb_hCxp6nlRE4bgsS4amx96xDUDf-ubxK2cKp9hJACLcGSlKr9QiB4Rc9lt7dedXF1sFunGYG_oMdsj-jJ-IIsaQPsQbjrcTRte0XOu97G7k=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXHJSrGdGJS2xHXY_jYgA7L8ERLSz-j3g60D9ivZGwFAgAvVqM2LBHecA9J7og_T2ehSCZMPh-uum2ZQv3fQVyCBBnpUbYMJAMze1cfjt5WIBftiwOHdfIzfGk08I9QeU6MOasUa8fVHZKO4MT9E51xA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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great chiefs, has given me, written with his sign and the sign of others, some land (here),
about 4 miles above the Whitman Mission…It would tempt no one, but its richness and
beauty are hidden. For I believe I have found the most fertile place….It might be, dear sir,
that I misjudge, but I do not believe that this mission will flourish for a long time, neither
with the whites nor with the Indians..."

Rev. Francis Norbert Blanchet
Archbishop of Oregon City, Oregon

Rev. Augustin-Magloire Blanchet
Bishop of Nesqually (Walla-Walla, Seattle)

&
Modeste Detmers

First priest in Oregon City, Bishop of Vancouver Island
Founders of the Catholic Church in Washington & Oregon

Above:
Left : Sign to the historical settlement of Frenchtown, Washington from Highway 12
Photo: Thayne Tuason, own work
https://eatdrinkwallawalla.com/2024/04/23/exploring-frenchtown-a-brief-history-of-a-
northwest-settlement/
Middle: "Founders of the Catholic Church in the Northwest," (left to right) Bishop
Magloire Blanchet, Archibishop Norbert Blanchet, Bishop M. Demers, ca. 1838
Courtesy Oregon Historical Research Library (bb002271) -
https://www.historylink.org/File/9514
Right: Saint Rose Cemetery interpretive sign and memorial crosses at Frenchtown,
Washington. The white obelisk bear the family name of persons buried in the
cemetery. Photo: Thayne Tuason, own work
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e4/Frenchtown_WA-
_Saint_Rose_Cemetery-_sign.jpg

• François Norbert Blanchet was born near Saint-Pierre-de-la-Rivière-du-Sud
in Québec. He and his younger brother, Augustin-Magloire Blanchet,
attended the Seminary of Quebec and became priests in 1819. Blanchet was
assigned to work with the Micmac and Acadian communities in what is now
New Brunswick. To communicate with the local Irish population, he learned
English.
• In 1838, Blanchet was named Vicar General of the Oregon Country, working

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXAfQwyRe3gQjURZLZK6YelwL93TxD1CcxwhO-DwzMs9uDlo0aRV585ecXg_7Q_rtqtmxqg3QBBgWE4VTa6xfJYCP41sakDXtlKiE8JIl9EbGC0VJhdLLuLA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXTyqxgK2JZcO0KauGOolzRZfBaXwVX_c25IjVUThBYbxBstQpfDgAWf60VKkcqsPzzob50yg8r3AdbVQYA72vSUl1gPzGXzIKDOA2Bv4PN5oYgo_upSEIbNJjbBGttpiLslUc_vx9SuP6XEXiTJROlmyQ7OXXfb5z099cyTSBYHVVBa16V0FExx9MfDnhUEX3KAFNWpDvK3w=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXz7cmK0fcs5-0GW4joXMrHVHx7tyjc4wal1He3SuiJq9mUEulsRumaAvY_FP5C94Me2PjN5_xYLeYcm8krAedBEOLnVIHpJK76mG4NR4jFsY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXqRSi03ncXpTHZlTrLQWfudaM3mIpebbXPi2qR7P2vHMdEb4h8PSQN9Zaa9DqSkNyCgAyEzyi9eXknZZMlcRcz4G4pHIyFhCgCWlsnj91f4VNIi7J8ohD58nEciwGKh1_RJHHahfnNPK3ck9TUKmicBAd6wcJ4Jj-51BhjSDm-xzLoP_FD3419T_sKhddnzrF&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• In 1838, Blanchet was named Vicar General of the Oregon Country, working
alongside fellow priest Modeste Demers to support missionary activities.
Archbishop Joseph Signay of Quebec instructed them to study local Indian
languages to better serve the native people: "In order to make yourselves
sooner useful to the natives... you will apply yourselves... to the study of the
Indian languages... so as to be able to publish a grammar after some of your
residence there."
• In 1843, Pope Gregory XVI established the Vicariate Apostolic of the Oregon
Territory and appointed Blanchet as its vicar apostolic.
• An amazing journey to be consecrated...:
Since there were no bishops in the west to consecrate him, he traveled back to
Quebec for this ceremony. His journey began in December 1844, taking him
through various locations including Honolulu, Cape Horn, and England, and
then to Montréal, covering a distance of 22,000 miles (35,000 km)!
• Blanchet became the Bishop of Oregon City, while Demers was appointed
Bishop of Vancouver Island and Augustin Blanchet became Bishop of Walla
Walla. The Diocese of Oregon City was elevated to an archdiocese on July 29,
1850, and François Blanchet was made archbishop.
• He retired in 1880 but kept the title of archbishop and was assigned to a
titular see, as was customary at the time. He passed away in 1883 and was
buried at St. Paul Cemetery in St. Paul, Oregon.

• François’s youngest brother, Augustin-Magloire Blanchet, served as Bishop
of Walla Walla until 1850 and then became the Bishop of the Diocese of
Nesqually, which later evolved into the Diocese of Seattle.

• Modeste Demers was born on October 11, 1809, in Saint-Nicolas, Quebec,
He studied at the seminary in Quebec, and was ordained in 1836. In 1838, he
traveled to the Willamette Valley in what would later become Oregon,
alongside Blanchet. Demers quickly engaged with the local trading post and
the Chinookan people. He learned their language and worked on creating a
dictionary, catechism, prayer book, and hymns in Chinook.
• In 1844, he became the first priest in Oregon City. His skills in French and
English, along with his interest in native languages, helped him in his mission.
In 1847, he was made Bishop of Vancouver Island by Bishop François Norbert
Blanchet and was also appointed as the apostolic administrator for the Queen
Charlotte Islands and New Caledonia in Canada. He passed away on July 28,
1871.

Marker, « Sainte Rose Mission”
8174 Old Highway 12, Walla Walla WA 99362
GPS: 46.050817, -118.508550

• Inscription (excerpts):
“The first of three Saint Rose missions in the area was established in 1847 at the confluence of
the Yakama and Columbia rivers by Father Eugene Chirouse and was vacated the same year
during the Cayuse War. In 1853, Saint Rose of the Cayouse Mission and Cemetery were
established several miles southeast of here along Yellowhawk Creek, and that mission was
burned in 1855 during the Yakama War. A log chapel was moved to the vicinity of the Frenchtown
site in 1863 and a cemetery was established there along the Walla Walla River. In 1876 the river
burials were moved to a hill at the Frenchtown site and the Saint Rose of Lima Mission Church

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXnlqYoinuGEPNe8m8tpytGm0gwZ4pEBpjrEjkY5fPevIb7s2uiYnbkOzumSoLbaVcgpNIGct0Q5RpClI3PIMHgS_z7DOhxTBDBHG8rpKr2E4=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


burials were moved to a hill at the Frenchtown site and the Saint Rose of Lima Mission Church
was erected on the lower portion of the site, which served the French-Canadian community in the
area until about 1900.
[...] At the time, missionaries and governments believed that the formal education of and adoption
of Christianity by Indian peoples would result in the assimilation of Indians. [...] In 1838, Catholic
fathers Modeste Demers and Francois Norbert Blanchet were the first Catholic missionaries to
pass through this area. They baptised willing local tribal people and employees at Fort Nez
Perces.
For his Saint Rose of the Cayouse Mission, Father Eugene Chirouse applied for a donation
claim on 160 acres near the confluence of Yellowhawk Creek and the Walla Walla River adjoining
the claim of William McBean.[...]. In 1876, the St. Rose of Lima Mission Church was established
by Fr. Charles Augustin Richard and a framed church building was erected on the lower portion
of the site on land donated by Marcel Gagnon. The church building was removed in 1911, and
the wood was used to build a grocery at Ninth & Chestnut in Walla Walla.
Erected by Tamastslikt Cultural Institute.”

Marker, « Sainte Rose Mission”
8100 Old Hwy 12, Walla Walla, WA 99362
GPS: 46.048067, -118.510683

• Inscription :
“Here stood

St. Rose Mission
also known as Frenchtown

1850 - 1900
Land Donation Claim of Narcisse Reymond

Cemetery on hill north
Oregon Volunteers fought Indians Dec. 7, 8, 9, 1855

Chief Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox of Walla Walla's slain.  
Erected by Home economic clubs of Walla Walla County.”

Marker, « St. James Mission — Officers Row —”
Fort Vancouver Way, Vancouver WA 98661
GPS: 45.625650, -122.665550

• Inscription :
“Many employees of Fort Vancouver were of French-Canadian descent, and had been raised as
Roman Catholics. Separated by thousands of miles from their home parishe, these men pleaded
with the Bishop of Quebec to send them priests.
The Reverend Francis Norbert Blanchet and the Reverend Modeste Demers arrived at Fort
Vancouver in 1838 at the official request of Dr. John McLoughlin, and established the first
Catholic mission in the Oregon Country. In 1844, the Hudson’s Bay company donated a tracte of
land northwest of the fort for the construction of a proper mission. By 1872, the St. James
Mission was recorded as containing 28 separate structures, including a church, orphanage,
laundry, bake house, hospital, and college for boys.
The U.S. Army established Vancouver Barracks around the Mission claim, and legal wranglings
on the ownership of the property were not resolved by the U.S. Supreme Court until 1895. The
Mission was closed by the Army in 1887, when they forced the inhabitants to abandon the
grounds. The church and most of the other buildings were destroyed by arson in 1888.”
Erected by Vancouver National Historic Reserve."

Hawaii

Alexis Bachelot
Inaugural Prefect Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXkE2s-Ia39xeR1Abe1OtV4iJMX1cz_eDvXVlxf_3X5A-lUKlWhtlDpv36l8q0_iN9aq5yNCvoPP-g867E3mxEmMw9L5A5d8BpCdzoWMORRGc=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXpbGUM-A_SlrbRBy7CQdS_WAMneflgdKz6xGwIHrFGm5zZd2ShuRHpqsXcPOEh5bdKSGgJ3RLHm7tgdkUy54dxUPyvJ5xBONwWCN-A29P0oQ=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Inaugural Prefect Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands

Étienne Rouchouze
First Catholic church in the Kingdom

&
Msgr. Louis-Désiré Maigret

Our Lady of Peace or Malia O Ka Malu cathedral basilica

Above:
Left: Alexis Bachelot, SS.CC., inaugural Prefect Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands
By Unknown author - Sacred Hearts Archives, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=34219523
Middle: Etienne Jérôme Rouchouze SS.CC. (1798–1842) Vicar Apolstolic of Eastern Oceania, Public
Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=34511094
Right: Louis Désiré Maigret, SS.CC., (September 14, 1804—June 11, 1882), served as the first vicar
apostolic of the Vicariate Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands; now the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Honolulu. By Unknown author - Hawaii State Archives, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15800415
Bottom Left: Episocopal arms of Msgr. Rouchouze, Vicar Apostolic of Oriental Oceania, in the Cathedral
of our Lady of Peace, Honolulu. By Aloysius Patacsil https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=34783810
Bottom Middle: Eastern face of Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace in en:Honolulu, Hawaii, By blahedo -
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1103222
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1103222
Bottom Right: Memorial stone at Maigret's burial crypt in the Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace, Honolulu.
By User:Aloysius Patacsil - https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=34783670

• Alexis Bachelot, SS.CC., was a prominent Catholic priest who served as the
inaugural Prefect Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands, leading the first
permanent Catholic mission to the Kingdom of Hawaii.
• Born as Jean-Augustin Bachelot on February 22, 1796, in Saint-Cyr-la-
Rosière, Orne, France, he pursued his priesthood education at the Preparatory
Seminary of Picpus in Paris after leaving home in 1806.
• In the early 1820s, Jean Baptiste Rives, a French adviser to the Hawaiian
king Kamehameha II, traveled to Europe to seek support from European
Catholics for a mission to Hawaii. The Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of
Jesus and Mary responded positively to his proposal, and in 1825, Pope Leo
XII assigned them the task of evangelizing Hawaii. Bachelot was appointed as
the Prefect Apostolic of the Sandwich Islands and led the first permanent
mission to Hawaii.
• However, Kamehameha II passed away in 1824 and his younger brother
Kamehameha III ascended to the throne, with Queen Kaʻahumanu serving as
Kuhina Nui. On the advice of Hiram Bingham I, a Protestant missionary who
had converted the Hawaiian royalty four years earlier, Queen Kaʻahumanu
adopted a hostile stance towards Catholicism and refused to allow the
missionaries to stay upon their arrival.
• Suspecting them to be covert agents of the French government, she
persecuted Catholics from 1829 until her death in 1832, forbidding Hawaiians
from attending masses and instructing Bachelot not to proselytize.
• Bachelot and his fellow missionaries lived in three small rented structures for
several months, conducting their first mass on the island in a grass hut. They
later purchased a small plot of land and built a chapel, which was dedicated
as the Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace in 1843.
• After being deported to North America, Bachelot taught and evangelized in
Los Angeles until King Kamehameha III allowed his return. However, the King
changed his mind 13 days after Bachelot's return, prompting the French
government to send the frigate L'Artémise to Hawaii in 1839 to force the
government to stop persecuting Catholics. In response to this show of force,
King Kamehameha III granted Catholics freedom of religion.
• Bachelot translated a prayer book into Hawaiian (O Ke A'o Ana Kristiano,
"Christian Doctrine", c. 1831), authored a catechism in Hawaiian (He Ōlelo
Ho'ona'auao, "A Word of Instruction", 1831), and wrote an introduction to
Hawaiian grammar in French (Notes Grammaticales, "Grammatical Notes",
1834).
• There is a Bachelot Street honoring Jean-Augustin Bachelot in Honolulu, HI
96817, GPS: 21.324450, -157.854017

• Étienne Jérôme Rouchouze was born on February 28, 1798, in Saint-
Sauveur-en-Rue, Auvergne, France. He joined the Picpus Fathers in 1817 and
became the first vicar apostolic of Eastern Oceania in 1833, which included
Tahiti, the Marquesas, and Hawaii.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXFPVEE8HI-A81WsE8bgt8Za1YQM2kdmEVgvmzHxELvAgtPhBQdvbxNI8j_s2zjIhU1wOuIqpMV8P8-DYEdcXNf9q2DJmw54qaXD8hU9iDUpUaF16ESC1t6abfl8hQF56It6VT5m1C0GA=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXzTfz0X6Au4dlbsB7a3XkYEybsGsAW5r_HqNdK18NarsXc-7zpGHtFUIwZr5vx6y0JIqm5ZJAYwLBTk6XB156uQ0VPUTC8C80xJuFtmBOd_5NEb4YMNDByLeljk2MzpJTDf8fvCbxOj8=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXBMMnMFr1ITXB35mA4lbG-LzJEkrhbGW4CLjy0rvycGItB8XiXyrmWV8GpDFje7UbXc9n6dRR_aPA8donx8loDBfgohJSaNLSRRJh5cdbm9I=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXBMMnMFr1ITXB35mA4lbG-LzJEkrhbGW4CLjy0rvycGItB8XiXyrmWV8GpDFje7UbXc9n6dRR_aPA8donx8loDBfgohJSaNLSRRJh5cdbm9I=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Tahiti, the Marquesas, and Hawaii.
• In 1840, he participated in the French naval expedition that restored Catholic
rights in Hawaii, installing Louis Désiré Maigret as Apostolic Vicar in Honolulu.
• After returning to France, he recruited 24 missionaries and nuns to travel to
the Marquesas Islands. Their ship, the Marie-Joseph, was initially thought to
have sunk in the Pacific after crossing the Cape Horn. However, recent
research suggests they were captured, killed and eaten by the natives on
Easter Island. (https://www.tahiti-infos.com/Carnet-de-voyage-Mgr-Rouchouze-
devore-a-l-ile-de-Paques_a157226.html)
• A plaque and a bust mark his birthplace, and a stained glass window
featuring his episcopal coat-of-arms can be seen at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Peace in Honolulu: Cathedral Lady of Peace, 1184 Bishop St,
Honolulu, HI 96813, GPS: 21.310925, -157.859555

• Louis Désiré Maigret, SS.CC., (September 14, 1804—June 11, 1882),
served as the first vicar apostolic of the Vicariate Apostolic of the Sandwich
Islands; now the Roman Catholic Diocese of Honolulu.
• Louis Désiré Maigret was born in Saint-Pierre-de-Maillé, Dept of Vienne in
Western France, and was ordained to the priesthood as a member of the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary at the age of 24. As part
of his missionary work, Father Maigret embarked on a voyage to the Kingdom
of Hawaiʻi to assist in the establishment of its Catholic community of native
Hawaiians.
• Following the unfortunate loss of the Vicar Apostolic of Oriental Oceania,
Msgr. Étienne Rouchouze, SS.CC., at sea aboard the ill-fated Marie Joseph in
early 1843, the Holy See appointed Father Maigret as the first vicar
apostolic of the Sandwich Islands on September 11, 1846, at the age of 42.
He was officially ordained as a bishop of the titular see of Arathia (Arad) on
November 28, 1847, at the age of 43.
• Bishop Maigret was responsible for overseeing the construction of what
would become his most enduring legacy, the Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of
Peace. Upon his passing, Maigret was interred in the crypt beneath the
sanctuary.
 • On August 15, 1843, Msgr. Louis-Désiré Maigret dedicated the cathedral
basilica under the title of Our Lady of Peace or Malia O Ka Malu. It is reputed
to be the oldest cathedral in continuous use as a cathedral in the United
States. As a gesture of reconciliation, Kamehameha III granted a portion of the
royal estate to the first Roman Catholic missionaries led by Apostolic Vicar
Étienne Rouchouze to construct the first Roman Catholic church in the
kingdom. Etienne Rouchouze was lost at sea in 1843 on board the Marie
Joseph.
• A Memorial Stone honors Mgr Louis-Désiré Maigret at:
Cathedral Lady of Peace, Crypt, 1184 Bishop St, Honolulu, HI 96813
GPS: 21.310925,157.859555

"JLL RR.DD.
Ludovicus Maigret

Ep. Arth. Vic. Ap.
Jns. Sanduj.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXbeSTfU1OmW3t9Y-A9XaFnqZEM_6IDngO1bRmiuwF1ABklWIiVDe1qwK6idH4a2d0i-W1MQ_zVPSHzKxJ8fZJwThNgdWoADZOEzCoX4Xyg2gChyO5V7StT38WVIZOqX3CfhXLP0gsfAh3ubuyWhxD_uzBW_lxDmjv15mKJmTwWlNIMrkYE5ZuAQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXEAg-mXuS0-drMR3XcpTVNg4szaSJGyI-kjnKd7ReFo5z4fM3MLEHFnq6rqJqFCVGC5u5oxkKF83f0jQg4Q_PpKsqRJRizbrLb3Y7TfXJS6k=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXEAg-mXuS0-drMR3XcpTVNg4szaSJGyI-kjnKd7ReFo5z4fM3MLEHFnq6rqJqFCVGC5u5oxkKF83f0jQg4Q_PpKsqRJRizbrLb3Y7TfXJS6k=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Jns. Sanduj.
n.i. Gallia 14 Sept. 1804

Electus Est
11 Jul. 1847
Mortuus Est
11 Jun. 1882

R.I.P."

Additional notes:
Other French-built churches and institutions

in Honolulu and Maui

Above:
Left: Sacred Heart Church, Honolulu, Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacred_Heart_Church-
Punahou#:~:text=6%20External%20links-,Background,was%20ordained%20at%20the%20chapel.
Right: Maria Lanakila Catholic Church, Lahaina, Maui
https://living-maui.com/maria-lanakila-catholic-
church/#:~:text=Their%20mission%20has%20remained%20the,Mass%20Schedules

• The Catholic Church has been in Hawaii since 1827, when the first
missionaries from France arrived from the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary. The first Roman Catholic Mass on Maui occurred in 1846.

• In Maui, the first Mass was celebrated in a grass hut on Front Street,
Lahaina, on January 25, 1841. However, it was not until April 21, 1846, when
Frs. Modest Favens, Barnabe Castan, and Brother John-Marie Gabriac came,
that the Catholic Church was formally established on the island. Although there
was some pushback from the Protestant community, the missionaries
concentrated on serving the growing Catholic population and planning a new
church.

• In 1850, Father Albert Bouillon became the leader, and work began on
Maria Lanakila Church. After eight years, it was finished and dedicated to Our
Lady of Victory (Maria Lanakila) on September 8, 1858. The church, reflecting
the missionaries' love for Mary and built in a Romanesque style, had high

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXiUcZA_8q-vIU2YOZred011VMRzN0MtSSlI5o_b0GqUINyUVX4zzJJEyKvNlZpbz2jXDBhLUZcxtbojKIUv_BVOuO3KPpR3QaB6W67Cbb0zTZGWjhgJqo5bY2GtqD4H5Y&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXvni_Yyf-EIUhlUEWK0rIHaTEcIeuyg4CA1EgZLa0MxbHpm57nKHiabtu5xo74kivcVTAZX51eU-NiLq_au8oDQdp99EwbKyvn3sI688rU6RLrCXy8LHNqKYrPo_rqTPSuFt6fhlJnjHgml989228P1Hb37CRYvU75tNbOroAX4Kogu4InbKwj7rcoyzHU1p-h_CuOcs6sqEJLdG6fgVpRCN8iHJ5r8RkKp52JzBiTKeU2JBE_FAjnP0EMk_rhZ8yKzkLuNMypRnB3_eD7c_feQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXZOhydN_uUGroICXV54xS8RK4OAHWwPeCJYy778XKHVZdW3T9JSLavM_q87oBs4dXPDYej_r6UQjUUmObLFKjwqdpb5FdefBXtREe3XXTKLHkUiHpDDkxtq9dydb9QTpIZgFaBQYXnZNrnR2zVknWC2TACIOxKDcS4-6u9o8fXGcrS_CQqsr1Tg1I4iDWnAy5UxMu3x43jgRRJQfxC1jwLheg_ruGXODtmtnC9s-w9G1YdKTUBUH4vA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


the missionaries' love for Mary and built in a Romanesque style, had high
narrow windows, a vaulted ceiling, and intricately carved altars. For many
years, Hawaiians preferred using lauhala mats instead of pews, honoring their
traditional worship practices.

• Father Albert Bouillon also established a parish school called Sacred Hearts
School in 1862, which has been educating Maui's children for over 150 years.
It began with just two classrooms next to the church, and in 1870, two more
classrooms were added, doubling the school's capacity.

Other noteworthy legacies of the French presence in Honolulu:

• Sacred Heart Church-Punahou is situated at 1701 Wilder Avenue in
Honolulu, Hawaii. French priest Father Clement Evrard founded the church in
1864. It was dedicated in 1914, and Bachelot Hall was added in 1923. The
rectory was built in 1927, and the church was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places on February 6, 2001.

• Saint Louis School:
Known as the College of ʻĀhuimanu when it was founded in 1846 by the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a French religious
Order formed during the French Revolution. After relocating to downtown
Honolulu in 1881, the school was renamed the College of Saint Louis, in honor
of Louis Maigret, the Bishop of Honolulu's patron saint. Étienne Jérôme
Rouchouze, Louis Désiré Maigret, and Alexis Bachelot were all part of the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

This narrative comes to an end. The efforts of these missionaries did not
cease on January 1st, 1900. Many others continued their important work
in America throughout the 20th Century, and still contiinue to do so up
until today, despite the decreasing number of priests in France and
Western Europe overall.
We entrust future members of our Society in the 22nd Century with the
responsibility to honor and remember them...

Tribute to the American Volunteers
who joined the Lafayette Flying Corps:

We continue our series started in October 2023 with tributes to members of the
Escadrille Lafayette, later part of the Lafayette Flying Corps. For access to our
Bulletin dedicated to the Escadrille Lafayette, please click on:
https://conta.cc/3Qz0Xjl (original version in English)
https://conta.cc/3QCRqYM (version en français)

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjNOChDdTDy-S3y2NYNgMzQvOW21_M-OeKCvzpOxTOaxO8_4K--dChhJbgQJq3tpD9Q8B0ng3NFguG09mmgY2Df_VPpndiKFiw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzuf2gGtE3KS-lJxcTxUw36DeFdzlUJ3tOBtzRPduAlRBj6GuBwd5NmEFdnr4MofIi8Qqc0iFMnV_WceInza4T6qpf-vqkRvKbQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


This month we are paying tribute to:

Sgt Cyrus Foss Chamberlain
"Mort Pour la France"

at Gandelu (Aisne) June 13, 1918

Note*: "Mort pour la France" meaning "Died for France," is a legal term in France. It is an honor given to
those who lost their lives in conflicts while serving the country. This phrase appears on their death
certificates. Both French citizens and foreign volunteers can receive this recognition.

Above:
Left: Cyrus Foss Chamberlain, https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/people_details.php?
PeopleID=1851
Center: Page from his French "Livret Militaire",
https://www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr/fr/ark:/40699/m005239d978a713c/5242bc443d6d1
Right: Photo of Cyrus Foss Chamberlain chosen by his parents to illustrate the book they privately
Published; First Edition (January 1, 1918), "Letters of Cyrus Foss Chamberlain. a Member of the
Lafayette Flying Corps. Hardcover – January 1, 1918"

• Cyrus Foss Chamberlain was born in February 1889 to a wealthy banker in
Minneapolis, Francis A. Chamberlain, who was Chairman of the First and
Security National Bank
• He graduated from Princeton University in 1910 and returned to Minneapolis
to work as a partner at the Marsh and McLennan insurance firm until the spring
of 1917.
• In June 1917 he traveled to France in June 1917 to train and joined the
Lafayette Flying Corps. He started his training at Avord, opting for the Bleriot
school because he believed it would prepare him for action more quickly,
despite being tougher. He graduated in October and moved to Pau for
advanced training on Nieuport planes.
• On May 19, 1917, Cyrus traveled to France on the S.S. Chicago, arriving in
Bordeaux on May 29. He joined the French Service Aeronautique on June 3,

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXLpXT1bf3ZBKQAXwJEoxdcL3fLP5ChVbFfcNjLyGeFUWxo_rKpBEwM_ZshHAJe1cgD6T_hpRdNnusNrMP3nwYzijbYhTdCOL9B3lODEY3ttF983Rm8Rg1YL3Pgh-VAxGlrbcf3NQ4tJiZp9kSme6aXWYlRD3a-M54egHTIYss1UY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXs68x2Z7RJdJ492euBD0V1DpPtq9BqOMLyrra3EpvkkOPJ0cS5Q0QFoSVqtBJMcAwE_hiEzJJQOUWJL58FV8Ac1-KEvug0EmCiaSqWCO34uB5QwpwrC1eAYTlC_LLCcC0RNmGqVgSVLTztOJmb4-ZdWgCpA763gfP&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXDhqnnIjSXaKfpDRYiJK9gB-eRr302XTr4iP8zUAsJ5laMOQn4LXTwclAIz62kJN8T3zazKCOE-pEjM9eQmk0WgOodv-NFX0lOQ8cM32rVEnKK5JP-Av4F3aHIJkWnfCp5CxgD9am317kbQ3OnR8GwuB9Q00Z1Nnb2e8sX4rnTyLlw2mM1U8ZOnVqQhDcJPmq&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXLpXT1bf3ZBKQAXwJEoxdcL3fLP5ChVbFfcNjLyGeFUWxo_rKpBEwM_ZshHAJe1cgD6T_hpRdNnusNrMP3nwYzijbYhTdCOL9B3lODEY3ttF983Rm8Rg1YL3Pgh-VAxGlrbcf3NQ4tJiZp9kSme6aXWYlRD3a-M54egHTIYss1UY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Bordeaux on May 29. He joined the French Service Aeronautique on June 3,
1917, and from June 6 to December 8, he trained in aviation and gunnery. He
started his training at Avord, opting for the Bleriot school because he believed
it would prepare him for action more quickly, despite being tougher. He
excelled in his training and received praise from his instructors.He graduated in
October and moved to Pau for advanced training on Nieuport planes. He
earned his brevet on the Caudron on October 15, 1917.
• Cyrus was assigned to Escadrille SPAD 85 at the Front on December 12,
1917, and moved to SPAD 98 on January 9, 1918. During the German
offensive in spring 1918, his squadron conducted missions over enemy lines.
• On June 13, Chamberlain was killed during a patrol. His unit of three was
attacked by 13 German planes. His two fellow pilots reported that he tried to
distract the Germans to help them escape. He was likely shot down, as his
plane was seen diving to the ground at full speed.
• Cyrus Chamberlain received the Croix de Guerre with Palm posthumously.
• Initially buried in a military cemetery in Coulommiers, his remains were later
moved to the Lafayette Flying Corps memorial near Paris in 1928. He also has
a cenotaph located in Victory Memorial Drive, Minneapolis, Hennepin County,
Minnesota.
• In 1989, he was inducted into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame.

• In 1923, Speedway Field in Minneapolis was renamed "Wold–Chamberlain
Field" to honor World War I pilots Ernest Groves Wold and Cyrus Foss
Chamberlain. In 1944, it was changed to "Minneapolis–St. Paul Metropolitan
Airport/Wold-Chamberlain Field," and four years later, "International" took the
place of "Metropolitan". The airport IATA code is: MSP.
Thus the official name of the airport is:
"Minneapolis–St. Paul International Airport/Wold-Chamberlain Field"
However, the Wold–Chamberlain part of the name is seldom seen, regrettably.

After his death, his parents published a compilation of his letters into a
book, originally for private distribution, now available on Amazon:
"Letters of Cyrus Foss Chamberlain. a Member of the Lafayette Flying
Corps. Hardcover – January 1, 1918"

In keeping with the theme of this Bulletin, we thought it appropriate to
also pay tribute to a French-born, US Army Chaplain from WWII:

Marius Etienne Chatignon

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXLpXT1bf3ZBKQAXwJEoxdcL3fLP5ChVbFfcNjLyGeFUWxo_rKpBEwM_ZshHAJe1cgD6T_hpRdNnusNrMP3nwYzijbYhTdCOL9B3lODEY3ttF983Rm8Rg1YL3Pgh-VAxGlrbcf3NQ4tJiZp9kSme6aXWYlRD3a-M54egHTIYss1UY=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXxHDaao2q_SExbLST_YrEy5_G85skUQ9hOBu6hL77tUXH53Bm5TTszTmHBtT7bboCf3sxB9xz4rMmDtySRQAhjpeuAFz2jdl0qpuckfk7BvP87JfzGU8mXRlLgCbkTPryr8MWn-p2rqei4iSxViW8yg==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Left: Marius E. Chataignon, 1886 – 1957
Photo: https://www.facebook.com/TexasHistoricalCommission
Right: Sacred Heart Church, Galveston, TX, photo by Jim Evans - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=89767154

• Marius Etienne Chatignon was born September 17, 1886 at Cellieu, Loire -
died Nov 18, 1957 in Galveston, TX. Joseph Cardinal Spellman of New York
wrote of him in 1945, "I regard him as perhaps the best Chaplain in the whole
Army."
• He was in the French Army before moving to the U.S. in 1907. He studied at
seminaries in Baltimore, Maryland (St. Joseph’s) and La Porte, Texas (St.
Mary’s), and was ordained in 1911 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Galveston, where
he became an assistant pastor. Known as “Father Chat,” he served as a U.S.
Army chaplain and first lieutenant during World War I, using his knowledge of
the French countryside as a liaison officer. He participated in the Champagne
and Meuse-Argonne Offensives with the 36th Infantry Division.
• Father Chataignon served again in the Army during World War II as the Chief
Chaplain of the II Corps of the Fifth Army in North Africa and Italy. In Sicily, he
got the nickname “Chaplain York” after 55 Italian soldiers surrendered to him.
His Legion of Merit citation highlights that he understood the importance of
morale and worked hard to make religious services available to as many
people as possible, even in tough battle conditions. He also took on the role of
Grave Registration Officer, often leading teams into dangerous, mine-filled
areas to recover the bodies of soldiers who had died in battle. He did
everything he could to ensure proper burials for both our troops and the
enemy.
• Father Chataignon received the Legion of Merit from General Dwight D.
Eisenhower for his work as a corps chaplain in North Africa and Sicily. He also
earned the Cross of Merit from Italy, the Distinguished Service Cross, and the
Bronze Star. People fondly referred to him as "Father Chat."
• After the war, he went back to Sacred Heart parish in Galveston, where he
worked until he passed away in November 1957. The Rosenberg Library in
Galveston holds some of Colonel Chataignon’s military items, such as his bed
roll, medals, and dog tags. In 1991, an Official Texas Historical Marker for
Chataignon was installed at the historic Sacred Heart Cathedral.

Marker, “The Rt. Rev. Monsignor Marius Etienne Chataignon”
San Agustín Plaza, Grant St, Laredo, TX 78040

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXxHDaao2q_SExbLST_YrEy5_G85skUQ9hOBu6hL77tUXH53Bm5TTszTmHBtT7bboCf3sxB9xz4rMmDtySRQAhjpeuAFz2jdl0qpuckfk7BvP87JfzGU8mXRlLgCbkTPryr8MWn-p2rqei4iSxViW8yg==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXVFPRTjOSoXSZRuFZ1POPZv95Y75z5pvAV-5HghX0At1lvitp_lp9uk8tYzoz_PcNNn4pEYXyuYYXZhY_ZUZUY0mqaeBN_kbJ2b5SY6xMvDG3QNLU2HufBZ8HLVoWz8h5&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXF0NZeVw7IXB3nyHxMFcJ0t9O8IDR0oTz4mG0J_XZxeq7yFf75xJChMtoasm8AgXKEaZ2PvvVzGsyPoyLZGFQ3KiSRirqL451VLwDp56R14INXtNvWkJ27cXr38-3YmfdJG6TSh2bUQE=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


San Agustín Plaza, Grant St, Laredo, TX 78040
GPS: 27.502583, -99.505950

• Inscription
“A native of France, Marius Etienne Chataignon served in the French
army before coming to the United States in 1907. He came to Texas in
1910 to attend St. Mary's Seminary in La Porte. After his ordination, he was
appointed assistant pastor at St. Mary's Cathedral in Galveston in 1911.
Chataignon served as a chaplain in the U.S. Army in France during World War
I. Appointed chaplain in the U.S. Army Officers Reserve Corps in 1923, he also
served with the Texas National Guard, 36th Division. In 1924 he became
pastor of Galveston's Sacred Heart Church. In 1942 "Father Chat, Galveston's
soldier priest," as he was fondly known, was promoted to the rank of colonel
and served as chief chaplain of the II Corps, 5th Army, in North Africa and Italy
during World War II. Pope Pius XII appointed Father Chataignon to the rank of
domestic Prelate in 1943. Monsignor Chataignon returned to Sacred Heart
Church in 1945 a highly decorated veteran and retired from the army in 1953.
During his years as pastor at Sacred Heart, "Father Chat" was instrumental in
the establishment of the Odin High School for Boys which became Kirwin
High School, and he organized Boy Scout troops. He is buried in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in Dickinson.”
Erected 1991 by Texas Historical Commission, Msgr. Chataignon Knights of
Columbus #9978. (Marker Number 268.)”

NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & SAVE THE DATES

243rd Celebration of French-American Victory,
October 19, 1781

Yorktown battlefield, Virginia
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoETguXPXUSerfEF4fFAzuO-04ncC6691vdGNdu51lv2-edAlBcMqghlzBMrUHbSdyECkeN2KbKvnoIE9MF7sFgaA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoETguXPXUSerfEF4fFAzuO-04ncC6691vdGNdu51lv2-edAlBcMqghlzBMrUHbSdyECkeN2KbKvnoIE9MF7sFgaA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoETguXPXUSerfEF4fFAzuO-04ncC6691vdGNdu51lv2-edAlBcMqghlzBMrUHbSdyECkeN2KbKvnoIE9MF7sFgaA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoETguXPXUSerfEF4fFAzuO-04ncC6691vdGNdu51lv2-edAlBcMqghlzBMrUHbSdyECkeN2KbKvnoIE9MF7sFgaA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Commemoration of the 243rd anniversary of the victory at Yorktown:
Saturday October 19, 2024

• On October 19, 2024, we celebrated the 243rd anniversary of the British
surrender at Yorktown, and commemorated the French soldiers and sailors who
died for the cause of American Independence in the presence. of H.E. Mr. Laurent
Bili, Ambassador of France to the United States, and Mme Caroline Monvoisin,
Consul Général of France.
Ceremonies were held in the presence of Major General Bertrand Jardin, French Air
Force, Defense Attaché at the French Embassy in the United States, Brigadier
General Vincent de Kytspotter, Ph.D., Head of Military and Defense Mission, French
Permanent Mission to the United Nations, Rear Admiral de Rupilly, Deputy Chief of
Staff, Plans, Joint Force Command, NATO.

8:30AM – Commemorative Ceremony at the French Cemetery:
This is where 50 French soldiers and sailors are buried in a mass grave, in a
clearing along the Battlefield Road. The American Society of Le Souvenir Français,
Inc. honored them with a wreath, which was laid by its president Thierry Chaunu
and Rear Admiral Frédéric de Rupilly, French Navy.
Mr. Chuck Schwam, Executive Director of the American Friends of Lafayette, was
the Master of Ceremony. Mr. Richard Azzaro, co-Founder and past president of the
Society of Honor Guard/Tomb of Unknown Soldier, laid a "Never Forget" bouquet of
white roses.

9:15AM – Commemorative Ceremony at the French Memorial:
This ceremony was organized by the French military at NATO Headquarters in
Norfolk under the command of COL Nicolas Durand, National Liaison
Representative. Thierry Chaunu, president of the American Society of Le Souvenir
Français, Inc. and Rear Admiral Frédéric de Rupilly laid a wreath to honor the
French Soldiers and Sailors who gave their lives for the Independence of the United
States. Several school children from the French Community gathered to lay a
wreath and pay their respects to their elders.

10:30AM – Yorktown Day Parade and 11:15AM – Patriotic Exercises at the
Monument to Alliance and Victory, Yorktown: A French Rafale fighter jet from the
Escadron Lafayette and a US Air Force F-22 flew over the parade. The French
Ambassador reminded the audience of the crucial role of France in helping the
United States win its independance, thanks to the intervention of its army under
Rochambeau and its Navy under de Grasse, delivery of arms and equipment since
1777, and considerable funding, as well as the fact that France was the very first
nation to officially recognize the United States by a formal Treaty of Alliance,
Friendship and Commerce signed in Paris on February 6, 1778. The French-
American victory at Yorktown, which led to the Independence of the United States,
involved 10,800 French troops commanded by General Rochambeau and 36
French warships under Admiral de Grasse (as inscribed on the Monument), and
5,900 American troops and 3,100 militia, under the overall command of General
George Washington. No other nation fought the British on these sacred grounds. It
is the perfect example of a modern operational collaboration between two countries'
armed forces.

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoETguXPXUSerfEF4fFAzuO-04ncC6691vdGNdu51lv2-edAlBcMqghlzBMrUHbSdyECkeN2KbKvnoIE9MF7sFgaA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


armed forces.
Click to view the flyover:
https://www.facebook.com/franceintheus/videos/1216599036263873

Photos: Courtesy of French Military, NATO Norfolk Headquarters

Annual Tribute to the Unknown Soldier
On board the USS Olympia

The Independence Seaport Museum, Philadelphia
Saturday, October 26, 2024
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Above: all photos copyright Patrick J. Hughes U.S.M.C. ChuLai 67/68, Rolling Thunder® Inc. National
Photographer, YouTube: mag12chulai, Twitter: @Patrickmag12chu, with special permission.

• On October 26, 2024, our Society was honored to participate in the annual tribute
to the Unknown Soldier on board the USS Olympia, at the invitation of The Society
of the Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
Foundation & The Independence Seaport Museum.
This tribute commemorates the transfer of the Unknown Soldier from Le Havre,
France, on October 25, 1921 to Arlington National Cemetery on board this historic
cruiser, now berthed at the Independence Seaport Museum, Philadelphia, PA.
Several civic and patriotic associations were invited, such as the The Association of
the United States Army, Greater Philadelphia, Penn & Franklin Chapter, Daughters
of the American Revolution, American Gold Stars Mothers, Philadelphia Flag Day
Association, Joe Griffith’s Welcome Home Veterans on WIBG 1020AM and
101.3FM. The Federation of French War Veterans and the Association of French
Reserve Officers in the United were also invited.
Brigadier General Vincent de Kytspotter, PHead of Military and Defense, French
Permanent Mission to the United Nations was the keynote speaker and gave a
stirring account of the longstanding alliance between France and the United States
since 1778. Ms. Marine Havel, Honorary Consul of France in Philadelphia, was
among the many dignitaries present.
After the ceremony we gathered at the Chapel of the Four Chaplains at the nearby
Navy yard for refreshments and a detailed account of the extraordinary story of the
return home of this American Soldier who died far away from home to defend our
freedom and our democracies. “With the Hand of God, He will be delivered Home"

Annual Tributes to French Soldiers, Sailors, Veterans

November 2, 2024
French War Veterans Lot, Flushing Cemetery

25 French Sailors WW1, Cypress Hills National Cemetery

November 10, 2024
25 French Soldiers from the Revolutionary War

Providence, R.I. Old Burying ground

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzlaYVSokRdXgB6i_ZBJMO636HQhkdgp5Cyzr4G1DHx-SL-mhGA44qFqU_otwn5Bugs1Fihs2ltntQlhAw1pleg220k2OLVlODA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzlaYVSokRdXgB6i_ZBJMO636HQhkdgp5Cyzr4G1DHx-SL-mhGA44qFqU_otwn5Bugs1Fihs2ltntQlhAw1pleg220k2OLVlODA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXwfIGuPUQ0ep_06rNaiTeL4XOSo8B6TeEUpGyAe7QrSG30WuRAeav5W7NAwNVdMVwzN6yGuXiAbM-TTGEEO_qfo_8caXdpa9LDnXAygk9USGAbWgXYbEmQPOpZL--GJuQ0t7iTxveYj9tJN9IWgWuTBfEtU2Z2nLDm6eOy9xAhO3EfK21qZXMcA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above: Photos two first rows, by Daniel Falgerho, Federation of French War Veterans. Third row:
courtesy of Raymond Patnaude, via Prof. Norman Desmarais.
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXwfIGuPUQ0ep_06rNaiTeL4XOSo8B6TeEUpGyAe7QrSG30WuRAeav5W7NAwNVdMVwzN6yGuXiAbM-TTGEEO_qfo_8caXdpa9LDnXAygk9USGAbWgXYbEmQPOpZL--GJuQ0t7iTxveYj9tJN9IWgWuTBfEtU2Z2nLDm6eOy9xAhO3EfK21qZXMcA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXwfIGuPUQ0ep_06rNaiTeL4XOSo8B6TeEUpGyAe7QrSG30WuRAeav5W7NAwNVdMVwzN6yGuXiAbM-TTGEEO_qfo_8caXdpa9LDnXAygk9USGAbWgXYbEmQPOpZL--GJuQ0t7iTxveYj9tJN9IWgWuTBfEtU2Z2nLDm6eOy9xAhO3EfK21qZXMcA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


courtesy of Raymond Patnaude, via Prof. Norman Desmarais.

• On Saturday, November 2, 2024, Mme Myriam Gil, Deputy Consul General of
France in New York , honored the memory of French soldiers buried in the Flushing
Cemetery, Queens, in the French War Veterans Section. They served in the two
World Wars, in Indochina or in North Africa campaigns. The oldest was born in 1865
and died in 1948. Among them is the American Eugène Bullard, officially recognized
by teh US AIr Force as the first African-American fighter pilot in history, who
volunteered during WWI and fought in Verdun, and in Orleans during WWII after
joining the Légion étrangère. (see our Bulletin in his honor:
February 2021:  honoring Eugene Bullard, America's First-ever Black Fighter
Pilot
https://conta.cc/3scOXoB (original version in English)
https://conta.cc/2NIjFHJ (version en français)
The ceremony was organized by the Federation of French War Veterans, with the
American Society of Le Souvenir Français Inc. and the Association of French
Reserve Officers in the United States. We were honored by the presence of colonel
Terrance Holliday, former commissionner of NYC Mayor's Office for Veterans' affairs
and The American Legion National Headquarters member. We also payed tribute to
the 24 soldiers who passed away in 1918 and are buried at the Cypress Hills
National Cemetery in Brooklyn. They had been engaged in anti-submarine warfare
and convoy escort in the Atlantic when they succumbed to the so-called “Spanish
Flu” pandemic in the last months of the First World War while on active duty.
Thierry Chaunu evoked the memory of these sailors who had served in extremely
difficult conditions and died far from home, all but two were from Brittany, one from
Martinique and one from Picardy.
Deputy Consul General Marianne Gilles and LT Xavier Million reminded us of the
importance of fidelity to the memory of those who served in the service of France
and the United States.
The Federation was represented by President Alain Dupuis, Paul Garabedian,
Secretary, Henri Dubarry, Treasurer, Jean Legall, Color Guard and Daniel Falgerho.
Vice President.

• On Sunday, November 10, Le Régiment Bourbonnais, the Second Rhode Island
Regiment and a group of about 15 Sons of the American Revolution, Rhode Island
chapter met at the North Burial Ground in Providence, RI for a joint ceremony, on
Saturday morning November 5. A small group of public attended.
The ceremony began with a historical introduction followed by the laying of a wreath
at the monument for the French soldiers.
Norman Desmarais, member of le Régiment Bourbonnais, and Regional delegate,
New England, of the American Society of Le Souvenir Français, read the names of
the 25 soldiers commemorated by the monument. Because everything was so dry,
they didn't fire the muskets to avoid the risk of a spark starting a fire. The photos
were taken by Raymond Patnaude.
https://souvenirfrancaisusa.org/honor-roll/#providence

News from the "Merci Train" 75th Anniversary Celebrations

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoEArpuQbqITv6x5a7awNMcQWvP5gxI4jf2-ITSfcM94kUqNZ14-bTwyS-62RQrTI9eJGCdml0-ysbS513kv9DLdQ==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoEEdfmgotV_mTh_3p4f3z4-TnsArhEF_jdrOfEwWjpqnSbrSLvvMT-mIJ_u6o17QCQQ_htJ-JZ6Xv7KyzhChTvTw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzhiY0Aj-yAfcn8vA_KnmALm80fdH_8qtHGGIQxe8XmZHKZAEtbR-5dtmeKbkdVLYdl1uATw-fo4nPuZ2u0GeAosmZmsqKdr_2pj2yJL-te4YHzUZr8rnHaR_6UbWJrrnJJmzKMvQUPDDvo_1TFidJ4M=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzmp6pmGcnegLpeOSC2klgL7U-igb3YoIbA3Xo4MTxAM1iDhPb9WYVkR1zEs5E5z7cPSC9tZrMsim48zSTLQBEQjaRsylZZK8Vw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


• Our November 2022 Bulletin narrated the incredible story and ongoing legacy of
the "Train de la Reconnaissance Française", affectionately called "The Merci Train"
(November 2022: "The Merci Train, 49 boxcars of French gifts"
https://conta.cc/3OLtgJ3 (original version in English)
https://conta.cc/3VpKzRP (version en français)

• 2024 is the 75th anniversary of the "Merci Train", a gesture of friendship and
gratitude from the French people to Americans who gave 49 boxcars full of gifts for
each State in 1949.

• The Merci Train, the 40&8 National Box Car Association and many other local
organizations, custodians of the various "Merci train" boxcars in several States are
planning celebrations throughout the year. We express our admiration for the
fantastic work they are doing and we are honored to help get the word out.

• David Knutson, of the 40&8 National Box Car Association shared this short video:
made in 2011, this is an excellent short video on the Forty and Eight story. Created
for an interactive media unit for the Southern Museum of Civil War & Locomotive
History (In Association with the Smithsonian) for their new education wing centered
on the "Merci Train". Credited to Ava Wilkey of the Southern Museum of Civil War
and Locomotive History.   https://vimeo.com/18495973
There is a link on the homepage of their website: https://texasboxcar.org/

Monday, November 11, 2024
Commemoration ceremony, Florida boxcar

City of Holly Hill (Daytona Beach)

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzmp6pmGcnegLpeOSC2klgL7U-igb3YoIbA3Xo4MTxAM1iDhPb9WYVkR1zEs5E5z7cPSC9tZrMsim48zSTLQBEQjaRsylZZK8Vw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzmp6pmGcnegLpeOSC2klgL7U-igb3YoIbA3Xo4MTxAM1iDhPb9WYVkR1zEs5E5z7cPSC9tZrMsim48zSTLQBEQjaRsylZZK8Vw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzmp6pmGcnegLSiCBUAkF4mikTq8KPp92dla2AMxwJd0TB0-bvuEaqGuW5J_E4xPmcF87KcUk79P5pwMHX6hZLLEUEb31PYcnBw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzsECWj9uQsoEsdC25jcNx19DZoF8olnisHX1mPp4BMCIMOO6Fwxu0lrnWal8ITp9L_toSEUDfXqReOaF-toDCREDBmJt_xuu01AYTB4joXJl&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzgYvZv5ntBTW_SfW8Mi23P12vyZSjwtxXbcAEo5NDE6sG4uQX2KHicSoEPo7cmzy8uFuBsKskwiumIPyEMR5GXAmvRQVv0DQA2azXW-hoXlg&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzvRLEr0N7CbcJFlwiEaFP6ziHk4PJWEwCa0dsSXQk97GJv4mEq1azt4zhd4HuSoTYRjOazJoimFZGAU3tlSD3fD7pIcLv3WEcOF9J7IvHJjeG_MzhDxeV5e6zxqxGws_eyuR2sWiA_41&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzvRLEr0N7Cbc5xap7YXBYEYocIS1Zdik287iEm2VkWHaCLU66P-Kp9lxMRPhxpWlOr_bkCBjUexPEn3cY_mzYRWIg8gQkM-VFjMnAOHC_K50SZ7KU41CdgrJBPd64YLmL1t7K5zuwMNNytH2CJyO4AHYkMCIlBQFAXL0q8q36FWNqwQmvtpPePSnXRS1Nw4P9P8UfvRhW0Didr51fXxjCDECPhRm6XLnX7hxGs_qVIbUBgqKWZa_UhMJLtPDSMx3mA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzvRLEr0N7Cbcbg2HZFTxqAdlVMcHCqnTcp0KOJ-iubligJxwmafHyjYXlhXahud_x3YKjhXBQw5YTShAepg51e0ta_Ezgpgdx7nQ2OWs7-gP&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzvRLEr0N7CbcAdwf7Igy66VUrkqIc8qpkggOjZZEweHuvG1u21-bb5Jyy-7d5foYYvj0891wivXEEDnrHBIHYj--7RX82VJwqw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzp5SPqBN0e6q9Ocb6m5QM-wCY96TYI3gxq0df84426dfHCLmn2nIFdHQ_T3fvkzMjmBMtDQn4uqbBikhu9i5u57y3MRSFixQf3lcy8dNvgs1qspRdVlK19K8ojpyKdGPnw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzp5SPqBN0e6q9Ocb6m5QM-wCY96TYI3gxq0df84426dfHCLmn2nIFdHQ_T3fvkzMjmBMtDQn4uqbBikhu9i5u57y3MRSFixQf3lcy8dNvgs1qspRdVlK19K8ojpyKdGPnw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzp5SPqBN0e6q9Ocb6m5QM-wCY96TYI3gxq0df84426dfHCLmn2nIFdHQ_T3fvkzMjmBMtDQn4uqbBikhu9i5u57y3MRSFixQf3lcy8dNvgs1qspRdVlK19K8ojpyKdGPnw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzp5SPqBN0e6q9Ocb6m5QM-wCY96TYI3gxq0df84426dfHCLmn2nIFdHQ_T3fvkzMjmBMtDQn4uqbBikhu9i5u57y3MRSFixQf3lcy8dNvgs1qspRdVlK19K8ojpyKdGPnw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above: Photos courtesy of David Knutson, Brigitte van den Hove-Smith

• On Monday November 11, 2024, a very special ceremony took place in front of
the Florda boxcar of the Merci Train.
Many Thanks to the City of Holly Hill and the Holly Hill Historic Society & Museum,
as well as the Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard. The involvement of the
different groups coming together to make this a special event.
Steve Dircks, Directeur, National Box Car Association, travelled from Minnesota for
the event. Grand Directeur Boxcar Keith Varney and Grand Correspondant Debra
Reynolds of the Grande Voiture du Florida also attended.
A wreath from the General Consulate of France was laid by Mme Brigitte Jensen
Honorary Consul of France in Orlando, who was accompanied by François Kloc,
Honorary Consul of France in Jacksonville, Claude Berthoin ("Chef d’Ilots" Speed
Coast), Brigitte van den Hove-Smith (Déléguée Générale Adjointe American Society
of Le Souvenir Français USA and Co-Chef d’Ilots South West Florida), Sheila Kloc
(Vice President - Nantes Committee for the Jacksonville Sister Cities Association),
Honorable Chris Via - Mayor of Holly, Isabelle Tran, President - French American
Business Chamber of Orlando, Polly Cappuccio - President, Holly Hill Historic
Society & Museum, Steve Breckenridge - Florida State Secretary, Sons of the
American Revolution, Mr. Jim Bowers - Northern Area Commander & Chef de Gare
40 & 8 Voiture 294.

A photo shows a section of the exhibit at the Holly Hill Historic Museum, showcasing
drawings gifted from the Florida Merci Boxcar. These pieces belong to June
Cutchins, who has a private collection in Alabama. When June was just 4 years old,
she witnessed the arrival of the boxcar in Sarasota, Florida, in 1949. Her mother, a
long-time school teacher in the area, received the drawings from the boxcar. It was
a meaningful way to honor these items during the 75th Anniversary celebration.

Save the Date!

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzp5SPqBN0e6q9Ocb6m5QM-wCY96TYI3gxq0df84426dfHCLmn2nIFdHQ_T3fvkzMjmBMtDQn4uqbBikhu9i5u57y3MRSFixQf3lcy8dNvgs1qspRdVlK19K8ojpyKdGPnw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzp5SPqBN0e6q9Ocb6m5QM-wCY96TYI3gxq0df84426dfHCLmn2nIFdHQ_T3fvkzMjmBMtDQn4uqbBikhu9i5u57y3MRSFixQf3lcy8dNvgs1qspRdVlK19K8ojpyKdGPnw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Save the Date!
Sunday, February 2, 2025

Dedication of the restored Hawai'i boxcar
Ewa Beach (Honolulu)

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMziKtngnleJv94ik6hSBy-1TpwA487o3Sd24_T5VnX0DuTgso6LrlNgJD3SqecwOR3IiW9oDr5N1TFtWW8C8rv4Ebf_Ptkc-vrKihP15mZDHo&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMziKtngnleJv94ik6hSBy-1TpwA487o3Sd24_T5VnX0DuTgso6LrlNgJD3SqecwOR3IiW9oDr5N1TFtWW8C8rv4Ebf_Ptkc-vrKihP15mZDHo&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Above:
Photos courtesy of Mr. Jeff Livingston, Historia, 40 & 8 Project Manager
Hawaiian Railway Society, 91-1001 Renton Rd. Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706
GPS: 21.331976, -158.046023

"Troop benches have been added in one end of the car to illustrate how 40 men were
carried in these cars, 20 per end...The mannequin in the car represents Pvt. John R.
Rowe. Rowe is the only known ethnic Hawaiian killed on the battlefield in France, 31 July
1918. The uniform is original to the era and the insignia similar if not identical to that Rowe
would have worn. A horse mannequin is planned for the other end of the car. As none of
the original gifts contained in the boxcar have been located we've started a collection of
period and reproduction pieces that will represent the type of items donated by the people
of France. Since the boxcar and displays will remain outside for the foreseeable future we
plan to build a weather tight enclosure for the "gifts". While the restoration/reconstruction
can be considered complete there is still much work to be done before the 2 February
2025 rededication to complete the story. "
 

Do not miss this article in the Honolulu Civil Beat:
Denby Fawcett: Restoring A Giant Symbol Of Postwar Generosity And Friendship 

Veterans Day commemorations
in New York and Houston
November 10 & 11, 2024

https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMziKtngnleJv94ik6hSBy-1TpwA487o3Sd24_T5VnX0DuTgso6LrlNgJD3SqecwOR3IiW9oDr5N1TFtWW8C8rv4Ebf_Ptkc-vrKihP15mZDHo&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
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Above: Photos New York: Daniel Falgerho, FFWV

• On Sunday November 10, the traditional mass took place at Notre-Dame Church,
405 West 114th Street, at 11:00AM, and was followed by a wreath-laying ceremony
at the church's Honor Wall honoring the 463 "Morts Pour la France" who left New
York to fight for freedom and democracy in two world wars. This ceremony is
organized by the French War Veterans and their president Alain Dupuis. This year
we paid a special tribute to the 28 from the American Field Service, who "Died for
France". We were honored to have with us Mr. Daniel Obst, CEO of American Field
Service Intercultural Programs, as well as Mme. Evelyne Renaud-Garabedian,
Senator of the French Living Abroad, Gérard Epelbaum, Conseiller Consulaire,
Brigadier General Vincent de Kytspotter, Ph.D., Head of Military and Defense,
French Permanent Mission to the United Nations, COL(H) Patrick du Tertre,
president of the French Reserve Officers in the United States, Lt. Col. Dionysios &
Susan Dionou-Weiss, US Army, Prof. Clément Mbom, to name a few.
A luncheon at the nearby restaurant Le Monde concluded this Day of
Remembrance.

• On Monday, November 11, took place the traditional Veterans Day parade on
Fifth Avenue with H.E. Mr. Laurent Bili, Ambassador of France to the United States
accompanied by Mr. Cédrik Fouriscot, Consul Général of France in New York who
laid a wreath, as well as Gérard Epelbaum, Conseiller Consulaire, COL(H) Patrick
du Tertre, president of the French Reserve Officers in the United States, and French
War Veterans led by their president Alain Dupuis, Lt.(R) Pierre Gervois, to name a
few, who marched in the parade..

Veterans Day Parade in Houston, Texas
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Above: Photos courtesy Lex Parker - Bruno Cateni, French Veterans of Texas

In Houston, Veterans Day weekend was very busy with the French Veterans of
Texas:
• On Saturday November 9th: Laying of the Wreath at the Buffalo Soldier Museum
with our Vice Consul - François Chassaigne-Audouin and Conseiller Consulaire
Pierre Grosdidier,
• On Monday November 11th: Houston Parade 2024 featuring the FVOT, The Forty
and Eight - La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux - and Le Souvenir
Français, followed by the Luncheon hosted at the Residence of France General
Consul Valérie Baraban. The Legion of Honor was awarded posthumously to the
family of Mr. Carl Rush who fought in France D-Day+30.
• On Tuesday, November 12th: D-Day discussion with Q&A at the Dawson High
School with Bruno Cateni, Délégué Général Adjoint, Le Souvenir Français, (here
shown in front of the students) and the French Consul Anne-Laure Pol.

PHOTO ALBUM LAFAYETTE

Bicentennial of Lafayette's Farewell Tour
Recent selected events in Virginia
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Photos above and below courtesy American Friends of Lafayette

"Our estimate is 6 million people saw Lafayette. He was a bigger rock star than even
the Beatles. He was the original rock star” - - Chuck Schwam, executive director of
The American Friends of Lafayette.

Below is a small selection of the dozens of events that have already taken place
since August 16 when we welcomed general Lafayette in lower Manhattan.

From the beaches of Yorktown to William & Mary and the Executive Mansion, Major
General Lafayette has certainly made his rounds in Virginia for his farewell tour's 200th
anniversary with plenty more stops to come. Click here for a recap and look ahead at
what's next for the Lafayette Bicentennial

For more complete coverage we invite you to visit The American Friends of Lafayette's
Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsofLafayette
Every day, almost every hour, you can find the latest updates on upcoming events, and
discover everything that you missed! But you can catch up there are still 12 months to go.

Lafayette in Portsmouth, VA:
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Above: For all photos: https://lookportraits.shootproof.com/gal.../Lafayette24/home

The Marquis de Lafayette is welcomed by James Armistead Lafayette and a crowd of
happy citizens. Lafayette took a horsedrawn carriage to the historic Hill House and the
Marquis de Lafayette park. 
Fort Nelson Daughters of the American Revolution rededicated the pyramid centennial
monument they erected 100 years ago to the date.
The monument commemorates the Oct. 25, 1824 visit of Revolutionary Major General
Lafayette to Portsmouth!
The rededication included patriotic and Lafayette-inspired music, as well as a
proclamation by Mayor Shannon Glover declaring it Lafayette Day in Portsmouth!
The rededication took place against the backdrop of Youth Virginia Regiment's
Revolutionary War Encampment, and through the magic of living history, YVR reenacted
the Battle of Scotts Creek.
Watch the video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOgz2x-cXXI

Renovation of a memorial stone

Above: To view all the photos: https://lookportraits.shootproof.com/gal.../Lafayette24/home

On June 9, 1890, a memorial stone was placed in the sidewalk to mark the site of
Portsmouth's 1824 Civic Arch, Badly worn by foot traffic, the original stone was replaced in
1974. In 2024, that stone was refurbished and new signage added to commemorate
General Lafayette's visit. Funded by Towne Bank, the Portsmouth Historical Association,
and Fort Nelson Chapter NSDAR, the stone and sign were dedicated during the City's
Bicentennial Celebration of the General's 1824 Return on October 25, 2024.
Hill House Volunteers also spent countless hours completely overhauling the signage, and
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXqC9zq-uQkc0TRpmWdEif_SCXHtI_JOlmhRKPusXYHAfywlvu0wn-GxgFdUgO-ibqTIZOABNxDSlK5Na6j27uziHhgS4w5Lg9dnVZo2JA-FyB5CmUmpvv4VLXu2Na5fRv0LWJoDinwUnJsrsJ02VOT1lbGvjHRDA7Vqy4k4cM2Dj1KHukPSt8rdOQC9GJLUv_wOttxf5r0utmTaY50LftnX0EDOQtmPCAmOFBdaK0V2GwsdcvULyNTjDHj-JDPgQlZOp7FAWXnIsBqWIzNBB0AwirhmuDA5ywZireY8Ucvyc=&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


Hill House Volunteers also spent countless hours completely overhauling the signage, and
landscaping at Marquis de Lafayette Park where Crawford Street meets Glasgow.
Huzzah!

Lafayette at Monticello
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Above:
Lafayette visits his Francophile friend Thomas Jefferson at his home in @tjmonticello! 
“Mr. Jefferson received me with a strong emotion. I found him much aged, without doubt, after a
separation of thirty-five years, but bearing marvelously well under his eighty one years of age, in
full possession of all the vigor of his mind and heart which he has consecrated to the building of a
good and fine university..” - Lafayette 
Video by @a_lafayettebicentennialartblog Lafayette is @charles_wissinger_actor
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsofLafayette/videos/554738017273572

"The meeting between Jefferson and Lafayette was most affectionate. They fell into each
other's arms with these words: 'My dear Lafayette,' 'My dear Jefferson,' and wept."
As part of his Farewell Tour of the United States, the Marquis de Lafayette visited Thomas
Jefferson at Monticello from November 4-15, 1824. After their time together, the two kept
up their correspondence, during which Lafayette encouraged Jefferson, "to facilitate the
Emigration of Coloured people."
Discover firsthand accounts of the Marquis's visit to Monticello: https://swll.to/yiRPlvr

Lafayette at the Montpelier Hunt Race:
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Above: Lafayette at Montpelier Hunt Races! A grand day celebrating Lafayette and a little
horsing around . Mark Schneider is an avid equestrian and made us proud!
Thank you to all the 15,000 estimated folks who attended today’s event. It was a perfect
fall day!
Watch the video at: Lafayette taking the horse by the reins in orange, Virginia

“From Monticello we went to Montpelier, the charming residence of the ex-president
Madison; there we found with some slight shades of difference the same habits and
virtues as at Monticello. The career of Mr. Madison has a surprising conformity with that of
Mr. Jefferson, with whom he was always connected by the warmest friendship…
Mr. Madison at the time of our visit was 74 years of age, but his well preserved frame
contained a youthful soul full of sensibility, which he did not hesitate to show...
The four days passed with Mr. Madison were agreeably employed in promenades over his
beautiful estate, and still more agreeably by our evening conversations, particularly
concerning all the great American interests, which are so dear to general Lafayette. The
society which at this time habitually assembled at Montpelier, was almost entirely
composed of the neighbouring planters, who for the most part appeared as well versed in
all great political questions as in agriculture. Lafayette, who though perfectly
understanding the disagreeable situation of American slaveholders, and respecting
generally the motives which prevent them from more rapidly advancing in the definitive
emancipation of the blacks, never missed an opportunity to defend the right which all men
without exception have to liberty, broached among the friends of Mr. Madison the question
of slavery. 
It was approached and discussed by them frankly, and in a manner to confirm me in the
opinion I had previously formed concerning the noble sentiments of the majority of
Virginians upon this deplorable circumstance. It appears to me, that slavery cannot exist a
long time in Virginia, because all enlightened men condemn the principle of it, and when
public opinion condemns a principle, its consequences cannot long continue to subsist.
After the question of personal slavery in the United States, the equally important question
of the spiritual slavery, to which some of the people of Europe are condemned by the
dominant or state religions, was discussed.”
https://tinyurl.com/mw6ezdah

Lafayette at University of Virginia
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Above: In November 1824, shortly after arriving to Monticello, Thomas Jefferson and
“committee” escorted Lafayette to visit Jefferson’s new Academical Village, the University
of Virginia. After a tour of the grounds, Lafayette was welcomed to a grand dinner in the
not yet completed Rotunda Dome. It was attended by 400 men and over 32 toasts were
offered and was quite a grand affair.
The program started with a flirtatious greeting by the Ladies in the Balcony as Lafayette
entered the hall with Presidents Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. Then just as 200
years ago, Wm Gordon welcomed Lafayette and the evening of history began! 
Raise your glass to Lafayette! 
To the Constitution! 
To Madison! To Jefferson’s new university! 
To George Washington! 
To our Republic! 
To France! 
Listen to Jefferson’s heartfelt speech to Lafayette and the tears that are to follow!

Lafayette with the Governor of Virginia & Mrs. Youngkin
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Above: On October 27, 1824, the Marquis de Lafayette dined at the Executive Mansion
with Governor James Pleasants as part of his celebrated return to the United States as
“Guest of the Nation,” 50 years after the end of the Revolutionary War. 
To mark that occasion, Governor of Virginia Glenn Youngkin and First Lady Suzanne S.
Youngkin hosted an event at the mansion, together with the #VA250 Commission and The
American Friends of Lafayette, to highlight the power of place and the importance of key
anniversary moments during Virginia’s 250th commemoration of the nation’s founding. 
Lafayette's legacy of unity and hope remains a beacon for our journey toward a more
perfect union today. 
Discover the power of anniversary moments with VA250. 
View the video of this memorable visit at:
https://www.facebook.com/VARevolution250/videos/549076304379812

UPCOMING EVENTS
Lafayette Farewell Tour Bicentennial

For a complete list, visit: Lafayette200.org

Our Hermione Fund raising appeal continues!

• This past November, our Society helped launch the US Fund raising
campaign to help Save the Hermione and have it sail back in time for the
United States Semiquicentennial. This is an ongoing campaign and all
donations are tax-deductible.
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https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXa49ctSla0diHBhSGeqtHBBy4oIxIgi4CJGc_9bqZ6qCzGxoepe8H9WGig-rjh6E93XDYJH3YUhPRFXzlxExJqiXEwOE16deKXIlpHD3_NWec1TR5UP1zUmol_Q_7Djn_rsJ_UxeiBYq16eBNem_GmDKyl39lH7uO1EyUUvnMFHxJCLJyzSoxrElrimTQtkgAHCIf93CFXFvsLch928JirVcS7mCTaWYMN6hBzR0VwBrR9piRZZJCIfrLuSmv8Bij0IDHQAQzGSj-x62nRUBTJKgGjD1uZdCILHO9Z6l_-OLLXsJhqZdttB2wvyigeYfl4HsJ7Mdcnl_v8K3kadhx7czzh66pTg2jGnQXLF_Zo9wVqmor6zD9Y42olNlN_dbYjMrA6qAVBGSAPUgwGG-0FfDxL-dmEzcwXc5GRSa0PfbjzufF1sI_cg_mmDxMXsaE9Yzh5XzLQQqL76ENz52ojB9xBedGUofjnEUXaL2zeqS6hxgrjkMQaw==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzjc4PO-FVtXXd1pBeoUKlhdrGgmwe2cK1i85cUzAGD3gx3URpf7fNP9_fqVBhOo11XtnTLqK1etgp57xOlrLN1QF-KkU2c1FgH-hBvv-2oZHkJkyf6tzxXy2DmIKJ4BoA78HGrbFnJ8fL9r6iajxy-MXg3kYhJvJ9Q==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzoKqUaxfJLVl3BrK2Dm06MBOO2wxITia8CZuFWnzRInTZz7HmPNu_TzddZGkavR7M_3-uarZQQzGgwec8J31HrMdHz6hhySP4g==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMziZrtt9QpLaND7MG143Vie8caOov9GzqTvQ01cPaaNKNEx99xK9xbZuxTx-60XUqW6FZgBG25cHamUNOLzrRfKlu-B_Y6Uq6xcPAzQVgsu4ra4_106VuVFtemhTa4Bx0qdaLbGBKqqEHDfU1FCfKEseBe43gvP5aBA==&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzr5dOzo0-WwOSZXG-W7X0ipYqg6gW2iJbV3GnH-TdRw0ytwXdJEMhwZwcO9MH9mRzjvPx5HrERNRbzltZ4kG_yo9QsZMyXOJVj2uVnb_eE2sZpqlwHZ9mI9ptpATb_9beiDbyKECj7id&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzr5dOzo0-WwOSZXG-W7X0ipYqg6gW2iJbV3GnH-TdRw0ytwXdJEMhwZwcO9MH9mRzjvPx5HrERNRbzltZ4kG_yo9QsZMyXOJVj2uVnb_eE2sZpqlwHZ9mI9ptpATb_9beiDbyKECj7id&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==
https://b7shmfebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qYXbRy2R8DGa4dWJCJY6nUyRmnvU4VXmtPYUaZNXfmzwxLjSAfKMzr5dOzo0-WwOSZXG-W7X0ipYqg6gW2iJbV3GnH-TdRw0ytwXdJEMhwZwcO9MH9mRzjvPx5HrERNRbzltZ4kG_yo9QsZMyXOJVj2uVnb_eE2sZpqlwHZ9mI9ptpATb_9beiDbyKECj7id&c=CnEiG2Ew-Mmon0WebBJrguP4zESeK0NPl4xGGgK0adwW1qvLXLlcYA==&ch=4DxZ-hHgWDC65t1_-MTfCMeyc_ayR-g-5paZRFBu1LH3x7R_iF-Txw==


OUR PAST MONTHLY BULLETINS

OUR AIM: To turn the spotlight on a famous, or less famous, episode or
historical figure during the long shared history between France and the United
States, with illustrations and anecdotes.

You can have access to our past monthly Bulletins
(in English and French) at: www.SouvenirFrancaisUSA.org

Click on each photo for further access to sources and references
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Click on each photo for further access to sources and references

OUR MISSIONS:

• To preserve the memory of the French soldiers, sailors and airmen who gave
their lives for freedom, and who are buried in the United States.
• To honor French Citizens who did great deeds in the United States, or with a
strong connection with the United States, 

• To promote the appreciation for French culture and heritage in the United
States, and the ideals that unite our two nations, in order to pass the torch of
memory to younger generations.

• To strengthen the long-standing traditional bonds of friendship between the
American and French peoples, and to this end: erect or maintain memorials
and monuments and encourage historical research, public presentations and
publications in the media. 

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc. is an independent
American corporation, apolitical, established in 1993 in NY, with 501 (c) 3
non-profit status.

Board of Directors
American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc.

Members (2024):
Françoise Cestac, Honorary President • Thierry Chaunu, President, and
General Delegate, Le Souvenir Français in the United States • Yves de Ternay,
Treasurer • Patrick du Tertre, 1st Vice President • Henri Dubarry • Francis
Dubois • Alain Dupuis, 2nd Vice President & Deputy General Delegate, Le
Souvenir Français in the United States • Daniel Falgerho, General Secretary •
Clément Mbom, Education Advisor • Jean-Hugues Monier, Auditor • Harriet
Saxon • Nicole Yancey
Regional Delegates:
Jacques Besnainou, Great Lakes and Midwest • Bruno Cateni, South
Prof. Norman Desmarais, New England • Alain Leca, Washington D.C. •
Marc Onetto, West Coast • Brigitte Van den Hove – Smith, Southeast • Nicole
Yancey, Yorktown & Virginia, former Honorary Consul of France in Virginia
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Help us implement several historic commemorative projects celebrating
the 246-year-old Franco-American friendship and alliance such as our

latest Memorial to French Soldiers in Gloucester, Virginia!

JOIN US!

The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc. is a registered NY State non-profit
corporation and has full IRS tax exempt 501(c)3 status. All donations are tax deductible.

Copyright © 2024 The American Society of Le Souvenir Français, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Merci de nous contacter si vous souhaitez recevoir ce bulletin dans sa version traduite en français.
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